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EGYPT and NUBIA. 


A defcription of antient Alexandria. 


FAEN N TIENT Alexandria was fub- 
A ject to fo many revolutions, and 
a Whe was {o often deftroyed, that were 
it not for its ports, and other monuments 
of antiquity, we fhould fcarce be able to-af- 
ertain the place it ftood on. 

Tue ports of Alexandria, now called the 
Old, and the New, were formerly named 
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the poxtsof Africa, and.ef Afa. The for- 


mer is appropriated to the Turks; the lat- 
ter is free indifcriminately to all the nati- 
ons of Europe. That which is ufed by 
the Turks, is cleaner and deeper than the 
other, where there is a neceflity of fixing 
empty cafks along the cables, in order to 
prevent their being damaged by the con- 


tinued friction of aftony bottom. Though » 


this precaution fheaths the eables from dan- 
ger, the fhips are in a perpetual rifk of be- 
ing loft, for their anchors, not having a 
fufficient „hold, every {trong gale of wind 
fets them a drift, and they often perifh in 
the harbour; there being neither failing 


room, nor holding ground to fix their 


anchors a-new. A French veffel was 
wrecked in this manner, the year before I 
arrived at Alexandria. 

Tue entrance of the new port is de- 
fended by two caftles of a contemptible 
Turkifh ftructure, and have nothing re- 
markable but their fituation, and their be- 
ing unworthy fucceflors to edifices cele- 
brated in hiftory. 

Taar called the grand Pharillo, (from 
Pharus, which fignifies a lizht-houfe,) bears 


on the middle of it a {mall tower, whofe 


fummit terminates in a lantern for a night 
light, but it is of no extenfive fervice, the 
lamps being but poorly fupphed. This 
caftle has been built on the ifle of Pharos, 
which it fọ occupies, that if there yet be 
any remains of that wonder of the world 
erected by Ptelomy, they afe irrecovera- 
bly buried from the curious. I cannot 
{peak more favourably of the other caftle, 
called the little Pharillo, wherein there is 
not the leaft trace to be found of the cele- 
brated library ; which under the Ptolomies, 
was admired as the fineft, not only then, 
but that had ever been in the world. 
Eacu of thefe two iflands is joined to 
the main land, by a mole: that of the ifle 
of Pharos is very long, it appeared to me 
to be three thoufand feet in length, and 
to have been made partly of bricks, and 
partly of free-ftone. It was vaulted all a- 
long, the molds of its arches are in the Go- 
thic tate. Water can run underneath, in 
which itrefembles the remains of the Mole 
at Puzzoli, which is commonly givenrfor 
the bridge of Caligula. It is no way pro-: 
bable that either the Saracens or the Turks 
A 2 : 
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were the inventors; but that finding the 
-mole in ruins, they have fo disfigured it 


with their taftelefs repairs, that there re- 
maineth not a feature of beautiful antiquity. 

THE mole that leads to the little Pharil- 
lo has nothing remarkable but fwo zig- 


zags, which may ferve for its defence. 


Tue Pharillos and their moles, the one 
on the right, the other on the left hand of 
the port, conduct us a-fhore almoft before 
we are aware of being at land. Ithink 


it not amis to give travellers this caution, 


that precifely at the entrance of the port, 
they muft pafs by rocks, fome of which 
are under, and others above the water, keep 


_ clear of them by all means; therefore take 


one of the Turkifh pilots, who are there 
efpecially appointed totakecharge of ftrange 
veflels. They fail out in boats to meet all 
they defcry making towards the port. It 
would be an imprudent ceconomy to de- 
cline employing one of them; by the help 


of whofe experience, you will come not on- 


ly fafeinto.the harbour, but alfo to the 
-propereft place for cafting anchor with the - 


ether fhips, which are alfo counter-anchor- 
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ed along the extenfive mole, as the deep- 
eft place to ride in with fafety. 

From thence opens a moft beautiful prof- 
pect of antique and modern monuments, 
prefenting themfelves on every fide. The 
little Pharillo being paffed, a range of tow- 
ers is difcovered, connected one to the o- 
ther, by the ruins of a thick wall. A fin- 
gle obelifk erect, is obferved through a part 
where the wall is broken down; at ano- 
ther turning, the towers are perceived a- 
new, but in a feemingly greater diftance. 
The modern Alexandria, with her fpires, 
next meet the view; and above the city, 
but afar off, foars the column of Pompey, 
a moft afpiring and majeftic monument: 
Here alfo are feen hills of an afhy complexi- 
on, intermixed with other towers. In 
fine, the profpeé is clofed by alarge fquare. 
building, which is ufed as a magazine for 
powder, and joins'to the great mole. 

As foon as we had landed, we traverfed 
the new city in queft of the obelifk, which 
we reached, by climbing over ruined walls, 
from whence, through a tower built of 
ftone, there ts free accefs to the foot of this 
A 3 
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antique monument, which we had fearce 
approached, when we efpied another almoft 


buried by its fide. 


Tue obelifk that is ftanding, and called 
even now the Obelifk of Cleopatra, inti- 
mates that this is the place where that 
queen’s palace. ftood, known likewife by 
the name of Czfar’s Palace. But as there 
are no remains of that fuperb edifice to 
animadvert on, I fhall-confine myfelf to the 
obclifk, which is fituated almoft mid-way, 
between the city, and the little Pharillo. 


‘Its bafis, of which a part is’ funk, rifes 


twenty feet higher than the level of the 
fea; between this monument and the port, 
runs a thick wall, flanked on each fide of 
the obelifk by a great tower, but this wall 
has fuffered fo much, that it is not now 
higher than the bafis of the obelifk. The 
interior fide of the wall is but ten feet dif- 
tant from the obelifk, the exterior but four 
or five from the fea. ‘The front of at far 
into the port, is filled with a great number 
of wrecks of columns, frizes,. ahd other 
pieces of architecture, that muft have been 
part of fome pompous edifice: they are of 
different forts of marble. On the land fide, 
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there is behind the obelifk a pretty large 
plain, the ground whereof, from having 


been fo often raked up, looks as if it had... °° 


all pafled through a fieve. Grafs grows 
fcantily here and there, and: of fo perifha-. ’ 
ble a texture, that it foon withers. .The 
obelifk confifts of nly one piece of granite 
marble. . There are but two of its faces 
well preferved; on the twoothers, we can 
fcarce fee the hieroglyphics with. which 
they were formerly covered. 

Tue fallen obelifk feems to have been 
broken; from what can be decyphered of 
its heroghyphics, one would incline to 
think, that it contained the fame figures, 
and in the fame order, with thofe of the 
ftanding one. 

Since the garrifon forbids any curious 
vifits to the little Pharillo, let us content 
ourfelves with taking a view of thofe huge 
towers, joined together by fuch thick walls: - 
they formed the circumference of antient 
Alexandria. Thefe towers which appear 
like bulwarks, are not all of equal dimen- 
fions, of a like figure, or of the fame ftruc- 
ture; fome are round, others fquare, ma- 
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ny are of. an eliptic figure; fome of the 


laft are obferved to be cut-in one of their 


fides be a ftrait line; they differ alfo in 


their interior parts; fome of them have a 
double wall, and at the entrance a wind- 


ing ftair-cafe, which mounts to the top of ` 


the tower. There is no other way to get 
into the others, but through a hole on the 
top of them with the help of a ladder. In 
general, the entrances of thefe towers are 
very narrow, and lead to the infide of the 


wall. o conneéts them with the other; 
er 


their different ftories are fo many vaults, 
fupported i in fome by one column, in others 


_ by feveral. The embrafures on thofe bul- 


warks are narrow, and widen inwards, 


they are not unlike thofe of feveral old 


caftles in England. Though not a well is 
now to be feen in thofe towers, we are not 


therefore to conclude, that they had none. 


formerly, which from their having been 
neglected, were filled with rubbith in a fe- 
ries of time. The architecture of thofe 


towers which are built of free-ftorie, is ve- 


ry clumfy on the loweft part, all around 


at certain intervals are feen, fhapes of co-: 


lumns of different forts of marble, and fo 
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placed, that feen from far, they look like 


cannons, placed and pointed through their 


embrafures. The walls which conneé 
the towers, and jointly with them form 
the circumference of the city, are not . 
throughout of the fame breadth or heighth, 
or of a fimilar ftru€ture, fome of them are 
twenty feet thick, others more, others lefs; 
their height is from thirty to forty feet, 


_ within fide of them there is am alley in the 


fame tafte of that to be feen in Aurelian’s 
palace at Rome. The towers, as well as 
the walls, as far as can be feen of them, are 
much damaged, and in fome places totam 
ruined. 

Havine made the tour of the old city, 
let us examine what it contains. worthy of © 
curiofity; fcarce any thing, it being now 
a general heap of ruins,except afew mofques, 


churches, gardens, and fome cifterns; the 


laft are kept in pretty good order, to fup- 
ply water to the new city. | 

WE have already taken a view of the 
obelifk of Cleopatra, and its fituation; let 
us now fee the two churches of St. Mark, 
and St. Catherine, which are in its neigh- 
A 5 
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bourhood; they both belong to Chriftians, 
and are ferved by Grecian and Coptic 
priefts; they are fo like each other, that 
one defcription will ferve for the two; 
they. have not an article refpectable but 
their name; they are fo gloomy, fo filthy, 
and full of lamps, that one would deem 
them to be rather places of Pagan worthip, 
than temples where the true God is ador- 
ed. In that of St. Mark, there is an old 
wooden chair, which (as is there faid) be- 
longed to Him: be that as it may, I can a- 
ver, that Evangelift is infinitely better 


lodged at Venice, than in Alexandria., In 
. St. Catherine’s there is exhibited with 


great devotion a piece of column, on which 
they fay her head was cut off, and fome 


` red {pots thereon, they bigotedly aflert are 


drops of her blood. Not far from the 
church is St. Catherine’s butt, which is a 
rifing ground formed from the ruins of 
the city; there is another of the fame kind 
and. bulk; they have been fo often raked 
and examined, thatithcy are now but a 
meer heap of duft; (L “fore I quitted the ci- 
ty, [caft my eye ona few fhafts of columns, 
which are ftill ftanding on the road that 
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. Jeads to the gate of Rofetta; there aré å- 


bout half a dozen; and give no’ other in- 


_ formation, than that this long ftreet had 


porticos on beth fides, whére people might 
walk near the houfes fheltered from the 
weather. ) 

I yexT continued my ‘way through the 
gate of Rofetta, to view that mafter-piece 
of art, commonly called the Column of 
Pompey; it is placed on an, eminence 
that commands two beautiful profpeécts; 
the one of Alexandria, the other of the 
low country, that ftretches.along the banks 
of the Wile, and furrounds the canal cut a- 
bove the gate of Rofetta, in order to con~ 
vey the water of the Nile to Alexandria. 
This column is probably the greateft, and 
moit magnificent that hasever been execut- 
ed in the Corinthian order. The body is 
of one entire piece of granite marble, the 
pedeftal is of a grey ftone not unlike a flint 
for hardnefs and grain. The foundation on 
which the pedeital and columns are raifed, 
is open on one fide, which -happened ac- 
cording to the tra‘ition of the country, 
in the following manner. An Arabian dug 
A$ 
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a hole under the foundation, in which he 
put a box of gun-powder, in order to blow 
up the. column, and thereby to become 
. master of the immenfe treafure he imagin- 
ed was buried underneath. Unfortunate- 
ly for him, but happily for the curious, 
he was a bad engineer; his enterprize fail- 
ed him, for his mine being fprung, only 
difplaced four ftones, which making but 
one part of the foundation, the other three 
remained unhurt. The only advantage 
refulting thence is, that the curious have 
ever fince had an opportunity of feeing. 
what ftones the foundation was made of; I 
obferved there, one piece of white oriental 
marble, full of confpicuous hieroglyphics; 


N, 


place, but is uncovered, is a yellow mar- 
ble of Sicily, fpotted with red, its hiero- 
- glyphics are effaced; a piece of {mall co- 
 lumn-is alfo employed .in this foundation, 
with other pieces of marble, that have no- 


leaves a void fpace of three feet at moft 
under the pedeftal. 


another piece that has not ftarted from its - 


thing peculiarly remarkable; the part of 
the foundation that was carried away. 


The middle, as well: 
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as the three other fides, enjoy their ne 
nal folidity. 

ALL round the column of Pompey, the 
profpect of a naked country fatigues the 
eye; about a quarter of a league’s diftance 
are the catacombs, being a long fubter- | 
raneous alley containing nothing particu- 
lar, and of the fame breadth with thofe in- 
Naples. - è 

Our next excurfion was to Cleopatra’s 
canal, which fupplies Alexandria through- 
out the year with frefh water. In our 
way thither, from the hill we had been on, 
through a plain where capers grow, we 
traverfed a foreft of date-trees; their ferti- 
lity is owing to the neigbourhood of the 
canal, from which, through fmaller chan- 
nels water is conveyed to them; the banks 
of the canal are fhaded by differemg forts- - 
of trees, and occafionally inhabited by fly- 
ing camps of wild Arabjans; there they 
feed their flocks, and are miferably poor 
in regard to every .thing elfe. . The ori- 
ginal intent of cutting this canal, as hifto- 
ry informs us, was to facilitate commerce; 
between Grand Cairo and Alexandria; by 
the advantage of navigating thereon, the 
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merchants’ property was infured from the 
danger of crofling the Bogas, which is the 
mouth of the Nile; its other ufe we have 
mentioned above. It is now from the 
wretched plight of the people there, in a 


very decayed condition, almoft choaked 
in many parts, {carce furnifhing water e- 


nough for the refervoirs of Alexandria. A 


fpace inclofed with walls is the beginning 


of the aquedud, which can be traced along 
the plain, even to Alexandria; for though 
it be under ground, there are vents at cer- 
tain intervals, which mark its courfe to 
the refervoirs, or cifterns, which are in the 
parts we faw of Antient Alexandria. 


. When fhe flourifhed, there were cifterns 


and refervoirs under every part of the ci- 
ty, there now remain but half a dozen, in 
bad order; it would be fuperfiiuous to give 
a minute cefcription of them, and I fhall 
only obferve, that their vaults are made of 
brick, and covered with a fubftance impe- 
netrable to water, like that on the walls of 
the pifcennari, or refervoirs at Bai; and 
at Rome; in the warm baths of feveral 
emperors, the greater number of the co- 
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are of different forts, and moftly of the Go- 
thic, or rather of the Saracen tafte, which 
is to be accounted for in the fame-manner, 
as we have accounted for thë architecture 
of the great mole. Of all the ‘refervoirs 
now ufed, that next the gaté of Rofetta, 
preferves its water the longeft; which may 
probably be afcribed to its pofition, being 
lower than that of the others; when any 
of them are near empty, they are careful- 


. ly cleaned againft the fwelling of the Nile. 


Thefe refervoirs cannot: let out all their 
water, but are entirely emptied by chain- 
pumps. Water is fent to the new ci- 
ty in veffels, on the backs of camels or 
afles, 

We have but one article more of Anti- 
ent Alexandria to treat of, which is thè 
gate of Rofetta, and another, by which 
people come from the new city to the an- 
tient, through a fpacious area belonging 
to the latter; thefe two gates are built in 
thefame tate with the wall and caftles that 
furround the city. “That of Rofetta has 
little towers at each angle; the other, 
which is nearer to the bulwark, has 
but a plain opening throvgh the wall, 


16 THE TRAVELS OF 
its folding doors are made of timber, 
and covered with plates of iron extreme- 


ly rufty. 


LET us now take a turn to the old. 


port, where we fhall find fome remains be- 
longing to Antient Alexandria, or at leaft 
to its fuburbs. The old port, alias the 
port of Africa, has on one fide the great 
Pharillo, which is its defence there, as well 
as that of the new port. Oppofite to the 
great Pharillo, and the neck of land which 
forms the old port, there is a {mall caftle 
which defends the port on that fide; and 


in front, a part of the new city joins with 


the old. 
Now let us view the fepulchral grot- 
toes: they begin where the ruins of the an- 


tient city end, and continue to a great dif- | 


tance along the fea fhore; they are cut in 
the rocks, fometimes one above another, 
fometimes in the fame line, accordingas the 
fituation of the place permitted. Ava- 
rice, or hopes of finding fomething valua- 


ble, hath opened them all: I did not ob- | 


ferve one fhut, nor could fee any thing in 
them. In general, they are large enough 
to hold two bodies laid befide one another, 
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arid fomewhat longer than the common 
ftandard of man; their height depends on 
the nature of the rock; violence has been 
ufed in opening moft of them; what re- 
mains of them entire, is adorned neither 
with fculpture nor painting, it is too bar- 
ven a fubject to dwell any longer on; let 
us rather feaft our eyes on thofe agreeable 
retreats formed by the indenting of the 
fhore; where, in arctired and breezy fitu- 
ation, the warm votaries of pleafure indulg- 
ed, and when they chofe, unfeen themfelves, | 
could fee every thing that paffed in the 
port. Some rocks that advanced farther 
into the fea than ethers, afforded enchant- 
ing fcenes; the natural grots they had 
formed, invited the fculptor with his chi- 
zel to come and give a finifhing hand, and 
in rocks to execute alcoves of delight; fe- 
veral fubfift, the benches are fo managed, 
that you can fit quite dry, and bathe when 
you pleafe; the water of the fea flowing 
to a fufficient depth on the bottom of the 
grots; without, there are little landing 
places, whither they came in boats, that 
were there fheltered from any fudden gufts 
that might arife, . When they had a mind 
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to enjoy x view of the port, they readily 
found on the rocks, places where they fat 
fkreened from the’fun. 
AsovT thirty or forty paces from the 
fhore, and oppofite to the point of the pern- 
infula which forms the port, is a fubter- 
raneous monument, which the people call 
a Temple; the entrance to it is through a 
{mall opening, on the flope. of a rifing 
ground, that bounds the port on that fide; 


we went in, having previoufly, provided | 


flambeaus to. light us, and were obliged to 
walk itooping through a very lcw alley 
for twenty paces; then we reached a pret- 
ty large and fquare falon, the upper part is 
@cieling, and fmooth, as aré alfo the four 
fides; . the floor is full of fand, of the or- 
dure of bats, and animals that frequent it; 
thisis not the temple: to which one muft 
-país through another alley, where fome- 
thing more elegant recompences our trou- 
ble; a round figure, whofe top is cut in 
fhape of a vault. It has four doors oppo- 


fite one to the other, each of them is orna-- 


mented with an architrave, cornice, and a 
fronton with a crefcent overit; but one of 
the doors is the entrance, the other three 
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form each a kind of hiche, that defcend a 
great deal lower than this fubterraneous 
temple, are thriftily feooped out of the 
rock, and large enough to contain a dead 
body; this mifcalled temple muft have 
been the burying-place of fome great lord, 
or perhaps fome royal family; there 1s no 
infcription, engraving, or token of any 
kind, to give the leaft information.. An 
alley indeed, which leads off from this, in- 
clines us to conclude, that farther on there 
may be another fubterraneous edifice of 
the fame nature; and fo at certain diftances 
perhaps a continuation; but the paflages 
being ftopped up, through time and neg- 
ligence, they are now inacceflible, as will 
be probably in a few years, the one I fpeak 
of. 

As foon as we had emerged, and af- 
cended to the top of the fame rock, we 
faw large dykes, but could neither learn 
what ufe they had been intended for, nor 


at what time made; they are cut perpen- 


dicularly from top to bottom, are about 


forty feet deep, fifty long, and twenty wide; 


their fides are {mooth, but their bottoms are 
fo full of fand, that it is with difficulty one 
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can difcover the top of a canal, which in 
fome of thofe dykes feems to lead, per- 
haps to fome fuch fubterraneous edifice as 
the one I have feen. 


DOODO 
New Aiii: 


"AY be juftly looked on as.a poor 
orphan, who has no other imheri- 


tance but the refpectable name of its fae- 


ther. The ancient city’s wide extent is 
contracted in the new, to a {mall neck of 
land between the two ports. The’ moft 
fuperb of her temples are dwindled into 
inconfiderable mofyues; her moft magni- 
ficent palaces are degraded into dwelling; 
houfes, of a very paultry firucture; the 
imperial refidence is debafed into a prifon 
for flaves. Aonce wealthy and numerous 
people are now mifreprefented by a few 


interefted ftrangers, and a collection of 


wretches who live in fordid dependence. 
A mart formerly fo celebrated for its ex- 
tenfive commerce, is now decayed to a meer 
Janding place: Alas! it cannot be compar- 
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ed to the pheenix, that fromits ahes fprings 
anew into life; no, it is a poor crawling — 
infect, -the fpawn of filth, and infeéted by 
the Alcoran; fuch isthe fallen Alexandria 
of our days; and therefore undeferving a 
formal defcription. 

From what has preceded, the port 
and the.:manner of entering it are known; 
the city reached, travellers dand at the 
cuftom-houfe, and pay fome trifling du- 
ty for the cohveniencies they ‘carry with 


them. 


DurinG my-three weeks ftay at Alex- 
andria, in excurfionary walks, I vifitedthe 


following places but .a few leagues diftant 


from it. | 

Tue cakle of Bokkier, fituated on.a peak 
of land that advances into the fea, be- 
tween the city of Alexandria, and the vat 
tern mouth of the Nile. 

THE city and caftle of Rofetta, which 
lie to the right of thofe who enter the river 


by that motth. 


Tue village of Deruth, on the banks of 
the Nile, to the fouth of Rofetta, and the: 
eaft of Alexandria. 

Tae mofque of Scheck-Gadder on the 
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bank of the Nile, on the right hand of its | 


entrance. 
THe mofque of Carullo-Merefel. 


. ANOTHER mofque four leagues to the 


fouthward of Rofetta. 

Aut thefe places are fituated in the Del- 
ta, or in its neighbourhood, by which is 
defigned that part of lower Egypt, enclof- 
ed by the Mediterranean, and the two arms 
of the river Nilus, which begin their fepa- 
ration at Cairo; and the origin of this 
‘name is from the refemblance of the faid 
enclofure, to the triangular figure of the 
Grecian letter 4. 
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New Cairo. 


Arrived at Grand Cairo on the 7th of 


July, 1737- This capital of Egypt, 
which is called plainly Cairo, and by the 
Arabians, Maffer, is eaftward of the Nile, 
a little above the place where the river fplits 
to form the Delta. It is divided into two 
cities, the one called Old Cairo, the other. 
Grand Cairo. 
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THERE have been already fo many de- 
{criptions publifhed of this city, and its 
appendages, that I fhall remark but on a 
few particulars, which perhaps may not be 
thought unworthy of attention. 


its 


jel- Tue firft relates to the annual ceremo- 
` is ny of cutting the dyke of the canal, which 
lof- in the time of the {welling ofthe Nile, is 


to convey its waters to Grand Cairo. This 
canal, cut into the country, looks like a 
neglected folle, when it enters the city, 
aid it appears of more confequence, in flow- 
the ing by houfes that adorn its banks. It is 

not very broad either in country or city, 

and where the Nile runs into Jt, it has but 
oe from 15 to 20 feet in breadth. 

As {oon as the waters of the Nile ‘be- 
gin to rife, they clofe the mouth ofithe ca» 
nal with a dyke of earth, on which is fix- 

h of ed a fignal, that is to notify the open- 
ypt, ing of this and all other canals in the king- 
the dom. 


ile, Ox the appointed day, the Bafhaw and 
plits his beys, with a numerous retinue, afiit at 
two the ceremony of opening the dyke; they 
ther, $ range themfelves under a pavillion of no 


great elegance near the place. The E- 
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gyptians and the Jews are employed to cut $ r, 
the dyke, while fome of the rabble in a $c; 
paultry tkiff, throw nuts, melons, &c. into $ me 
the water.,as it enters the canal; the Ba- $., 
fhaw orders fome parats to be thrown’! in, Hawi 
and a ftarved firework, confifting of about $ do 
twenty rockets to be played off; thofe re- HR dr: 
joicings fo much exaggerated by travellers, $ cu: 
can boaft of little more than what may be $ the 
feen at a village wedding; the only obje& $ do 
there to excite curiofity, is the retinue of $ r 
the great, which in their way, has a kind $ th; 
of magnificence. pu 
Tue people on thefe occafions commit $ do 
a thoufand follies, to witnefs their į joy for W wi 
the fwelling of the Nile, which infures to $ wi 
them a plentiful harveft. The moft lafci- $ fec 
vious dances are not the moft offenfive ex- $ ye 
preflions of their alacrity; for there is $ ve: 
hardly a year but {ome lives are loft in in; 
thofe tumultuous rejoicings. the 
THE next obfervations I have to make, Wb 
are on the famous well of Jofeph ; its mouth $ br: 
is eighteen feet broad, twenty-four long, $ or 
its depth is two hundred and feventy-fix, 
from the upper wheel to the bottom of $ me 
the water, at Opgpundred and forty-fix 
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cut W fect depth is a bafon, up to which the wa- 
n after is brought from the bottom, by the 
means of a fecond wheel, with a chain of 
earthen pitchers; this repofitory is fome- 
what lower than the middle of the well, fow 


out Midownwards after there are but one hun- 
Te- $ dred and thirty feet; this well is elegantly 
lers, cut in a rock, and with fo much art, that 
y be $ the rock is a rampart to the defcending path 
je $ down its fide. From fpace to fpace, there 
e of Mare windows contrived to let in light; by 
sind $this path the oxen are led down, which 


put the fecond wheel in play; from whence, 
down to the very bottom, is a like defcent, 
with this difference indeed, that it is not fo 
3 to $ wide as the upper one, having but four 
afci- $ fect in breadth, and fix in height, moreo- 
€X- Mi yer there is no parapet on its fide, it is co- 
e is Mivered all the way, which renders the gc 
t in Ming down very dangerous; at the end of 
the defcent is a bafon, or a {pring of water, 

ake, Mabout nine or ten fect deep, the tafte is 
outh W brackifh; it is never drunk but in a fiege, 
ong, Mor ome ot ier prefling neceflity. | 
“fix, Last y, | fhall o>ferve, that their com-’ 
n of Emerce, though infinitely greater former- 
y-fix Bly, than it i: at prefer. yet in My opi- 
B 4 
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nion, not in fo abject a way, as to. pro- 
nounce it totally unworthy of the curious 
traveller’s inquiry. | 


SMP PRE PAPASKS XOX SX BX 
Old Cairo. 


HIS antient city is fituated on the 
bank of the canal that divides the 
ille of Rhoda from the main land; its 
length, to reckon from the machine which 
raifes the water of the aqueduct, unto the 
Bafar, is a quarter of a French league; its 
breadth is- five hundred common paces; 
the reft is very unequal, and its extremi- 
ties terminate in fingle houfes. 

THE majority of its buildings (the abodes 
of working folks excepted) are pleafure- 
houfes, whither repair the diftinguifhed in- 
habitants of Cairo to divert themfelves, 
when the waters of the Nile are at the 
higheft pitch. ‘There are many gardens, 
the date treesxand vines occupy a great 
deal of ground. 

At old Cairo there are half a dozen 
mofques, with minarets tantamount, to 
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our fpires, with other places of worthip for 
different believers; -in one of -the Coptic 
churches there is a grot, in which tradi- 
tion reports the Virgin Mary refted from 
the labours of her retreat into Egypt: the 
fathers of the Holy-land pay annually 
a certain fum, for the privilege of fay- 
ing mafs whenever they pleafe in the faid 
grotto. | 

Tue water-houfe is a work of the Sa- 
racens; therearein it four mills, with chains 
of earthen pots; oxen are ufed to put 
them in motion, in order to draw up wa- 
ter to the aqueduct, which conveys it to 
Grand Cairo. 

One of the moft confiderable buildings; 
is Jofeph’s granary, it covers a large fpace 
of ground, and is-incircled by a wall; there 
is depofited all the tributary corn paid to 
the Grand Signior, by -the different can- 
tons of Egypt; there is nothing remarka- 
ble or antique in it. 

Tue pleafure-houfes of the great, an- 
p. but poorly to the title; they confift 

f large falons, clumfily arraiki within 
which are three or four divans, or fo many 
little holes that form a-kind of labyrinth, 
B 2 
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from which no other advantage accrues, 
than that the owner can commodioutfly fee 
his wives and flaves, without any of their 
knowing what another is doing. 

NoTHING agreeable is to be feen in the 
environs of Grand Cairo, on the eaftern 
fide; there are but barren hills, that 
feem to have been heaps of afhes and 
: ruins. 

THE city may be faid to be entirely o- 
pen, having but a door to the eat, and a 
fragment of a wall fince the time of the 
Saracens. 

THE canal cut between Grand Cairo and 


the ifle of Rhodda is of the greateft anti- 


quity; it begins at the Bafar, and ends 
near the water-houfe; it may be walk- 
ed over without wetting one’s: foot, 
_ when the waters of the Nile are low, but 
when the river is full, it is navigable by 
{mall craft. It is two hundred common 
paces broad, and a quarter of a French 
league in length. 

Tuere is, I believe, a quarter of a 
league from Old to Grand Cairo; and half 
a league from Old Cairo to Boulace, which, 
by its vicinity to Grand Cairo, ferves it as 
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a kind of magazine. Itis fituated eatt- 
ward of the Nile,» and northward of — 
the canal, which, as before obferved, con- 
veys the water from the Nile to Grand 
Cairo. | 

In the middle of the river, between Old 
Cairo, and Gize, is the ifle of Rhodda, 
which is near as long as Old Cairo, when 
its northern point is not overflowed, for 
during the irtundation, it lofes a quarter 
of ts extent. It may be about five hun- 
dred- paces broad,in the middle, its nor- 
thern extremity terminates in a point, and 
the front of the Mokkias ftretches quite 
acrofs its fouthern extremity; the ifland is 
almoft entirely laid out in gardens; its on- 
ly inhabitants are gardeners, and working 
men, neceflary to aflift them with their la- 
bour. | 

Tag Mokkias, or Mikkias, is its chief 
ornament, and was erected by the Saracens. 

Ir derives its.name from its ufe, for 
Mokkias fignifies meafure; and one can 
eftectively obferve every day the rife or 
fall of the waters of the Nile, by the means 
of its graduated column; by its guidance, 
the public criers proclaim the events in ei- 
B 3 
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ther fenfe, at different hours through the 


city. Its bafon is in a fquare tower, fur- 
rounded by a gallery, has feveral windows, 
and is vaulted in the Arabian tafte. Over 
the entrance of the Mokkias is an Arabi: 
an infcription, which was thus interpreted 
to me: 


The entrance to this place witneffeth, that 


there is no other God, but one God; 
and Mahomet is the envoy of that God: “ 


Bestpe the Mokkias, but ftill in the 
fame range of buildings, is a great mofque, 
and clofe to the mofque, weftward, are 
ftairs to go down to the water, on thefe 
ftairs the people make their obfervations; 


for the Mokkias is kept fhut, and it is tio’ 


eafy matter to get it opened. The re- 
mainder of the buildings adjoining to the 
Mokkias is for the ufe of its attendants; 
and thofe of the mofque. 

Some pretend, that it was on this ifland 
Mofes had been expofed by his mother, 
and faved by the daughter of Pharaoh; 
which opinion, for the following reafons, 
may be objected to; 1ft, ‘The ifle of Rhad: 
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da has not always been, what it now is; 


which is evident from the canal that fepa- 
rates it from Old Cairo; zd, The city of 
Memphis was fituate on the other fide of 
the Nile, and there is no mention made in 
Scripture, that Pharach’s daughter had 
crofled the river. 

In order to continue uninterruptedly 
the defcription of Grand Cairo, and its 
dependencies; let us now confider Gize, 
which I have already mentioned; it is a 
pretty large village, on the weftern banks 
of.the Nile, oppofite to Old Cairo, andthe 
ile of Rhodda; it is built of bricks and 
mud; the only ornaments it can boaft are 
four or five minarets of mofques, and fome 
date trees. | y 

Ir certain authors are to be credited, the 
city of Memphis formerly ftood where the ` 
village of Gize now is; and I confefs, this 
opinion is not devoid of probability, though 
in triétly examining this opinion, confi- 
derable abatements muft be made of the 
grandeur of that ancient capital of Egypt; 
or we muft greatly exaggerate the plains 
in its neighbourhood: .for Gize now co- 
vers but half the {pace Old Cairo occupies} 
B 4 
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and the environing plains never efcape the 
overflowings of the Nile. Is it then rea- 
dily to be believed, that fo great, fo famous 
a city as Memphis, fhould have been built 
in a place fubjeét to water for one half of 
the year; or if fo, that the antient authors 
would have omitted fo particular a circum- 

ftance? 

HALF a leans fouthward of Old Cairo 
is the great mofque of Atter-Ennabi, built 
on a point of the eaftern bank of the Nile. 
‘ The Mahometants hold it in great venera- 
tion, from a tradition, that their firft calif 
Omar, on arriving in that place, the mofque 
is now raifed to-his honour, left there the 
imprefflion of his foot in marble. There 
is nothing extraordinary within or without, 
fave’ a corridor of antique columns, fo 
badly arranged, that in many places the 
capitals turned upfide down, ferve for 
pedeftals, and the pedeftals reciprocally for 
capitals. 

. Derr-etwn is a village very near the 
mofque of Atter-Ennabi on the fouth fide; 
in it there is a mofque, and a convent of 
Coptic Chriftians, the houfes are very mean, 
and built moftly of mud; one end touches 
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on the Nile, not much above a league dif- 
tance from it: ‘the principal ornament of 
this, and of moft of the other villages are 
the date trees, that: grow in great quan- 
tities near them. According to fome ins. 
terpretations, Deir+Etun fignifies a convent’ 
of figs; on. this occafion: I. do not think it- 
improper to remark, that feveral forts ‘of 


vairo $ fies grow in Egypt,-but though they differ 
built # in general one from the other, there is one 


more {fpecifically different, I mean: that 
which grows on ‘the fycamore, called in 
calif M Arabic, Giomez. Zacharias .was perched 
Íque Hon one of thefe trees, to fee our Saviour’s 
e the $ entry into Jerufalem. This fycamore: is 
“here $ about the height of a beech-tree, and bears 
hout, $ its fruit in a manner entirely different 
s, fo @ from all the others, on its trunk, where 
s the $$ from a clufter of little buds in a branch of 
e for $ grapes’ form, the fruit appears, and grows 
ly for @ not unlike toit; the tree is an ever-green, 

and produces fruit feveral times in the year, 
- the Ș without being bound to fixed periods; for 
fide; $ I have feen fome fycamores have fruit two 
nt of $ months after the others; in figureand fla- 
nean, $ vour it refembles the true fig, but is infe- 
uches Ș rior in its tafte, which has a naufeating 
B 5 
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{weetnefs; its colour is yellow, inclining 
-to that of the oker, fhaded with a fleth cò: 
lour;. itason the infide figured like com. 
mon figs, but its colour is blackifh; {potted 
with yellow; this fort of tree is ‘pretty’ 
common .in Egypt: the people in generat 
eat.its fruit, and deem it a high regale 
when they have:a {lice of bread, a couple 
of the figs, of thofe fycamores; and a pa 
er full of the Nile water. 

I sHALL annex fome other remarks 
made during my: flay:at Gairo; and ‘in its 
environs. . To wit, their common mannéf 
of hatching chickens, is by the means ofan 
oven artfully contrived for that purpofe, 
‘They threfh their rice with a fledge drawn 
by oxen, in which kneels the man that 
drives them, while another carries off the 
traw, in order to feparate it from the grain 
that. remains. underneath; ‘before the rice 
undergoes this operation, it is fpread cir- 
cularly, and leaves an empty fpace im the 
middle ofthelayer. There comefrequent- 
ly to Cairo, a fort of barges on the Niké, 
carrying fena from Eflenay, they ‘are call 
ed by the country people Merkee, I em- 
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barked on board one of them to go: ‘up the 


Nile from Cairo. 
Tu grafshopper, as well as the dare’ Ta, 


| are remarkable; the former efpecially for 
its hievoglyphical front, their body is’ all 


over green, excepting a yellow circle that 
goes round their head, and terminat:s at 
the eyes; in length they are about twoin- 
ches, and the twenty-fixth part of one, 


| Danifh meafure. This infest has tw up: 


per wings, pretty folid, and green like the 
ret of the body, fave a little white {pot 
upon each, it expands thefe. wings like two 
great fails, which take in the driving gale; 


it hath alfo two under wings, in fubftance 


not unlike to a light tranfparent ftuff, aad 
in figure to a fpider’s web, which ferves 
lier the fame way as the latin fails do the 
veflels, along whofe fides they are fixed; 
when this infect ftops, fhe anchors, by 
clofely folding thefe, her check wings, uns 
der the upper. The dareiva is a kind of 
gnat, with which in the evening the wa- 
ter is almoft covered; & believe them to be 
the foodful object of the bats purfuit on 
the Nile. 

Tuex have a particular kind of float- 
B 6 
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boat to ferry over the Nile, made of largé 
earthen pitchers tied clofely together, and 
covered ‘with palm-tree leaves; the man 
who -fteers; has commonly a cord hangin 
from his mouth, with which, as he fails, he 
fifhes. 

Taxe a-view of Adam’s fig-tree, vulgar 
ly called Bananas, and of the beautiful cy- 
prefs of Old Cairo, of what is now called 
Pharaoh’s Hen, and believed to have been 
the ibis of the antients. 

Tue Cafia Fiftulata is to be met with e- 
very: where in Egypt. I think it not `a- 
mifs to enumerate fome of their veffels, and 
other ‘utenfils for common domeftic ufe. 
The bardakes are made fome of white earth, 
others of a blackifh; they are both half 
baked, in order that the water filtrating 
through the bottom, may be thereby cla- 
ried; the white are the better fort, be- 
caufe the water fooner cools ia them than 
in the others; they coft more, it it true, 
but as two or three of them can be pur- 
chafed for a parat, equivalent to two French 
fols; none but the poor would decline hav- 
ing them; they are covered on the top by 


= 


MR. NORDEN 9% 


a fraw bonnet, fafhioned in a very» parti- 


cular manner. | 
` Tue water which is -brought from the 
Nile, on camels, or affes, is poured into 
great jars, made of a baked and red earth; 
they are not armed with any varnith; but ) 
alfo purge the water of the Nile, which 
is very foul; its purification: .is forwied- 
ed by throwing in almonds, or peeled 
beans. They are thirty-two inches high, 
Perfian meafure, and in the mouth ten in- 
ches wide. | 
THE ewer, though grofsly executed, iS- 
one of the beft pieces of earthen ware in 


Egypt, where the whole confifts in making 
afew wretched veflels and difhes; the work- 


men, being unacquainted with the ufe of 
varnifh, are incapable of making any — 
that does not leak. 

Tuer coffee-pots are well aC 
trived, being of red copper tinned withm 
and without; there are of different fizes, 
containing from one to twenty cups, always: 
ready made, fo that the traveller may:pick ' 
and chufe; the cups from which they drink | 
their coffee are ufed without difhes in ge- 


neral, except by thofe of highrank. The 
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Indian porcelain is that which is employed 
in this country. 

Tuer lamps for common ales and the 
lanterns which they hang out-on their fef- 
tivals are from the inelegance of their make, 
no obje& of. animadverfion for the cuyiouig 
but what follows really i is. 

InasmMucH as:rain falls but very rarely 
in Egypt, the Author of nature hath.in his 
‘infinite. wifdom fo difpofed of things, that 
this defe& of rain, 1s happily fupplied by the 
river Nile’s regularly overflowing every 
year. Though this effect be fo gencrally 
known, it is dirange how erroneonfly peo 
pie have ftroven to account, not only for 


the caufe, but the manner alfo of cultivat- 


ing the earth in confequence. 

AuTHORS, who have undertaken to 
give defcriptions of Egypt, have thought 
thefe articles fo univerfally known, that 


they have {carce entered into any detail a» 


bout them; fatished in having faid, that 
the fertility of the country derived folely 
from the annual inundation of the Nile, 
they advance no farther.. Hence many peo- 
ple have been induced to think, that E- 


gypt is a terreftrial paradife, that needs not 
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the trouble of ploughing, or even of fow- 
ing the earth; and where every thing 
{prings up {pontaneoully, after the depar- 
ture of the water. Tt is quite etherwife, 
and I would venture to affert, from what I 
have feen, that no country wants, more the 
aid of agriculture than Egypt does, which 
is evinced by their many hydraulic ma- 
chines to water the earth; and the plough 


> which is in ufe near Gamafis, in upper E- 


gypt. 
Tue Delta part, which is the moft fré- 


quented, and the ’moft cultivated, ftands 
lefs in need of mechanical affiftance; tor 
there they only employ a number of milk, 
to raife and diftribute the water to the dif- 
ferent canals, which inthe French language, 
are commonly called watering canals. The 
Delta has befides a natural advantage 
from the lownefs of its fituation, and 
being thereby more obvious to the ovefe 
flow. 

Azove Cairo, leathern veffels are fome- 
times made ufe of to pour water into the ca- 
nals, as are allo chaplet wheels, witha cham 
of pitchers, worked by oxen. Though 
thefe machines be not of mafterly contri- 
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vance, yet'they are fufficient to. fupply. the 
quantities '‘neceffary to water-the earth ; : let 
it -be obferved, that the dykes in general ; are 


tara 
fron 
of t 


in:a very neglected fate o ] 
Tue drought. is fometimes fo: great, the wat 
the ground requires not- only ‘the benefit $ the 
of the Nile’s general inundation, but abfo, HJ low 
that when its waters begin to» fall; ‘they $ mo 
may be delayed from flowing off too fait; Hi wh 
that by lying on, a fufficent time, the'f can 
earth may be imbibed, and drenched, thant: ner 
-with. as { 
‘Tuts neceffity has for a long time put $ at 
them on the refearch after means to ftop, $ wa 
_and preferve the waters for the exigencies of J the 


‘the earth; which was by the antient E- 
gyptians done in fo mafterly a manner, that HJ enc 
in their days, the country had a flourifhing $ plo 

countenance, to the very feet of the moun- as | 
tains. But from. the injuries of fire, and $ fer 

‘the different defolations this kingdom hath 

been afflicted with, all is fallen into fuch J vi 


‘utter ruin, that if the moft prefling urgen- J ca 
‘cies of want, did not compel the Arabians. to, 
to wotk, in Jefs than one century, Egypt JJ ev 
would be reduced to as wretched a plight th; 


as that of little Barbary, joining to the ca- 
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taras; where along the banks’ of the Nile, 
from twenty to thirty feet, is all the breadth 
of the tilled ground. 


THE means prattifed for preferving the 


| water,.are dykes and canals, cut or dug in 

the places.where the bank of the river is 
‘low, and is from thence conveyed to the 
| mountains, acrofs entire provinces, fo that 


when the Nile rifes, its waters enter into 
canals, by which it is conveyed*to thein- 
ner parts of the country, proportionably 
as the river is high. When -the Nile is 
at its higheft pitch, and has diffufed ‘its 
waters abroad, great care is taken to.delay 
them, that the land may have time to foak 
in a fufficient quantity. ‘And it is fer-this 
end, that the dykes called Gifler are em- 
ployed; they prevent the waters return, 
as long as deemed requifite, then the Gif- 
fer is cut to let the waters efcape. 

ALL the happinefs and health of a pro- 
vince, depends on a juft direction of the 
canals, but as every one partially ftrives 
to, make the moft they can of them, 
even to the Bey of Gize, who gets more 
than five hundred purfes by them; they. 
are in many places fallen, wherefore the 
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fertility of the country diminithes in pro 
portion. 
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The Pyramids of Egypt. 


EF ORE I leave Cairo and its envi 
rons, I think it incumbent on me 
to fay fomething of thofe monuments, fore- 
moft objects of the curiofity of travellers 
in Egypt; I mean the pyramids, formerly 
reckoned among the feven wonders of the 
world; and are to this day matter of adie 
ration, from Cairo to Meduun. 3 
Tuose fuperb monuments are to be met 
with but in-Egypt, for the one:at Rome, 
wherein, Ç. Ceftius is entombed, is but a 
meer imitation, and of dimenfion much in- 
ferior to the {mallet in Egypt, therefore 
deferves not to be quoted as an exception 
to our general pofition above. Another 
is, that pyramids are to be feen but from 
Cairo to Meduun; certain writers have af- 
ferted, that there are fome in upper Egypt; 
but either they have been impofed on by 
falfe memoirs, or would vainly infinuate, 


pro: 
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that they penerated into patts, no other 
perfon had attempted, and- have there 
difcovered things unknown i to the world 


belide. 


THE pyramids are not built on the plains, 
but on the rocks, at the feet of the high 
mountains that accompany the’: Nile in 
its courfe, and divide Egypt from Ly- | 
bia. | : 
Tuey were all built for the fame pur- 
pofe, which was, to ferve for burying places, 
but their archite€ture, as well exterior, as __ 
interior, differs greatly for difpofition, mat- 
ter, and fize. 

SOME are opened, others ruined; the 
ereateft number fhut: there is not one. 
that hath not been damaged one way or- 
other. It is obvious that they have not 
been all erected at the fame time, which 
can be proved, from the prodigious quan- 
tity of materials neceffary for their ftruc- 
ture. The perfection remarkable in the 
laft fabricated is another proof; for great 
is their fuperiority over the firft, both as 
to fize and magnificence. This may be 
pofitively afferted of them, that their ftruc- 
ture is of the moft remote antiquity, and 
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anterior to the moft ancient hiftorians, 
whofe writings have come down to us. 
What thefe authors have tranfmitted to 
us, relative to the conftrudction of the py- 
ramids, is founded on traditions rather fa- 
bulous than probable. One article con. 
cerning the pyramids, is as wonderful ‘as 
true;-that although they now fubfift, the 
epoch of their being built was unknown, 
when even the firft Grecian philofophen 
travelled 1 in Egypt. 

' Tuar the moft antient pyramids “have 
been raifed at the fame time the tower of 
Babel was, isa bold furmife; but ‘the pyra 
mids: have to boaft that they fill fubfift, 
whereas fcarce any remains of the antient 
tower are to be found. 

Ir feems probable to me, that the ori- 
gin of pyramids, hath been prior to that 
of hieroglyphics. ` The meaning of their 
characters had been loft, even in the time 
that the Perfians conquered Egypt, there- 
fore the fixed epoch of the pyramids is of fo 
remote antiquity, that vulgar chronology 
cannot grafp it.. 

I po not think my fuppofition, that:the 
pyramids, even the laft built, were long 


: MR NORDEN 45 
ns, [ag before the ufe of hieroglyphics, is without 
us, S foundation: : Thus. I fupport it; is it to 
to $b: believed, that the Egyptians would have 
py- @aiecft thofe fuperb monuments without the 
fa Bleak hieroglyphical infcription, which they 
on- $ were fo lavith of, on any confiderable build- 


without the pyramids; not even in the 
ruins of the temples, of the fecond and 
third pyramids: is it not then probable, 
that the origin of pyramids preceded that 
of hieroglyphics, notwithftanding their hav- 
ing been looked on as the fr characters 
made ufe of in Egypt? 

A TRADITION prevails amongit the pre- 


mely been peopled by a race of giants; 
ori: Sby whom have been raifed the pyramids, 
hat W ipacious palaces,and temples whofe remains 


reir Mare the vbje&s of our prefent admiration. » 


ime Tuis fable fcarce deferves a refutation, 
ere- $ toe falfity of it being fo obvious; but 


f fo HB however, in order to defeat totally whate- 


ogy Meer might be advanced in its favour; I ob- 
| ferve, that if the country had been for- 


the #merly peopled by giants, the entrance to. 


the grottoes, caverns, or from whence the 


ing? Not one is to be feen- within, nor | 


fent inhabitants of Egypt, that it had for-- 
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ftones have been brought for the edi. 
fices, fhould have been larger than. they 
are; that the doors. of the -buildings in 
queftion, and which now fubfift, fhould 
have been alfo higher and wider, that the 
giants might eafily have gone in, and come 
out: that the channels or conduits of the’ 
pyramids which are fo narrow, that a com: 
mon man now lying on his belly, could 
fcarce drag himfelf forwards, would have 
been entirely unequal to the fuppofed gi $bour 
gantic ftature. on y 
Moreover, no other thing gives. us affhave 
jufter idea of the ftature of men in thofe {moll 
days than the urn, or the farcophagus, gmot 
which is to be feen in the greateft, and the ffrom 
laft pyramid, the neareft to Cairo. This their 
exifting and undeniable proof, deftroys all Hjecardi 
ideas relative to the giants.. It fixes the Meal, 
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ftature of the prince’s body for whom it T 
had been ereéted, and from the channels of conti 
this pyramid we eafily conclude, that the ve | 


workmen there were not of greater bulk but ¢ 
than the prince, for their inlets and outlets the n 
are {carcely fufficient for admiffion of the i CO 
prefent fize of men. Tı 
Tse principal pyramids are to the cat Șt th 
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fouth-eaft of Gize, a village fituated on the 
weftern bank of the Nile, as has been hère- 
tofore remarked, and as feveral authors 
have pretended, that in the fame place 
Memphis had been; thatis the reafon, why 
the neighbouring ones are called the Pyra- 
mids of Memphis. 

THER are four of them that peculiarly 
merit the attention of the curious; for al- 
though there be {even or eight in the neigh- 
bourhood, they are nothing in compari- 
on with the former, efpecially fince they 

ave been opened, and almoft entirely de- 
molifhed. The four principal ones are al- 
mof on a diagonal line, and diftant one 
from the other, about four hundred paces; 
their four faces anfwer exactly to the four 
cardinal points, the north, the fouth, the 
eat, and the welt. 

THe two moft northern are the moft 
confiderable, and arein perpendicular height 
five hundred feet; the two others are lefs, 
but contain fome particularities, which are 
the motive of their being examined, and 
in confequence admired. 

TuE pyramids are founded upon rocks, 
at the foot of the mountains, which had 
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not originally been all over even, but have 
fince been made fo by the help of the chi 
zel, as is yet difcoverable in many parts of 
it; this artificial level has a flope on the 
north fide, and on the eat, by means of 
which, favourable afliflances were raifed 
for the commodious conveyarice of mate. 
vials neceflary for the pyramids. This 
plain is about fourfcore perpendicular feet 
high, above the horizon of the lands, 
which are fubject to the overflowing of 
the Nile; it is a Danifh league in circum. 
ference. 

ALTHOUGH this tet be on a continued 
rock, it is almoft covered by a flying fand, 
blown by the wind from off the high 
mountains in the neighbourhood; in thi 


in ; 

fand, a number of fhells and petrified oy 5 
yaar . El ha 
fters are found, which is the more furprif E 
ing, becaufe the Nile never rifes fo high T 
as to overflow this plain, and ifit ever had, a 

it could not be concluded the caufe o 

a de 
this extraordinary effect, becaufe that no obfe 
fuch fubftances are wafted by it in all its 


courfe. There is moreover another guef 

no 
tion to be made; from whence are come 5 
thofe fhells of a like fort to be found os 
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aave the very: pyramids; Mr. Scheuezzer, in 
chii my opinion, would be puzzled to conjec- 
ts o ture them: to be the remains of the univer- 
the fa deluge: in’ which cafe, he would be o- 


18: bliged to prove, that the pyramids were to 
aidie fo tremendous.a force, as that of the 
nate. 


deluge ; on’reflexion, it muft appear to 
him too gneat:a miracle... In this place alfo 
are found j; fome- of thofe celebrated flint 
tones, which for the fingularity of their 
colours, are in far. greater eftimation than 
agate, and of which:at Cairo, tobacco-box- 
es and hafts for knives are made. 

Tue moft:northern of thofe: great py- 
ramids, 15, the only.éne that is open, and 
as it is the firt we meet, I fhall. by it be- 
gin my intended defcription;..after which, 
I thall examine whatever as remarkable in 
the others. : 

Tue figure of ieaiai is fo generally 
known, that it would be fuperfluous to give 
a defcription of them here... I fhall only 


This 
- feet 
inds, 
g ot 


cum 


nued 
fand, 
high 
| this 
1 oy 
rprif 
high 
bay 
fe df 


at no re. 
“Hl its obferve by the way, that it is the moft fo- 
pi lid fgure:can be given to a-ptle of build- 
con ing. : There is no way to deitroy it, un- 


lfs begun above; it is fixed on too firm 
a £ ° s i 
a :oundation, to attack it there; and who- 
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ever fhould attempt, would find as mug 
difficulty to execute its overthrow, as ther 
had been to erect it. One muft be ven 
near to the northern pyramid, in order ty 
defcry the extent of this enormous maf, 
It is like all the others, whether great o 
{mall, without any artificial . foundation, 
Nature has furnifhed one in the rock, which 
is ftrong enough to fupport this weight 
which is really immenfe. The outfide of 
the pyramid is for the moft part of fqua 
ftones, hewn from a rock, fituate along th 
banks of the Nile, wherein, to this day, th 
grottoes are feen, from whence the ftone 
have been taken; the fize of the fquara 
of thefe ftones is not equal; they all hav 
a prifmatic figure. The architec had them 
all cut in that manner, that they might b 
placed one on top of the other, and asit 
were to be cemented together; one might 
incline to think that their feveral rank 
ought to have formed as it were fo many 
degrees—but it is quite otherwife—for th 
architect’s attention was full of the pyr 
midal figure, and did not trouble itfelf 
bout the regularity of degrees. 

TueEse ftones are not near fo hard s 
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might be imagined, from their having fub- 
fitted fo long; they owe their prefervatr 
on to the climate they are in, which is not 
 fubje&t to frequent rams. But notwith» 
ftanding this advantage, they are obferved 
to be worm eaten, chiefly indeed on the 
‘North fide; wherefore they are far from 
being fo hard as the ftones of Breme, or 
Bentheim. The different exteriour cour- 
fes of thefe kones are joined to each other 
by their own weight, without lime, lead, 
| or the binding of any fort of metal. But 
in regard to the body of the pyramid, which 
is full of irregular ftones, they were obli- 
ged to ufe a mortar, which is apparent at 
the entrance of the fecond channel of the 
rt pyramid, which has been forcibly o- 
pened; I perceived not the leaft mark to 
| prove that it had been covered with mar- 
ble; for although fome travellers have con- 
jectured fo, from feeing the fummit of the 
fecond pyramid covered with granite ; 
there is by fo much the lefs reafon to cre- 
dit this furmife, that on the fides there are 
not the leaft remains of granite or marble 
to be found, and it would have been im- 
poflible to have carried it fo entirely away, 
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as to leave not a fragment behind: it is true, 
that about this pyramid and others, many 
{craps of granite and white marble are to be 
feen, but they do not lead to a proof that 
the pyramids were covered therewith; fuch 
materials were ufed on the infide. of the 
pyramid, and of temples that ftood with- 
out; it is therefore more natural to pre- 
fume, that thofe pieces are the remains of 
thofe ftones, when worked on to be em: 
ployed, or of the ruins of the temples, ra- 
ther than pieces of marble that had been 
torn off by force from the covering of the 
pyramids. 
= Tuae one I now defcribe, is three hours 
journey from Old Cairo; the way to go 
to it is, to embark on the Nile, when its 
waters are low, near the iile of Rhodda, in 
order to be carried to Gize, which is not 
diftant above a mufket fhot, the remaining 
part is by land, but when the waters of the 
Nile are out, and in their greateft {well, 
they go in a bark from old Cairo, to the 
rock on which the pyramids are built. 
Irs entrance is on the north fide ; by its 
four angles we eafily know, that its lowelt 
Stones are the firft angular and fundamen- 
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tal ones, but. from thence ‘upward to the 
middle, the wind has formed a glacis of 
and, which is fo high on .the north fide, 
hat it facilitates the way to the entrance 
of the pyramid. 

_ Tue entrance of this, as well as of all 
he others, has been made under the bafis 
f the moulding of the pyramid, above 48 
feet above the horizon, and inclining more 
to the eaft than to the weft; they have cut 
o the {flope of the pyramid, in order to- 
ifcover it; the architrave of the firft chan- 
nel, by which this opening commences, 
ceems to promife a portal; but having cut 
on, without finding any thing behind it but 
tones, ike thofe.employed in building the 
pyramid, the project of fearching for any 
ther opening, befides that already difco- 
ered, was laid afide. 

Tus opening leads fucceflively to five 
different channels, or conduits; which, al- 
hough they run above, below, and hori- 
zontally, tend all to the fouth, terminate 
n two chambers, the one in the middle of 
he pyramid, the other beneath. ~ 

ALL, except the fourth, have pretty: 
çar the fame dimenfions, to wit, three. 
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feet and a half fquare. They are conftruc. 
ted alike, and covered on their four fides 
with great pieces of white marble, fo fmooth, 
that there would be no going on them, 
without the artifice employed, and even as 
matters are now, that we find from each 
ftep little holes cut for the fixing of the feet, 
it is troublefome enough to get on, and 
whoever makes a falfe ftep, inevitably re- 
lapfes to the place he began from. 

Ir is faid, that they all have been fhut 
up, and filled with large fquare ftones, 
thrown into them after the work had been 
finifhed. It is certainly true, that the end 
of the fecond has been blocked up; for 
there are two fquare pieces of marble, 


- which debar all communication with the 


firt. But to fpeak the genuine truth, its 
entrance is not large enough to admit a 
man, and therefore lefs fo to receive fo 
great a quantity of large ftones, as mutt 


have been requifite to filtup the ether chan- 


nels. | 
Wuen the two firt are paffed, a refting- 
place is met, which has on the right hand 
an opening for a fmall channel or well, 
wherein, except another little refting-place, 
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ac W only bats are to. be found; after having 
des Wi ufered a great deal from them, there is 
th, fag the farther great difappointment of not fee- 
em, $ing its ifue, on account of the fand it ig 
n as fa choaked. with. 

From. the frit mentioned refting-place,, 
the third: channel leads to. a chamber not 
very large, half filled with ftones taken 
from the wall on the right hand, ta open 
there another channel, which terminates in 
a niche not far from it; it is vaulted ridge- 
wife, and is all over inlaid with granite, 
that had formerly its polfh, but is now 
quite blackened, by the fmoke of the flame 
beaus of its vifitors. 

AFTER having returned by the fame 
road, the next. task is to climb up to the 
fourth channel; along its fides are raifed' 
ays, it is very high, and vaulted in a 


re fo ridge like a form... 
nut THe fifth conducts to the fuperiour 
han: @achember ; before one comes thither, in the 


middle of the canal, fomewhat higher than. 
it, but not larger, is a fmaĦ apartment. Om 
each fide an incifion is made in the ftone, 
thereby perhaps to throw in all thofe that 
lace, Ma “ere mtended to clofe up. the entrance of 

| C 4 


THE TRAVELS OF 
chamber, which, like’the otheryi 18:"CO. 
vered with granite. 

On ‘the left fide'is a ‘large urn, or, te 
{peak more properly, a farcophagus of gra. 
nite, which has but the plain figure-of a pa. 
rallel opaqued, without any other orna 
ment; all that can be faid: of it is, that it 
is a piece well hollowed, and founds like: 
bell when ftruck with a key. 

NortTHwarp of the Sarcophagus, a pret- 
ty deep hole is perceived, and made fince 
the pyramid has been finifhed. The reafon 
is not known; yet one may not improba 
bly furmife, that there had been a cavity 
underneath; for it appears as if the pave- 
ment was fallen, after that the foundation 
of the chamber hath given way. 

THERE is not any thing more to be'feen 
in-the chamber, fave two little canals, one 
to. the north,.the other to the fouth. It 
is not poffible now to determine either their 
ufe, or their depth, becaufe they are ftop 
ped up with ftones and other things which 
the curious have thrown in, to try how far 
they went. 

Tue other three great pyramids, as l 
have before remarked,:are ranged ‘almot 
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co HE on the fame line with the former, and may 

| be diftant from each other from five to fix 
n to hundred paces. 
gTa Tuat which is neareft to the firft, and 
apa ME commonly called the fecond pyramid, ap- 
na ME pears to be the higher of the two, but this: 
at it MM is caufed by the foundation, which is more’ 
ikea elevated, for in every thing elfe they are 
equal and fimilar; and have no other dif- 
ference but that the fecond- is fo exactly 
clofed, as that no mark of its ever having: 
been opened appears. Its fummit is- co- 
vered on the four fides with granite fo well 
joined, and of fo finifhed a poitfli; that the 
mot daring man would: not: attempt to 
mount thereon. | It is true that here and 
there incifions are: feen in-the ftones, but’ 
as they are made neither.at equal diftances, 
nor are continued high enough, it:is, me- 
thinks, enough to-difluade.from fo vain an: 
attempt. 

Ox the eaft fide are feen the ruins of the: 
temple, whofe ftones are of a prodigious 
bulk.. Weftward' about twenty feet deep, 
there is a canal cut-in the rock, on which 
the pyramidis raifed, which witneffeth that: 
G's 
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it was neceflary to lower the ròck, by 


fo-much in order to form a plane. 

Tue third pyramid is by one hundred 
feet lower than the two firft, but quite fi- 
milar to them in its cenftruétion ; it is-like 


the fecond, fhut, and without any covers 
ing. On the north-eaft fide are a great 


quantity of ftones: But it is to be. be- 


lieved, they were rather employed for 


the temple, than the pyramid: this tem- 
ple fituate on the eaft fide, as is alfo: that of 
the fecond pyramid, is fooner Known by 


ruins, than the other. The ftones are of 


a prodigious bulk, and the entrance is on 
the eaft fide.. 

Tue fourth pyramid is am hundred feet 
lower than the third. It is like the others 
uncovered without, is fhut, but hath no 
temple like the firft. It has one article wor- 


thy of obfervation, which is, that. its fum- 


mit is terminated by one great ftone, that 
feems to have ferved for a pedeftal:. It can- 
not be faid that it is exactly in the fame 
line with the others, inafmuch: as it Jeans a 
ttle more to the weft. 

Tusse four great pyramids are furroun- 
ded by many leffer ones, that for the mo 
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part have been opened: thereare three eaft- 
ward of thefirft pyramid ;. but two-of them. 
are fo. ruined, that there is no difcovering 

the chamber. Weftward ef the fame py- 

ramid there are many more,.but all demo- 

lifhed.. 

Op rosITE tothe fecond pyramid, there 
are fix which. have been all opened.. In one. 
I remarked a {quare well thirty feet deep, 
all the reft is filled with fand and ftones.. 

About 300.paces eaftward of thefecond: 
pyramid’ is. the remarkable. head of the 
huge and celebrated fphinx- 

Tere are fepulchral: grottoes. in the 
neighbourhood of the pyramids, on: fome: 
of them I have.-obferved hieroglyphics. 
which prowe their inftitution:to. be by much: 
poltertor to the ere€tion of pyramids.. They: 
have all been opened, and robbed ef what 
had been: depafited in: them. F examined: 
feveral, and found’ therein but the-half of a: 
fmall idol ef earthen ware, fuch as are 
found now in great quantity around the 
pyramids in the neighbourhoed of Saccara;. 
in the quarter called, the: land of Mom- 
mies. 

Tux. propereft feafon to vifit the pyra- 
€. 6: | 
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mids, as well’ as all the other:antiquities:of 
Egypt, is winter, front the month of No» 
vember to the middle of April. The coun- 
try is‘then every where dry. . Whereas‘in 
fammer moft of the antiquities are inac- 
ceflible by the overflowing of the Nile, and 
the very great difficulty of getting fimall 
¢onvenient boats to carry the curious whe- 
ther they defire. 

THERE is alfo another reafon, which ren- 
ders the vifiting the antiquities not only 
difficult, but very perilous: in ‘fummer: 
Forin that feafon the Arabians make def- 
¢ents from the mountains in order to camp 
along the Nile; and as they are quite law- 
Jefs, make no {cruple of robbing ftrangers. 
-© Tue moft agreeable way of ‘feeing the 

pyramids, is with a party; they mutually 
excite each others curiofity. All the pro- 
digies related by thofe who have been 
there before are not to be too creduloufly 
{fwallowed. From Cairo the tour to them 
may be made in a day or two. ‘Thofe who 
have a mind to fpend two days, ride off 
on afles, which they hire for eleven parets. 
Thus accoutred they go through the city, 
next crofs the cinal, which in that feafon 
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wf HE is dry, afterwards they traverfe the ifle of 
lo B Rhodda; on the left of which behind the 
In- mokkias. they and their afles embark, and 
in land at Gize, a village oppofite to’ Cairo. 
ac- $ There no ftop is to be made, by the curi- 
und $ ous, nor until a league farther, where is 
iall $ the inn with the Kaimakan, who has always 
he- $ fome chambers to let. There a very dif- 

agreeable night is pafled by the curious, 
en- $ without beds, or other conveniency, they 
nly $ are tormented by bugs: but one night is 
er: $ foon over, and when curiofity eggs, fuch 
Jef: $ difficulties are the moft eafily born. . 
mp § Next morning half a fequin is paid for 
aW- fuch miferable entertainment ; then the 
ers. $ road to the pyrańids'is entered on. In the 
the $ way thither is a fmall village, near which 
ally # there is commonly a camp of Arabians. 
pro- $ On account of their knowledge of the py- 
jeen $ ramids, it is neceflary to take two of them 
Illy $ for guides. ‘Then bear away to the fcot 
of the mountains near which arethe pyra- 


who mids. There difmount and walk the reft 
>- of HB oi the way. i 


Ar the opening of the firit pyramid fire 
fonie piftols in order to dilodge the batts; 
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then order the two Arabians to clear away 
the fand, that almoft choaks up the farther 
entrance to it. 

Tuts. done, the next precaution is to 
frip to your fhirt, on account of the ex- 
ceflive heat. within the pyramid ; im this 
trim you get through, each perfon a bous 
gie in his. hand, for im this narrow avenue 
it would be dangerous to ufe flambeaux, 
on account of the fuffocating fmoke, which 
therefore are not to. be lighted, but in pla- 
ces more {fpactous. At the end of it there 
is a paflage made by force, whofe opening 
ts {carce one foot and a half high, and two 
_ broad. 

Anp through this hele muft cari 
pafs, on Belly Couchant, while the two 
Arabians who: have wriggled themfelves 
through before feize each a leg, and drag 
their gentleman: through this probation 
cleft, all covered with filth: happily this 
yarrow país is not above two yards long, 
etherwife fuch tugging would he unfup 
portable to. all not hackneyed in its way. 

Tuis ftrait got through, a large fpace 
opens, where the traveller takes breath, and 
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fome refrefhments, which: give him new fpi- 
rits to attempt the fecond canal. 

THEsE canals or conduits, as. L have at- 
ready faid, are very flippery. Luckily 
from ftep to ftep there are round holes cut,,. 
by which means one can walk with fafe- 
ty, though ftooping all the time. 

AT the end of this fecond canal isa reft-. 
ing-place, on the right of which is an o- 
pening, that communicates with a well, 
not by means of ftairs, but by a perpendi-. 
cular pipe, in the fame manner that our 
black artifts. get down a chimney. 

Tue third canal begins from the reft- _ 
ing-place which leads to. the interior cham- 
ber, and fhapes.its courfe horizontally, and: 
in a ftraight line. ‘The way before the 
chamber is embarrafled with fome ftones,, 
which are not without. difficulty paffed o- 
ver. | 

Tue mfide of the chamber is covered: 
with ftenes, and whoever would undertake 
to examine where they were brought from, 
muft undergo a like ceremony to that of 
paing from the firft to the fecond’ canal; 
for it is a-forced, narrow, and: unfrequent- 
ed paflage, attempted but by few, whe have 
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reported, it goes but a fhort way, and no- 
thing befides a niche is to be feen. 

Tuer lower chamber feen, then they re- 
turn, as they went along, the horizontal 
canal, in order to regain the refting-place, 
which deprives the fourth canal of its acute 


angle by which it joined to the fecond, in 


confequence of which folks muft climb, 
carefully hitching their feet im the holes 
cut in the walk, and thus they attain the 
fourth canal, which {till afcends; they 
creep: along it. It 1s twenty-two, feet’ in 
heighth, and has a paved way on each fide; 
it is neverthelefs fo difficult of afcent, and 
_flippery, that if the foot mifles one of the 
liolds cut for facilitating the afcent, mau- 


gre. all efforts, back they flide to the reft- 


ing-place. 

Tuos difficulties. overcome, ttie fati- 
gued repofe themfelves on a little platform 
where the canal ends. Then they mutt be- 
gin to climb anew. But as they, foon meet 
with an opening where they can ftand e- 
rest, they are relieved, and their pait dift- 
culties are fwallowed up in admiration of 
this kind of extrefoel, which at its begin- 
ning is little larger than the canals, but 
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widens by degrees on each'fide—at its end 
they are obliged to ftoop for the laft time, 
and pafs ‘the remainder of the fifth canal, 
by which they are condnéted in an hori- 
zontal line to the fuperior falon, ‘already 
mentioned. 


-- Here, by way of po me piftols are 
fired, which excite a noffe equal to that of 


thunder. No farther objects of curiofity 
to be feen, they return the fame way, sa 
with the fame difficulty. 

| Tue firft care of travellers when they 
come out of the pyramid muft be to drefs 
mitantly, cover themfelves warmly, and 
drink a glafs of generous wine, in order to 
prevent a pleurify, which they are very li- 
able to, on account of the fudden tranfiti- 
on from a very hot to a more temperate 
air, This precaution obferved, ‘and on find- 
ing themfelves in their natural plight, they 
afcend the pyramid to contemplate the 
landfkip all around, which is delightful. 
Thereon without, as well as ‘in the cham- 
bers within, are infcribed the names of ma- 
ny perfons who have vifited this pyramid, 
and by fo doing meant that their having | 
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travelled thither fhould be tranfmitted to 
pofterity. 

Tuis firt pyramid well examined, goto 
the fecond, which being fhut is foon. dif- 
patched. There is matter of contemplati- 
on in the ruins of a temple on the eaft fide 
of it, from whence defcending impercepti+ 
bly, they come to-the Sphinx. At the 
fame time that travellers admire its enori 
mous fize, they cannot help exprefling their 
indignation againft the brutality of thofe 
who have fo disfigured, its nofe. In the 
fame manner the other pyramids great and 
fmall are to be vifited, as well as the grot- 


`- toes in the neighbourhood. 


Tae antient bridges near Gize are ob- 
jeé&ts not unworthy of the curious; they 
are on a plain, annually covered with wa- 
ter at the overflowing of the Nile; they 
are about half a league diftant from the 
mountains, and as much from the firft py- 
ramid. 

THERE are but two of them, the- one 
goes from north to fouth, the other from 
eaft to weft. Their ufe is now unknown; the 
place they are built on not being more ex- 
pofed to the waters than the other plains, 
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s a juk matter of furprize; nor can any 
srobable caufe be now imagined for ereét- 
ng them, unlefs we fuppofe that there had 
een a canal there formerly. 

Tuer ftructure and their infcriptions 
prove them to have been the work of Sa- 
cens. The one that ftretches from north 
o fouth hath ten arches over, 241 feet in 
ength, and 20 feet 4 inches in breadth; 

er height is 22 feet above the horizon, 
hefe two bridges are joined to each other: 
by a brick wall in manner of a dyke. .. 

Tue traveller having finifhed his furvey 
of all thofe antiquities, in the fame man- 
ner returns to the city, obferving this on- 
ly difference, not to ftop en the road. 

In this enquiry, it is always neceflary 
o be accompanied by a janifary, becaufe 
his prefence keeps the vulgar in awe, and 
makes them break way to thofe, he accom- 
panies. His reward for thts journey is a 
endouch, or a Sequin. The Arabians 
ho wait on travellers in this expedition. 
think themfelves well paid with twenty pa- 

rats each, fo the entire expence for all the. 
ompany will not amount to more than 
tour fequins, without including provifions, 
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which muft not be forgot, for it is by meer 
accident, if in the villages they go through, 
they can get any thing befides butter and 
Eggs. 

: It is practicable, for thofe who have, 
miðið to do all in one day. They muf fet 
out by break of day from:Cairo, and. never 
ftop on the way; this will cut off half the 
expence. I have tried both experiments, 
and like the latter beft: I found time. 
-nough to fee every thing and return to 
Cairo. betimes, therefore I think it prefera 
ble to repeat the vifit, rather than to linger 
out two days, and undergo an execrable 
nights lodging. 

Tu at I may not do'things-by halves, | 
fhall here annex a defeription of the pyra- 
mids of Dagjour; which is a denomination 
given to all thofe:fouthward of Memphis; 
though properly fpeaking the one are but 
a continuation of the others. | 

_ Tue pyramids of Dagjour end near Me- 
duun, where the moft fouthern of them &. 
The more diftant the eye is from it, the 
more it ftrikes, but the nearer the eye ap- 
proaches, the more it lofeth, being built of 
large bricks bakecrin the fun. . That is the 
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reafon, why the Arabians: and the Turks 
ommonly call it the falfe pyramid. It is 
een at a great diftance, and the more di- 
inGly, by its not being near the moun- 
ains, nor in the neighbourhood of the o- 
her pyramids; it is on the top of a fandy 
ill. Its four fides are equal, and flope 
down to the horizon, in form of a glacis. 
t has three or four ftones, of which the 
oweft is twenty feet perpendicularly high. 

Tu1s pyramid has not been, and proba- 
ly never will be, opened, from the little 
emptation its appearance giv es for hazar- 
ling dangers and capone in the deftruc- 
ion of it. 

AmonG the pyramids of Dagjour, of 
hich the greater number are fituated near 
baccar'a, there are but two worthy of any 
attention: for all the others are {mall; one 
f them hath been opened, but few travel- 
ers care to go into that, as a vift to the 
nterior of the grand pyramid near Cairo 
an be done with more fafety and conveni- 
ncy, Great and {mall there are twenty 
f them, which do hot prefent an unplea- 
ing profpect. 

Turse pyramids are all ranged at the 
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feet of the mountains. It feems as if ng 
ture had purpofely fpread out a plain fy 
them here. Nor is there one like to be fey 
in all Egypt. For it is not only very larg 

but is likewife fo elevated above the con 
mon horizon, that it is out of the reach d 
the overflowing of the Nile. 

Irs fituation maturely confidered, then 
can be no great difficulty to believe tha 
on this plain the antient city of Memphi 
-was built: and for my part I dare conje 
ture that the pyramids in queftion wer 
within the walls ef that capital. 

Be that as-it may, the pyramids of Da 
jour are not different from thofe oppofit 
to Cairo. The ruinous ftate they are i 
evince they have fuffered a great deal mo 
‘whence one would conclude that they a 
more antient. Two of them for fize d 
not yield to any near Cairo, but their ftru 
ture is not fo elegant or mafterly. Som 
of them are built perpendicularly, wi 
great ring ftairs, or rather ftories, ol 
which there is no afcending, being ead 
from 30 to 40 feet high. 
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Remarks on the Obelifhs. 


INCE in the defcription of Alexan- 
S dria I mentioned two obelifks, it is 
proper to inform the reader that there are 
others to be feen in Egypt. Thefe preci- 
ous monuments deferve to be placed next 
to the pyramids, and merit fome general 
obfervations, as well on the materials out 
of which they are conftructed, as on their 
form and ufe; I at the fame time declare 
that thefe obfervations were made fince 
my return from Egypt. 
| Tue matter of which they are made in- 
fures them a long duration. ‘They are 
commonly of granite, which greatly en- 
hances their value, befides the difficulty of 
finding it adapted to them, as it feldom fur- 
nifhes pieces fo large as are required in o- 
belifks. 
By their form and embellifhments they 
Mm are entitled to rank among valuable curio- 
fities and majeftic ornaments. Their par- 
ticular deftination feems to have been de- 
corations before the portals of temples, of 
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palaces, and at the ends of collonades. They 
are quadrangular; to a certain height-ar 
in a pyramidal form: then rifing contrag 
almoft to a point, and are crowned byi 
pyramidal fummit. ` 

Tueir faces are covered with higrogly 
phical figures, as admirable for their beau 
ty, as they are an eternal caufe of regres 
for having loft the meaning of them, whid 
we muft defpair to ever recover. 


i 


I BELIEVE Obelifks are to be found i 
no other place but Egypt, except in place 
whither they have been carried from thence, 
and of them the number is not confide 


ble. 

Aut the obelifks are not of the for 
height, as to form they arc all alike.. Th 
fummit is wanting in fome; they. hav 
not all been made by the fame matters, né 
do they confift of the fame matter, whid 
in the moft of them is granite. 

= Taere are obelifks throughout Egyp 
from one end to the other. The firft I fav 
are at Alexandria, the laft at an ifland now 
called Giefiret-cll-Heiff, which appears:to 
me to be the ifle of Philo, fo cften ment 
oned in antient writers. 
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Tuey are, or at leaft have been original- 
y made of one piece, their pedeftal is a cube, 
shich commonly does not exceed the obe- 
ifks in breadth above three feet. The pe- 
jeftaland part of the obelifks are moft com- 
nonly funk in the earth. 

I saw two obelifks in the ifle of Giefi- 
et-ell-Heiff. One is of white marble, and 
tanding, but without any hieroglyphics. 
[he other is of granite, lies on the ground, 
nd has on each face a row of hieroglyphi- 
al figures. The fummit of the firft which 
erminates the weftern gallery, is fhorten- 
d. Itis but eight feet fquare, and fixteen 
igh. The fecond is alfo eight feet {quare, 
ut is fixteen high; it looks to-be.more 

odern, than any I have had an opportu- 
ty of feeing. It is certainly the beft pre- 
erved of them all. 

In the ruins of the environs of Effouaen 
here is one broken in two, and hath no 
ieroglyphics. Each face is three feet in 
readth. Its length cannot be meafured, 
ecaufe it is for the greateft part buried in 
and. 

Ar Lukoreen, which is thought to have 
een part of antient Thebes, are two obe- 
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lifks. Their faces are fix feet eight incha 
and a half in breadth. Their height is jy 
‘proportion. The one fituated eaft-ward; 
taller than the other. They both ftandt 
fore a portal, or at the entrance of fom 
fuperb ruins, fo much admired in that plac, 
They are without doubt the zon plus ulin 
of all the obelifks art hath ever been alk 
to execute. 

Near Carnace may be perceived a con 
tinuation of thofe admired at Lukoreen, 
there are four entire, and in the place the 
were at firft raifed. : 

Berore the grand falon near Carnau 
and at its entrance there are two othe 
ftanding ina diagonal line. They are pret 
ty near of the fame fize, and as beauti 
as thofe at Lukoreen.. They were no douti 
accompanied by two more, now loft. H 
fore a little temple are two obelifks, bu 
much lefs than the preceding. They at 
about ten or eleven feet high; their fac 
are but a foot and a half broad, they at 
made of granite, which is of fo fine a grait 
that it approaches very near to porphyry 
In all appearance they have been pedeltai 
c£two idols: they are ornamented witi 
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ieroglyphics, and painted with divertity 
pf colours. Thefe hieroglyphics for the mott 
art reprefent figures embracing each other. 
| Amona thefe ruins of Carnace are found 
livers huge mafles of a whitifh ftone, which 
coined together formerly furnifhed obe- 
iks of a prodigious fize, but in their fall 
ave broke into feveral pieces. They a- 
pound in hieroglyphics of different figures 
n compartments, coloured and ornament- 
d, which have avery good effect. 
| In the neighbourhood of Matareen, a 
illage fituate near grand Cairo, there 
lands an obelifk of a well proportioned 
ze; in height equal to that of Cleopatra 
t Alexandria. But its hieroglyphics, 
ough they may pafs for well done, yet 

that point muft yield to thefe fo much 
dmired near Carnace and Lukoreen. 

Tue fouth fide of this obelifk is the beft 
referved ; the others, except the northern 
hich differs a little, are fimilarto it. The 
ower part of the obelifks on the eaft fide, 
s almoft entirely ruined, fo that fcarce any 
ieroglyphic can be- difcovered there. 

[concLupe on this head, having in the 
tticle of Alexandria already given a de- 
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{cription of the two obelifks there, ‘one; 
which is called C/eopatras. 


"oS Bo FOBT PIE ERIE 


A journal of the author’s travels from Cain 
to Girge the capital of ypper Egypt. 


N the preceding part of this work, whid 
contains my journey from Alexandr 

to Cairo, I have given an exact account d 
every thing I had feen, and judged worth 
of the reader’s attention. At-Cairo Iw 
compelled to fojourn for more than thre 


months, from the 7th of July 1737, toth 
15th of November of the fame year: whid 
forced delay proceeded from feveral ca 
fes. 

For befides the common obftacles, and 
general prevention of the natives again 
Franks}, défiring to penetrate into upp 
Egypt, through which vulgar prejudic 
many curious commiflioned from different 
céurts of Europe have been deterred, I wa 
impeded by two fupernumerary acciden 
that affected me particularly. 


t The common denomination of Europeans, 
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| One wascaufed by arevolt thenraging, 

d by which all the country was thrown 
nto confufkon.’ Though by orders of the 
rovernment throats were cut, and heads 
‘nocked: off, of all the rebels taken, there 
emained notwithitanding a great many 
who had joined the Arabians. The chief 
mong them was named Salem Cachef. 
By a report of his death having been in- 
juftrioufly {pread abroad, in order to qui- 
t the {cared minds of the populace, he had 
eluded the. ftriéteft fearch after him, and 

arriedthe daughter of an Arabian Schech. 
Strengthened by this alliance he robbed 
and flanghtered all that came from Cairo: 
fo that it was equally dangerous to under- 
ake the journey with the caravans by 
land, or by water up the Nile. 

Tue fecond impediment was a ficknefs 
l made flight of in the beginning, attribu- 
ting it folely to the air of the country, 
which, though I looked on as not very fa- 
vourable to my conftitution, yet I hoped 
time would familtarife them with cach o- 
ther, but it became a matter of ferious con- 
cern; for in a few days, unequivocal fymp- 
toms declared my difeafe to be a peripneu- 
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mony, or inflammation of the lungs: | 
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was confinéd to my bed for two months, 

AFTER more than three months invọ 
luntary ftay at Cairo, I had the pleafup 
to fee the end of all oppofitions to my far. 
ther purfuits in upper Egypt. The feve 
abated, I was cheared with the flattering 


increafe of ftrength every day, to enablii tal 
me for the undertaking. The revolt which tr: 
had lately caufed fuch great alarms wif ¢2 
now fo far reduced, that we could fafeyii us 
bargain for a bark to carry us up the Nile $ th 
In order to facilitate the way and fecuren fi {0 
from the natives prejudice againft the Evi th 


ropeans, we had provided ourfelves with 
the ftrongeft recommendations, from th p 
chiefs of the government, as well as of thei 5 
militia, directed to feveral governors off t: 
provinces, and to feveral Arabian Schechs. $ b 

WE agreed with a barge-mafter to car fi k 
ry us to Effuaen for thirty Fendouclis, andi £ 
anewcoat, on condition that he fhould not {i n 
take in a perfon more than our company $ © 
cenfifted of, which had been lately aug $$ ` 
mented by a Cofte-prieft, and two miflio  ! 
naries from Rome: One of whom was1ı§ t 
valuable acquifition, in as much as he urg < 
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derftood the Arabian very well, could 
therefore be very ufeful to us, if by any 
accident we fhould lofe the Maronite and 
the Jew, whom we had employed for our 
interpreters. 

We infifted on another condition with 

the reys or mafter of the barge, to wit, to 
take no merchandize on board, left the 
whid trafficking thereof fhould delay our navi- 
as wii gation. But he had been before-hand with 
fafai us, and got fecretly on board whatever 
e Nil things he had a mind to carry, fo that after 
urew ome debate we were obliged to defift on 
he Eu that head. 
S with ALL preparatives for our travelling ex- 
m th pedited, we embarked in the afternoon of 
of the Sunday 17th of November. A little af- 
ors o ter, we failed from old Cairo, where our 
hechs $ berk had been anchored, facing the Mok- 
to caf kias, and not far from the Grand Bazar. 
s, andȘ For the remainder of the afternoon we did 
Id not not make much more way than the length 
npan $ of a cannon fhot, becaufe our goodly reys 
r aug was not on board with us, fo that proper- 
miflio- Mi ly {peaking our intended courfe began not 
was 1Ș till the following day, from whofe date { 
he ur $ commence my account. 
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In executing this defcriptive tafk, I thal 
give a faithful narrative of all I have feen, 
and of the intervening accidents on the 
road, from Cairo to Derri, where to my 
great mortification we were obliged to re. 
turn, all ulterior progrefs being impratt. 
cable. I fhall employ the fame care in the 
relation of my return from thence to Cairo, 

My narrative fhall be founded on the 
journal I wrote, asI travelled along. I fhall 
add fome particularities (noticed but in my 
return) of places already mentioned; and 
proportion my obfervations to the objeas, 
appearing to be more or lefs interefting. In 
regard to the latter I fhall barely fay as 

_ much as is neceflary for the inftruction of $ Mo 
the curious who may defire to undertake Hj cr 
the fame journey. But in regard to the $ 2% 
former, I fhall be more circumftantial, ef- $ tro 
pecially concerning what I have feen of the $ ces 
magnificent remains of antiquity. In a $ fon 
word, I fhall do all in my power, that no- $ itt 
thing may be omitted that can afford the $ ho 
reader fatisfa¢tion; having, as far as cir- 
cumitances permitted, let nothing efcape $ P< 
my refearches that might illuftrate the fub- J 2 

jects treated of. al 
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Monpay, 18th of November, 1737. 
Our reys came not on board. to us till the 


afternoon. We failed: immediately, and 


fw on the eaftern: bank of thertver, De~ 
riminna. 

Tue Coftes-have a convent there; We 
cat anchor, quafter of a league higher, un- 
der the grand Mofque, cailed, Atter En- 
nabi, which we have {poken of before, as 
well as of Deir Etiin, another little town» 
with a Coftilh convent, and a Mofque, 
which is-three quarters of a league higher 
up---we had to our right, Giefiret Edahab, 
that is the golden ifland.. There is a-vil-- 
lare on it bears the fame name, with a. 
Mofque; it is a league and a quarter high- 
er up in the river, than ‘the ifle of Rhodda, 
and about'a quarter of a league: diftane 
from the weftern bank of the Nile, and fa- 
ces Sakkietmekki, a town’ environed by: 
fome villages bearing the fame name. In: 
it there is-a Mofque,.and in its neighbour- 
hood a canal.. 3 

As we went up the river, on the left ap- 
pears Bafiatiin;. a town about. half a:mile 
above Deir Etiins The Mahometans have 
a Mofque there; and'the Jews of Cairo a. 
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coemctery. Oppofite to it on the weftern $ grot 
{hore is feen Abunumerus, a town where. $ cd b 
in is amofque. Its name is alfo that of E. 
Greyifh; a coloured bird onthe Nile. $ oth« 

Two leagues above Baffatiin, is Ellkal. Ș 0f © 
laha, a fortrefs fituated in the mountain $ i 1 
a league and a half from the eaftern bank Cof 
> of the Nile. This fortrefs has a Turki vou 


garrifon and a Mofque. It is remarkable 
only for its fituation ; the fortification is jj 02S 
inconfiderable. of i 


AuMosT oppofite to Elkallaha on the call 
weftern fide lies Manjelmnfa, a village or- 


namented with a Mofque. Between it, and faii 
Abunumerus is a grand pyramid, five fio 
ries high. me 
A LEAGUE and a half higher up, on fi * il 
the fame weftern bank is fituate Menahuad, SE | 
-another village with a Mofque; there, are Și 5 
feen'the fecond pyramids, called the py tar 
mids of Dagjour. to 
ALMOsT oppofite to Menahuad, on the al 
eaftern bank of the river appears Ellgh i t° 


raffi, a town where the Turks have 1 
Mofque, and a cemetry: they chofe this at 
place fot the latter, on account of them ¥ 
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grounds being {o high, as not to be afiect- 


ed by the overflowing of the Nile. 

ABOUT a league farther up, but on the 
other fide of the river, is Mugna, a village 
of no note. Facing it, on the eaftern bank, 
is Deir Ell Adovia. It has a convent of 
Coftes: the building is irregular, and de- 
void of any particular beauty. 

A LEAGUE forward we paled between 
one on the right, the other on the left fide 
of the Nile; that which lay to our left is 
called Deir-Ell-Hadie. 

TuaT to our right is named, Deir Abu- 
fuiffeen. ` 

Tuose two convents contain nothing 
more remarkable, than does that of Deir 
Fil Adovia. 

AsouT a league and a quarter higher, 
is Schech Atmacn, a village of no impor- 
tance; weftward of the river, and oppofite 
to it, is Turrag, a village with a Mofque, 
alittle above the grand canal that fteers in- 
to the country. 

Harr a league from Turrag, the canal 
ftuate between both, is Mafhara, a poor 
village. Its name fignifes a prefs. But 
alittle higher up, on the other fide of the 
D 6 
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river, and three quarters of a league from 


of Sakkara, which, befides having a Mofque, 
is celebrated for its commerce of mummies, 
= which the inhabitants dig out of the place 
called the Plain of Mummies. There alfo 
is the labyrinth, wherein formerly birds, 
and other embalmed animals were buried. 
Thefeveral pyramids near Sakkara excited 
my curiofity, both going up, and coming 
down the river. Though I have touched 
on them already in the foregoing: part of 
this work, where I treated of pyramids, | 
think it not #mproper to add a few farther 
remarks here. -The firft of them is fituate 
towards the north, and confifts of four 
ftones diminifhing in bulk, in proportion 
as they rife. | 
Tue firucture of the fecond differs not 
from that of the pyramids of Memphis, 
and is pretty near of the fame height; is 
open, and feems to be greatly damaged. 
As this place is almoft unfrequented by 
{trangers, the canals of the pyramid are 
full of fand; which is an almoft unfur- 
mountable difficulty for thofe who fhould 
defire to go into it. 


J 


its weftern bank, rifes to view the town 
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Tue third, which feems to be fomewhat 


higher than the fecond, is fingular in its 


figure. Though unopened, it appears to 
have fuffered more than all the other. py- 
ramids; wherefore I fhould very- readily 
conclude, that it is perhaps the eldeft of 
all the grand pyramids. But neither this 
nor the reft of them, wear the leaft appear- 
ance of their having been covered over 
with granite. 

Tuese obfervations finifhed, I now con- 
tinue the thread of my narration. After 


we had feen the pyramids of Sakkara, we 


reached Helovan, a village on the weftern 
bank; whofe name fignifieth fweetne‘s. 
Though it muft be owned that it is nei- 
ther fweeter, finer, nor more agreeable 
than Schim, another village on the weftern 
bank, where we arrived at ten o’ clock in 
the night. The air being then fo calm, it 
was impoflible for us to make head againift 
the current of the river; which compel- 
led us to caft anchor there. 

Turspay, November roth, A north 
wind, and fufficiently strong, blowing, we 
weighed anchor at eleven o’clock in the 
morning; and foon came up with Giefret 
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Terfage, an ifland lying not far from the 
eaftern bank. Onitis a village of no great 
importance. 

We paffed by, almoft oppofite to its 
fouthern point, and on the right hand of 
us, Mefguna, a townfurrounded by fix lit- 
tle villages, fome a little diftant. from the 
Nile. Tebbiin, a village about two leagues 
and a half above Giefiret-Terfage; but no 
way comparable to Dagjour, a town ofi 
noble appearance, on account of its 
Mofques; but is ftill more diftinguithed 
on account of the pyramids in its neigh 
bourhood; and which prefent a moft ples 
fing view among Dagjour, Mefguna, and 
Schim. 

A LITTLE more than a league above 
Dagyjour, we faw on our right hand Scho- 
back; and at the fame time on our left, 
Gamafe El-Kebira, that is, Gamaiis the 
Great. In this village is a Mofgue. 

A LEAGUE and a quarter higher upare 
two other villages, one on the right Kot 
ferhoyad; the other on the left Lagfas 
Between thefe two villages beginsan ifland, 
three quarters of a leaguc in length, ftur 
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ted pretty near in the middle of the river: 
its name I know not, nor if it hath any. 

A LITTLE farther is Miflanda, a plain 
village; and Gamafe-Ellogoira; that is, 
Gamafis the Little, a town, or rather the 
aggregate of five villages. I landed there 
to take a view of their plows; from the 
infpection of which I concluded what lit- 


tle credit is to be given to the relations of 


thofeauthors, who would fain perfuade us, 
that there is no neceflity for tillage in E- 
gypt;. but that, after the inundation of 
the Nile has pafled away, it fufficed to 


throw feed on the ground. 


AsouT night-fall we ordered our bark 
to berun afhore between Gamafis Ellogoi- 
ra, and Gizziret-Ella-Zale. Under this 
name is comprehended a fuite of feven lit- 
tle iflands, very near one to the other, 
and lefs diftant from the weftern; than 
from the eaftern bank of the Nile. They 
extend about four leagues, and. each of 
them hath its village. 

Tuere are two other villages on the 
bank of theriver, oppofite tothe third ifland, 
as one goes up the Nile; thatto the weft 
isnamed Effoff; -that- to the eaft is called 
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Menjelkarag. On the fame fide are two 
other villages; to wit, Huoddi, fituated 
oppofite to the northern point of the fifth 
ifland; and Gubbebaad, that faces the fe. 
venth ifland; which- has over againtt it 
Rigga, a village. on the weftern bank ofthe 
Nile. | 

Durine the night a little wind’ fprang 
up, which made our watermen haul out 
and fhove our bark a-float.. We got on 
but flowly. 

WEDNESDAY, November 20th; Wewere 
becalmed all that day, and had befides a 
firong current to tug againft, which might | 
be attributed to-the ifles that. ftraiten the 
bed of the Nile in this. place. We had no 
other way of proceeding left, than by ha- 
ving our bark hauled with a rope between. 
the illes that lay to the right, and the villa 
ges Effoff, Hueddi, and Gubbebaad, oa 
the left. 

TuREE quarters of aleague above Gizzi 
ret-E’lla-Zale, are three iflands more; the 
two frit are very little; the third is three 
quarters of a league in length, named Euit 
feeg, and of which I fhail fpeak hereafter. 
Opposite to the firft of thofe ifands, 
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are two mean villages; the one called Sal- 
chie, on our left. The other called Ud- — 
wab, on our right. It was with great dif- 
ficulty that we made our way thither. 
Overagainit the northern point of theifle 
of Eutfeeg, whereon there isa village with a 
Mofque, we perceived, on our right, half 
aleague from the bank of the river, the 
village of Soft, fituate north-eaft of Me- 
luun, a village a league diftant from the 
weftern bank of the Nile: between thefe 
two places, but nearer to the latter than 
to the former, ftandeth the moft fouthern 
of the pyramids of Dagjour, and, as I fur- 
ife, of all Egypt. Ihave already fpoken 
fit in the preceding part of this work, 
ind given the reafon why the inhabitants 
of the country call it the falfe pyramid. 
Ithall only add here, that notwithftanding 
tis built but of bricks baked before the 
lun, its figure is beautiful. It is fo well 
referved through a number of ages, that 
t {carce appears to have received any da- 
nage. Its fine appearances arife chiefly 
rom its fituation on a fquared hill, whofe 
our fides {moothed, are fo exaftly adapted 
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to the bafe of the pyramid, that to the dif. 
ftant eye they feem to be but one body, 

Burt as, on account of the dead calm, 
we could make no way, we had our bark 
anchored near to an extenfive plain, co 
vered with Turkifh corn, that began to rs 
pen. : 

We faw that day a great many water. 
camels. In the evening we were peftered 
with bats, that hunt for their food on the 
furface of the Nile. During the night we 
kept a ftri& watch, and every four hous 
fired a mufket, which denoted, that we 
were not to be furprifed. And this we 
practifed all the reft of the journey. 

TuursbDay, November 21. Thecalmané 
current continuing all that. day, we wert 
obliged to ftay there. We faw above a 
hundred barks, from Upper-Egypt, failing 
down the current in their way to Cairo: 
they were all laden. Having leifure-time 
on our hands, we ftept a-fhore. Our com 
pany fired at, and killed a great many pt 
geons: but as it was not the feafon o 
young ones, thofe which fell to our lot 
were old, and fo tough, there was no ca: 
ing them. 


fill ¢ 
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A MORE advantageous fpoil was found 
r, in fhooting a kind of delicious partridge, a- 
lm, Ø bout the fize of our red partridge. -Their 
ark fam feathers were like to thofe of the pintado’s, 
co fae and their tail like the fwallow’s: their meat 
) rs fg hath an aromatic tafte, and a ftrong fmack 
of fumet: none of our bark’s equipare 

ter- fm knew what they were. | 
ercdf™. We gathered alfo a great deal of purf- 
i the lane among the corn. 
t we Fripay, November 22. There was not 
ours fea breath of wind in the morning. In the 
it wef afternoon a ftrong gale f{prung up, but 
is weg outherly, which locked us up where we 
| were. After this violent fouth wind, fuc- 
nang ceeded another calm, followed by a breeze 
weerom the north-weft. We hoifted fail to 
ve aigmcatch what there was of it; but it foon 
failed us, and fo becalmed us a-new, we 
were forced to have our bark towed againft 
theftream. This artifice was but of little 
avail to us: for at the expence of greatef- 
forts, we made but little way, therefore we 
tefolved to faften our bark to the eaftern 
bank of the Nile. 

SATURDAY, November 23. Adead calm 
till continued: we went a-fhore, in order 
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to get fome provifions; but finding none, 
we returned on board, émpty handed. 
Soon after we were enabled to make fail, 
by means of a weak north-wefterly wind, 
It was foon fpent, and we were reduced to 
ufe our rope, until mid-day, when the 
wind frefhened enough, not only to drive 
us before it, but even to break our fore 
maft yard. This accident compelled us to 
return to Salehie, where, whilft another 
yard was making for us, we took in pro- 
vifions for feveral days. We immediately 
after failed ; but had fcarce made a league, 
when a violent north-eafterly wind obliged 
us to reef all our fails. We were then + 
breaft of Giefiret Eutfeeg, an ifland fituate 
near the eaftern bank of the Nile. There 
is on it a village of the fame name, with 
Mofque; a little grove that crowns it, 
forms an agreeable afpect. Over-againil 
Giefiret Eutfeeg are two villages. The 


eaftward is called Soll; the weftward Ed- 


fo. 

Towarps the evening, the wind be 
came more moderate, and northerly; we 
bore away, and failed between two villa 
ges, oppofite one to the other: Brumbul, 
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on the eaftern bank; Huafta; on the weft- 
ern. The name of the latter fignifies The 
Mediator. 

WE difcovered, almoft at the fame time, 
two iflands lying off the eaftern bank of 
the river; the firt is but a. quarter of a 
league in length, and called Giefiret Ell- 
Gurmand; the fecond, about as long a- 
gain, is named Gieliret Barrakaed. They 
are feparated by a {mall paflage between 
ro fam them, and have each avillage. Night co- 
ely # ming: on, we moored our bark before Sau- 
rue, fe vied-Elmafluub, a town on the weftern 
iged bank of the river, oppofite to Giefiret 
nr $ Barrakaed, wherein is a mofque. Its name 
uate ME lignifies the Watering-Place of. the Crofs. 
here Sunday, November 24. 
th: Earry inthe morning I went again to 
s it $ fee the falfe pyramid above mentioned. I 
ain MM was at a great diftance from it. I neyer- 
The MM thelefs drew near enough to be able to 
Ed-@@ judge of its ftructure, and remark what 

kind of bricks had been employed in it. 
| be Ar my return to Sauvied-Elmafluub, 
; wg we were vilited by Muftapha, brother of 
villa- Kiaja, or colonel Ofman Bey. He made 
us a prefent of two fheep, thirty fowls, an 
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hundred eggs, anda hamper full of bread, 
In return, we complimented him with fome 
wine of Candia, and other forts of liquors, 
fome fherbet, and other inconfiderable pre. 
fents. We had made acquaintance with 
him at Cairo. 

Havine taken leave of him; we failed 
about ten o’clock in the morning. There 
was but little wind, and great rain, not: 
withftanding’ which we pafled by Komge. 
rida, fituated not far from the weftern bank 
of the Nile. It may becalled a city, andis 
indeed pretty large. It has one large 
mofque, accompanied by feveral {maller. 

Soon after we reached on the fame fide 
of the river Bennehedder, a meer village. 
Oppolite to it, is Dirmimund, a Coft-con- 
vent, which has but very little tillable land. 
Aroynd this convent are feven date-trees, 
whicl*the natives of the place hold ina 
miraculous light, becaufe from whatfoever 
fide they are looked at, they cannot be al 
reckoned together. . 

Very near to the convent of. Dirm: 
mund, is the tomb of a pretended Maho 
metan faint. 

Ox the other fide of the Nile is Mer 
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mund, a town, with a mofque, which has 
a goodly appearance. 

AsouT a league higher up lies Efch- 
mend Ell-Arrab, a village, fo fituated on 
the bank of the Nile, that the waters of 
the river carry fome part of it away every 
ear.. Although its houfes be of as mean, 
aftructure as any met with from Cairo 
hither, they have this particularity, that 
he top of each terminates in a pigeon- 
houfe, which, to the diftant {pectator, fur- 


nd is pies an agreeable profpect. From Efch- 
large end Ell-Arrab upwards to the firft cata- 
act, this manner of building is exaétly fol 


| owed. In fome places it is enacted by a 
Hage, pecial law, that no man be allowed to 
„cor gry, or be at the head of a family, un- 


els he be poflefled of a pigeon-heufe top- 
bed abode. The reafon of the law is, their 
laving no other ingredients to manufe 
heir lands with, befides the dung of thofe 
irds. For the excrements of all other 
nmals is carefully preferved to be burnt, 
nd the foot that :arifes from them to make 
Maho fae Moniac-falt. 

Tus fort of Arabian houfes are fo con- 
tved, that as the pigeons tenant the 
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upper part, fo the proprietors and their fy 


milies occupy the lower one. Their + 
sreeable appearance, vanifhes on a nearer 
approach; gointo them, they are the dwe 
lings of poverty,and wretchednefs. 

Havine ftopt half an hour at Efchmen 
Ell-Arrab, we had our bark towed, in or 
der to double a point that projects a littl 
into the Nile: This point doubled, we foun 
we could make fail. Though the fky wa 
overcaft, there blew a northerly gale, by 
the affiftance of which we paffed by two 
large villages, fituate on the weftern bank, 
each has its mofque. One of them is Ber 
niali, which fignifies the fon of Ali; theo 
ther is Zeituun; this word means an olive 
tree. 

IMMEDIATELY after we pafled by thre 
other villages of lefs note, wherefore I thal 
think it fufficient to name them, Scher 
duie, Buufh, Mankaritfche. 

Tue other fide of the river is defert. 
Two leagues above the convent of Dirm 
mund, the mountains encroach fo near to 
ward the brink of the river, that for the 
{pace of twenty-five leagues there is fcarce 
any ground fit for tillage. Nor is aught 
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lfe to be feen, byt numerous.ruins of an- 
ient edifices. 

At eight o’clock in the evening we 

oored. before Benefoef, a city fituate on 
the weftern bank of the Nile. It is a’ kind 
f capital, thirty eight leagues from Cairo, 
and the refidence of a Bey, who is gover- 
nor of it. The mofques give it a grand 
ook. 

DirECTLY oppofite to "Benefoef is -feen 
Beyiadie, which place is the retreat of a 
band ef Chriftians, to the infamy of that 
itle, being all high-way'rebbers. - It is not 
fafe to pafs by there in the night; proper- 
ty and life would be equally in danger, 

Most of the places hitherto mentioned 
refupported. by their commerce with Cai- 
10, whither they fend all their commodi- 
ties. Their greateft trade is for poultry 
and eggs, which they keep till fome bark 
toes by, and then fell them in the bulk. 
and hence arifes the great difliculty a ftran- 
er meets with to -come at provifions in 
Mmthofe places. To get but a dozen of eggs, 
= go to four houfes, and fo of the 
rek, 


E 
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Monday, November 25. 

Hassan-Bey, formerly the flave, by 
fince become the favourite of Ofman-Bey, 
‘was chieftain of the militia, and governi 
of Benefoef. We had letters of recommes 
dation to him; but as he had been gon 
to vifit fome part of his domains, we d 
not think it -neceflary to wait for his re 
turn. I landed notwithftanding fortw 
motives; theone to fee the city, the othe 
to buy powder and fhot. The powder cof 
me twelve parats the rotal, and ‘I paid fe 
the fhot at the rate of fix parats the rotal, 

As foon as I had returned on board, w 
made fail with a good northerly gale.. No 
far from Benefoef,. we met two barks that 
had lately perifhed with all their loading: 

A sHoRT league above Benefoef, ai 
on the fame fide, we faw Tifmend, avi 
lage with a mofque. 

Ha r a league higher Hallabic, a pla 
village. | 

Harr a league higher Mellaghie, anotha 
plain village. 

HaLr a league higher Taba-Ana. Ani 
quarter of a league farther on Barangi 
After follow, at fimilar diftances one fron 
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the other, Tanza, Beneghafein, and Kom- 
bufch. 

. Tuose parts are very populous. In 
ontinuing upwards to the monaftery of 
St. Michael, of which J fhall {peak hereaf- 
ter, itis to be obferved that the inhabited 
jlaces are {carce more than a quarter of a 
egue diftant one from the other. The 
etern fide-of the river is almoft a defert. 
The mountains continue to Neflet-Abo- 
nuur, a village fituate near Baranga, and 
whofe name fignifies the Defcent from the 
Father of light. Here is to be feen what 
the Turks call Shiamed, and means, the 
amel’s Rock. They never fail to fhew 
it to ftrangers-as fomething very fingular. 
On examination it appears to be no more 
than the fragment of arock, worn by time 
into this figure, which to them feems like 
that of a camel. 
ConTINUING our journey, we faw the 
illage of Bebe; it was to the right of us, 
Wand has a mofque. | 
We afterwards pafled by three villages: 
one is called Elfugage; the fecond Scirce; 
ind the third Bedaeg; which laft is about 
4 quarter of a league from the river’s fide. 
E 2 
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A LITTLE higher wefaw Fefchu, a town 
with a mofque; it lies on the wefterm 
bank of the Nile, and almoft oppofite'to, 
village named Abufeid, which imports the 
Father of Seid. It was to our left, being 
on the other fide of the Nile. 

In advancing a little, we came firk t 
the village of Ababe, which was on ou 
right; and after to that of Tent, on th 
fame fide. The latter feemed to be fome. 
what more confiderable than the former; 


- but perhaps that effect was owing -to its 
‘mofque. 


Havine pafled Tent, we came up with 


-two little iflands, that lie north and fouth, 
-and are divided but by a {mall intervening 


paflage. The firt we met, or the mor 
northern of the two, is Scherona. Neare 
to the eaftern than to the weftern fide o 
the river, whereon there are two village 


that run into one, Magana, and Hallabi 


On the other fide of the river is alittle vik 
lage, called Sauvied Ell- Tíchiedami. 
Tue fecond ifland, which is nearer ti 


the weftern than to the eaftern.bank of th 


river, lies over again{ft the villages Magr 


ga, Scechfiat, and Abbaed. . The fecondi 


W 


follo 
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owi the moft confiderable of the three, and has 
{tern 4 mofque. 

tou Taere are alfo on the caftern fide of 
s the the Nile, facing of the fecond-ifland, three 
eing villages placed in this order, Scherona, 
Scherabie, and Benegamet. The firft is 
the moft remarkable, becaufe it was near 
that village that Schierres Bey and Soliman 
Bey fought. This place is ftill the com- 
mon field of battle, whenever any rupture 
happens among the Senfchiacs.. The 
weaker’ party retires into Upper-Egypt. 
The adverfary purfues to this place, where 
the quarrel is decided fwordin hand. 

We after pafled by five other villages, 
neighbouring one to the other, and all on 
the weftern fide of the river, to wit, Gien- 
die, a plain village; Abutfchorfche, where 
there is a convent of Coftes; Benemafaeg, 
a plain village; Gees, has a mofque; Kufr- 
Solu, has a Coft-convent. 

In the fpace oppofite to thofe five vil- 
lages, on the other fide of the Nile, there 
er (His but one village, called Abufchikaft, and 
of th but of mean appearance. 

Mag We: faw after, on our right, the four 
ond following villages, Neflet Tobafis, a plain 
E 3 
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village; Mattai, about a quarter of a leagy, fi {ton 
diftant from the Nile; Kufr-Benem-Ham, fm than 
med, that is, the Antientnefs of the Chil. icord 
dren of Mahomet. It derives its namei they 
from Benem-Hammed, lying oppofite tof cale 
it, on the eaftern bank, confifting of twoi The 
villages half a league diftant one from theif rock 
other, but are comprehended under onm $v: | 
and the fame denomination. 

Asove Kufr-Benem-Hammed, and on 


the fame fide, we faw the village o: Colom. T 
fano. duct 
Apvancine by degrees, we pafled bygg vs 


three others, to wit, Magiara, a plain vihig 0m: 
lage; Samalund, a village with a mofqne; antic 
and Schereina, a plain village. foni 
WE beheld at the fame time threeothefii 1 
places ranged on our left, and equi-diftantim than 
from each other, to wit, Dulab, Serrerie ig + t! 
and Tfchebat, and Teir, or Deir. Thigf t:e 
Jaft of thefe villages appeared to me the moh acco 
confiderable of the three. fron 
THERE isa Coft-convent under the name 420; 
of Our Lady; but it is now inhabited bum 1 
by fome Chriftian Coftes, and is built offjjfom 
mud. ‘There are to be feen the ruins off Was 
many houfes and palaces, built of hewn 
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fone, but fo maltreated, that nothing more 


a 
Taian theic precins can bedisegwergd; Ac- 
Chil. Macording to the tradition. of the country, 


they are the remains of a palace formerly 
te tofmmcalled Sciron, built by. one. of the Magi. 
two There are ftars, artfully contrived in the 
n thefmmrock, which, about the middle of its height,. 
oni we lofe fight of; but a little farther, on. 
the north fide, they re-appear, and continue 
d oito the Nile. - 
clot. THERE is alfo to be feen a kind of aque- 
du&t to convey, water from the Nile, which 
was drawn from thence by the means of 
fme machine: it appears to be very 
antient, and to have been made of large: 
ftones. | “or 
Irs yfe cannot be readily guefled, other, 
than it was a way to defcend to the river: 
at the bottom of the rock we attempted 
tie ftairs, but found it dangerous, on 
account of the ftones that frequently: fall 
from above, and render the paflage very 
dangerous. 

In returning frem this place we faw 
fome perfons coming up towards us, which 
was occafioned by our having fired at fome 
birds, 


E4 
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AT eight o’clock in the evening wi 
pafled by Ell-Botfchen, a place contfifting ) 
of two contiguous villages; they were b palec 
our right: we continued as far as Sohor. f the 
ra, which is above half 2 league highe 
upon the fame fide. Our intention wa 
to fail all night; but an accident hindered 
us. Our bark ftruck fo violently om a fand p” 
bank, that it was with great difficulty w" = 
got her off. 

In the detail of my journey on Noven 
ber 25th, I ought not to omit obferving, 
that I perceived fince we had paffed Bene. 
foef, that the bed of the river was become 
_eonfiderably narrow; and that from mom- 
ing to night of that day, we remarked on 
ourrighthand a fpacious tract of land, and 
well cultivated; whereas-on our left we 
could fee but mountains, for the moft part À 
fandy, and which ftretched tothe brink off™ © 


] 

the river. 3 t 
Opposite to Sohorra there is ah ifland a 
of the fame name, but fituated near the x 


eaftern fide of the river, whereon is.a vil- 
lage. 
Tuefday, November 26th. 

WE continued failing, driven by a fr 
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purable northerly wind, and invited by 
pleafant weather. In the morning: we 
pafled by three villages fituated weltward 
ofthe Nile. The two firt were Taghel 
and Amudev; they are. contiguous one 
to the other. The third is called Ebne- 


was 
lere(goazum.. About mid-day, we were near 
fand senile, which is looked on as midway be- 


tween Caifo and Girge. To-fay almoft 
half way. would be nearer the truth; for 
the latter being an hundred leagues dif- 
tant from the former, and Menie but forty- 
feven, which-is by three leagues fhort. of 
being the midway. The veflels. that. fail 
down the Nile to Cairo: are obliged to: 
A on fend at Menie, and pay fome duty, there. 
It feems to be a confiderable place. It 


and 
- wef Contains ieveral mofques;. and among other. 
part things lobferved many. columns of granite. 


kof Ov eragainft Menie,.on theeaftern-bank 
of the Nile, is Sanuada, a.village;. its name 

land Ma fgnifes chafte. It contains. feveral fugar- 

the $ mils. 

vi Harr a league above Menic,.and weft- 
ward of the river, is Bennem-Hammed, 
which confits of three villages, a quar-. 

E. s, 
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ter of a league diftant one from the 0 
ther. 

We afterwards reached Ell Mottaghan, 
or Mettaghera, a diftri& fo called for it 
containing fix villages, three on the right, 
and three on the left fide of the Nile, with 

_ an Mland of the fame name, fituate ner 
the weftern fide of the river. A foreft o 
palm-trees ftretches three leagues in length 
along the eaft fide of the river, between 
Ell Mottaghara and Sanuada. 

Havine pafled by Mottaghara, wecame 
up with Bennehaffein, the name of five 
villages on the weern fide of the Nik, 
and very near to each other. A trad of 
land on the other fide of the river belongs 
to thofe villages, of which, the firft befides 
the general name of Bennehaffein, has al 
fo that of Girgares. The mountains in 
its vicinity are famous for the grot 


toes of holy anachorets that formerly abid- 


ed there. 


IMMEDIATELY after we paled by the fol- 


lowing villages, Segale, Kirkar, Mefchd, 
Dabbes, Sakiedmufa, Garanduul, and Rod 
da, all fituate on the weftern bank of the 


Nile, except Garanduul, which is about 
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three quarters of a league up the coun- 
tr 

ji LITTLE aboye Rodda is a canal; call- 
ed Bagher-Jufef. 
| Ony the other fide of the river appears 
with its mofque, the city. of Schechabade, 
formerly Antinge, capital of the low The- 
baid. It contains feveral antiquities, where- 
in none of the enormous ftones employed 
by the Egyptians in their building, are-to: 
be feen, but ftones ^af a moderate fize, and’ 
fuch as were ufed in conftruéting. trium- 
phal arches at Rome, The: principal ob- 
jects among the ruins arethree grand gates ;. 
the firft is ornamented with. columns of 
the Corinthian order, channelled: the two 
others, which: correfpond with the. firft, 
are plainer.. Thefe ruins of antient An-- — 
tinoe are at the feet:of the mountains, and. 
bordering om:the:Nile. The walls of the 
houfes have been built: of bricks, which 

$ look as red to-day, as if they had been but 

efo Newly madé. Very. probably the village 
fchel, of Rodda above-mentioned... was .the Mok- 
Rod- kias of Antinoe. 
yf the On the other fide of the river, half 2 
league. up in the country, and a quarter of. 
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a league from the canal, is a Coft-convent 
of St. Michel; a little higher, and on the 
brink of the Nile, we perceive a little vil. 
lage, called Beyjadie-ell-Kebira. Here 
the villages begin to lie wider of one an- 
other. | 

ArT eight o’clock in the evening, we 
were a-breaft of Neflet-ell-Raramm a vib 
lage on the weft fide of the Nile. The 
barks commonly ftop all night before this 
village, when they happen to be too late, 
to pafs by Monfaluut by day-light. _ I went 
a-fhore, and on my return faw more than 
twenty barks, which formed a fort of ca- 
ravan. 

On the other: fide of the Nile, oppofite 
to Neflet Roramu, is a Coft convent, nam- 
ed Deir Abuichhanna. The- tilled land 
on that fide is not above a quarter ofa 
league in breadth; continual mountains 
occupy the reft of the country. But on 
the weftern fide of the river, tilled lands 
are feen as far as the eye can carry, and 
the diftant mountains are fcarcely per 
ceived. 

Wednefday, November 27th. 

Tur weather being fine, and the wind 
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favourable, we failed all night, and pafled 
by Ell-Berfchell. This village lay to our 
left; and Achemumein, to our right. . It 
was here, of hereabout, that antient Her- 
mopolis {ftood, which Ammianus Marcel- 
linus reckons amongft the moft celebrated 
cities of the Thebais. 

AsouT a league higher up, and half a 
league in the land, we difcovered Mel- 
lavi, a city of an handfome appearance. 
lt has a mofque, and a Cafchef. 

A LITTLE farther, and on the fame fide, 
we faw Magfera, a village almoft oppolite 
to Stableantor, the name of a profound 
grotto, or cavern, where are a quantity of 


pilafters or {quare fupports, pra¢tifed in the 


rock. Dreut Ellfchbrif lies weftward, in 
it is a mofque. 

A LEAGUE farther on the fame fide, but 
about half a league in land, is the village | 
of Galanifch. There is no fafety here for 
unarmed barks. The Arabians of thefe 
parts are profeft pirates, in defpite of the 
government. Wewere mformed thatthe 
Senfchiak having cne day fent thither his 
bark, to feize on the chief of the pirates, 
the head of a Chriftian flave was fent to 


119 THE TRAVEES OF. 

him whofe threat. had been çut in a bark 
that accidentally lay near their land. The 
gave the Senfchiak to underftand that it 
was the head of their chief, who rejoicing 
_ at. the prefent, paid them Tsk ally -for it, 
Next day he difcovered the cheat and pi 
nifhed the authors of it feyerely.. 

Sri. going forward we met tlie vil 
lage of Fafara. After that of Mifara, both. 
weft of the river ;: the latter js over-againg 
Beneamraen or Omarne, 

Unper this name is comprehended an 
extent of land, containing four adjoining 
villages.. 


On the weft we perceived two villages, 


one.called Senabo, the other Elgufia. 
Tue former is a league removed into 


the country, in each there jis a. mofque,. 
The inhabitants of both are ftigmatized. 
for wickednefs;. therefore thofe who, ap- 


proach their land muft be en their guard. 


In the morning we reached two places 


bordering on the Nile, one. on the right, 
the other on the left; the weiftward one 


is Um Ell-Gufuer, the other Ell-Kgufuer, 


It is a convent of Coftes. 
Here the mountains onthe eaft fide of 
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the Nile are fo near to its bed, that it is not 
an eafy matter to ride along; in them are 
a number of caverns, fome large, fome 
{mall, whither the labourers. ufed to-retire, 
when formerly working in thofe quarries, 
in order to hew out ftone for the edifices 
to be erected. l 

Asgove Ell-Kgufuer are the mountains 
of Abuffode, which, to fpeak more pro- 
perly, are but high and fteep rocks, reach- 
ing along the Nile. We had themall that 
day to our left. 

` No other mountains in the world give 
fironger evidence in favour of the deluge 
than they do. For there can be remarked 
the different impreflion the: water in its 
fall has made on them from top to bot- 
tom. 

In feveral parts of thefe rocks, there are 
fuch diftin& echoes, that they lofe not one 
fyllable. Bordering on the river are a 
number of grottoes, which were formerly 
the retreats of pious anchorets, but are 
now occupied by a fpecies of pyratical A- 
rabians, that infeft the Nile. They havea 
Schech; to whom they pay no farther obe- 
dience than to themfelves agreeable :- nor 
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riz. 
do they pay more deference.to the Turk. 
iff government, though often. purfued by 
it, in order to punifh them for their rapines; 
_ but they know where to fhelter themfelves 


in the mountains. We faw a dozen of 
their barks. faftened in a creek which the 
Nile forms at the feet of the rocks. 

AT eleven in the morning we pafled 
by the village of Schugerm, on the wef 
fide. An hour after we came: up with 
Monfaluut, a city on the fame fide, andat 
fome diftance from the river. It is a for 
of capital; its mofques give it a grand 
appearance. It is. the refidence. of a Coft- 
bifhop. 

Tue country round’ it is very fertile. 
All kinds.of fruit are m great plenty, even. 
apples. , 

ALL veflels: going up the Nile pay a 


cultom at Monfaluut; wherefore it wil- 


be prudent in all travellers inftigated by 
‘meer curiofity, never to fufferany merchat- 
dife on board the veffel they have. Forif 
they do they are expofed to: many affronts 
and irconveniences, as we experienced here 
and in other places. 

OprositE to. this. city, eaftward of the 


fitua 
| ware 
calle 
T 
gero 
foun 
A 
flan 
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Nile, is a Coft-convent, abfolutely inac- 
cble. Thole determined to go to it, 
muft fubmit to be raifed up in a bafket by 
means of a pully; whence this convent 
has the name of the Pully-convent. 

Nzar thofe mountains dwells a Bedouin, 

' Bi called Hafler Abuafi. He has the fecret 
led HM of fupporting himfelf there, without be- 
ch Bing approved of by the government of 
ith Mi Cairo. He fows-and plants, nay exacts a 
lat B tenth of their harveft from his fubjeéts. 
ot BE Every time the Senfchiak comes to Mon-. 
ind BE fluut, a rumour is immediately fpread, that — 
ft: Mi he is come with a full intent of making 
_ ‘Bj wer againft Hafler Abuaffi, which report 
ile he foon -puts an end to, by the intercef- 
vol GM fon of the prefents he makes to the Sen- 

i {chiak. , 
ys ABouT evening we got up to an ifland, 
ituate between two villages. One eaft- 
by ward, Ell-Maabda; the other weftward, 
ar E called Taua. 

TuE paflage of this place is very dan- 
erous: we there faw a bark that had 
ere Hl foundered and funk. 

A LEAGUE farther there is another i- 
land, and there the paflage is ftill more 


` - that, it is very near to, is called EU-Mahe 
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_ dangerous; it is called Giefiret Vuli 
baggid. | 

Tuis. fecond. ifand, half a league i 
length, is.alfo fituate between two villages 


madie; the other, farther from it, and on 
the weft fide, is called Net{fchafchiella 

As foon as we had pafled by SchachiiMare tv 
Tamifch, a village alfo fituate on the wel 
fide of the river, we anchored a quarter ( 
a league froma the village of Sallaem, fitu 
ate on the fame fide. 

We faw that day the firft crocodile. He 
was firetched on a fand-bank, which, after 
-the fall of the waters of the Nile, is above weat! 
its level. When he faw our bark come, $ drift 
he fprang off and plunged clumfily into In 
the water. We computed his length tom of Si 
be ten feet. anot] 

Thurfday, November 28th. mofq 

For want of wind, we had our bark i biho 
towed in the morning by our failors, which T 
was a painful job to thofe poor wretches $ who 
the weather being extremely cold, andi rava 
they very thinly clad. It was however ly 
an indifpenfible neceflity, in order to be ag toes 
ble to get round the elbow formed by the MM the 
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ile between Benuup Ell-Haman, a village 
m our left; and Sallaem Ell-Odder, ano- 

jer village on our right. 

Tue reafon why the- elbow the Nile 
forms here is fo difficult to get round, is, 
yecaufe for the fpace of three leagues the 
courfe is formed north to eat. Midway 
we two villages: one on the right, called 
Mangabar; the other on the left, named 
Ell-Ekrat. 
| BETWEEN thefe two villages is an ifland 
aquarter of a league in length. ‘Though 
nocare was omitted, our bark was a-ground 
feveral times, facing this ifland; but the 
weather being fair, we as often got her a- 
drift again, without any great trouble. 

In the afternoon we doubled the point 
of Siuut. This city has the appearance of 
another capital. It has a cafchef, and fome 
mofques, and is the refidence of a Coft- 
bifhop. 

Tuts is the place of rendezvous for all 
who have a mind to make part of the ca- 
ravan that goes from Siuut to Sennar. . 

Ir is remarkable for its antique grot= 
toes now called Sababinath, and made in 
the mountain named Tfchebat ell-Kofferi. 
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It is a matter of two hours afcent, befor 
by the guidance of the mountain path, the 
firft door can be reached, through which 
one enters into a grand falon, fupported by 
four hexagonal pillars of the very rock, 
The cieling is ornamented with  pittpres 
diftinguifhable even now, and the gold em: 
ployed thereon fhines on every fide. The 
floor is covered with fand and ftones. No. 
thing more is to be remarked in this falon, 
befides a few openings here and there, 
which lead to other apartments; but a 
they are filled up with ruins, and the paf 
fages to them are not eafy, no body at- 
tempts them. There is’over the falon ai 
apartment, which from without may be 
climbed to, but with great difficulty. It 
is not fo large as the inferior, has no pillars, 
and is painted like the other. On each 
fide of this fecond or upper-falon is a tomb 
of the fame ftone as the mountain is, of 
which they are part. One of the tombs 
is open, the other fhut; but almoft buried 
in the fand. The upper-falon -communi 
cates with other apartments, but the com- 
munication is obftruéted from the fame 
caufes as in thofe below. 
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Tue part of the mountain, where feven 
ppenings are {een in a line, is called the Se- 
yn Chambers. An old tradition prevails 
among the Turks and. Arabians, that thefe 
hambers had been inhabited by feven vir- 
inse Be that as it may, it is certain that 
hefe grottoés are full as magnificent as thofe 
[have already {poken of. I had a ftrong | 


Tha. 

Nofgpclination to go up to, and examine them; 

lon ut the way thither was too long to go on 

J On, . . 

ere Moot, and I could get no kind of conveni- 
) 


ence to carry me. I was therefore oblig- 
ed to remain fatisfied with the defcription 
given to me by one of our company, that 
had been there the ycar before, from 
whom I had heard what I have faid on the 
te object. 

| Tuere had been formerly at Siuut a 
canal, called Maafrata. It went to Sena- 


each 
omb bo, but is now choaked up. 
. off ALITTLE above the city of Siuut begin 


the dwelling-places of the Arabians, known 


mbs 
E by the name of Hauara. 
rink Tury alfo poffefs lands on the other fide 


oi the Nile. They are faid to be original- 
ly of the kingdom of Maroc. They are 
the b: ft kind of Arabians: they are govern- 
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ed by a Schech, and are all gentleme 
fomewhat in the Polifh way. 

Tue wind being favourable, we todk x 
vantage of it, and continued our.roy 
we pafled between two villages, Benim 
ur, on the left; and Schiub on the righ 

A FULL quarter of a league:higher, w 
came up with Catea, a village fituate o 
the fame fide, and almoft over-againt it 
and another called Ell-Motmar. 

Friday, November 29th. 

On the weft fide of the Nile, ‘the bank 
of the river is covered with trees from Cate 
to Ell-Necheele. 

WE loft the beauty of this profpe&, hk 
caufe we continued failing all night. The 
is facing Necheele another village, calle 
Sachet. In its environs are feveral lit 
canals kept in order by the owners of th 
land they are-in. But as they are not o 
bliged to this by any order of government, 
the canals are often altered, and are con 
fequently of no great importance. 

TowArpDs morning we were becalmed; 
and the current becoming very ftrong + 
gainft us, we were obliged to weather out 
that day near Sachet. 
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A cOFT-PRIEST; whom we had receiv- 
d into our bark, at a fmall ‘diftance from 
airo, took his leave of us, without being 
retted by any. For, though fimple in 
ppearance, his prefumption went fo far as 
o fay more than once, that he could not 
lieve us to be Chriftians, becaufe none of 
is paid him the homage of kifhng his hands, 
whereas the Cofts run in crowds.after him 
ery day, to confefs their refpe& by fuch 
kens of fubmiffion. : 
Our people went a-fhore, in order to 
vet fome neceflary provifions: they killed 
number of pigeons, and faw a great 
juantity of other birds; but they found it 
lificulty to fteal near enough to them. 
owever, they killed a goofe of the Nile, 
whofe feathers were very fine. But what 
vas of more value to us, it was exquifite 
0 the tafte, favoured of ginger, and great- 
y of fumet, with an aromatic tafte. Its 
aw was full of Turkifh corn, and of a 
foot that grows.on the borders of the Nile 
when its waters are low. To this root its 
ich owed its tafte and fumet: for nothing 
omes nearer to ginger than this root. 
Tue Arabians hearabout were in war 
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with, and flaughtered each other ey little 
, day, which was no impediment to og™meo™™ 
going on fhore; nor was any infult offe parket 
ed. ) tru 
We faw fome Arabians reaping in rhich 
neighbouring plain. They cut at a ting ender 
but juft as much corn as their cattle ¢; mo 
.confume the ftraw.of inoneday. And; 
foon as that quantity of corn is cut, the 
fet about preparing the land to be fowedam”” . 
new. 
Saturday, November 30th. 
Tue calm and the ftrong current fil pene 
continuing, we were obliged to lie by 
day in the fame place. In the mornitg 
went to Necheele, in order to fee the pl: The 1 
and to buy fomething, that being their ma A 
ket-day. Though but a poor village, it 
bazar or market-place was ftocked withv 
riety of provifions, and.other wares, eve 


article cheap, though there was no gra p” 
plenty of any. This market is held even 

eight days. All that could be faved inthe 

week is carried thither; and on accou, . 
of the univerfal poverty in thofe parts, wh 
each particular brings, confiftsin general, 
three or four fowls, half a dozen of eggs 
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ttle wheat, fome lemons, and other fuch 
ommodities. Each proprietor comes to 
parket with his little effects, none daring 
» trut his neighbour with them; by 
vhich means there are commonly as many 
enders as articles to be fold. 
| Moneyisfcarceinthecountry; therefore 
our parats pafs for five. Two fat theep 
ae fold for one hundred and ten parats, 
two fowls for ten parats, twenty eggs for 
ne parat, and other things in proportion. 

Our people had alucky day’s fport: for 
ynong otherthings they broughthomethree 
aramans, a fort of bird of the fize of a 
yood-cock, delicious to the tafte; but ftill 
more valuable on account of its fine voice, . 
he Turks give eight and ten fequins for 
hem, when they have been caught young, 
and taught to fing. As to their beauty, 
it confifts chiefly in fine large eyes, for their 
leathers are like thofe of a wild duck. 

Sunday, December 1ft. 

A GENTLE gale arofe: by its affiftance 
ve werejuft able to make fail, and get up 
y eight o’clock in the morning to Abu- 
tiche, a confiderable city on the wef of 
the Nile; in it arefome mofques. 

F 
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‘WE next paffed by Defnele, a villaggi diftant 
fo called, and fituate on the fame fide, k ing vil 
about a league in the country. The prng cherki 
cipal bufinefs of its inhabitants is to cut oug {polis. 
men for eunuths. near f 
Over againft it, on the other fide of thg feems 
Nile, is Buet. ftone, 
AsouT a league and a half farther angi is {0 
two villages, to wit, Scherk Seliin, on tha there 
eaft fide of the river; Bennifées, on thai whic! 
welt fide. thing 
ALITTLEhigherup, and onthe famefide fi it í 
is Sylfa, a village, the refidence of an Anda it, w! 
bianfchech. Dueer-ait appears alittle high full © 
er up, and about half a league-in land. Tı 
A THIRD village follows, called Kardoosi its co 
THERE are two others oppofite to it; togi mari 
wit, Merrefchis, and Ell-Bedari: they argi ment 
contiguous one to the other. the 3 
A LEAGUE higher, but on the weft fide T 
of the river, is Neflet Ell-Hemma; and + 
‘bout the fame diftance higher ftill is Tame from 
BETWEEN thefe two is an ifland, called cont 
Giefiret Toma, half a league in length, and 
leans more to the eaft than the weft fideotf bot! 
the river; and takes its name from Toms, 
on the eait fide of the Nile, but fomewhat ( 
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diftant from it. Berdenis is a neighbour- 
ing village on the fame fide; asisalio Gauf- 
cherkie, that has fucceeded to Little Dio- 
fpolis. It contains yet an antient temple, 
near fixty paces long, and forty road; it 
feems to be covered but with one large 
tone, fapported by columns. Its cieling 
is fo well. preferved, that hieroglyphics 
thereon can be eafily diftinguifhed, and 
which were in great plenty. It has no- 
thing elfe remarkable. The Arabiansprize _ 
it fo little, that they ftable their cattle in 
it, which is the reafon of its being almoft 
full of fand and dung. | 

Tue fides of this temple are open, and 
its colonnade entirely fo. I owe this re- 
mark to thefame perfon I have heretofore 
mentioned, and who had been on the fpot 
the year before. 

Taere is near the Gau Scherkie a ca- 
nal, that tends to the north; but, probably 
from having been negleéted, appears to 
continue but half a league into the coun- — 
try. On each fide of it was a ftone dyke, 
both which are now almoft deftroyed by — 
the Nile, that has carried off the greateft.part. 

On the other fide of the river fuc- 

F 2 
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ceflively appear Gau Ell-Gerbie, Mefchite, 
_ Schachtura, Schech Seinetdien, and Benge; 
five villages that have nothing remarkable, 
- The third and fifth are more in land. 
AFTER thefe comes Tagta, a city ofa 
-tolerable good appearance, from its mofques; 
and lies on the weft fide of the river. We 
left it at four in the afternoon. At about 
the diftance of a league, on the.fame fide, 
is Sovama, a village, where, -on ‘the -wef 
of the Nile, begins the territories of the 
prince of Achun: as Rejegna, avyillage op- 
pofite to it, is the beginning of the fameter- 
ritory; on the eaftern fide ofthe river. This 
nillage lies at the feet. of the mountains of 
the Grand Thebais,:which is the: caufe of 
the barrennefsof the place. The little land 
there-tilled is dry; fome -date-trees not- 
withftanding thrive in the fand. -Its great- 
eft ornaments:are its pidgeon-houfes, which 
‘figure well to diftant fpectators. Its inha 
-bitants chief fupport derives from-their na- 
vigating on the Nile, for whieh, purpofe 
they have a number of barks. Their cha 
-racter ftill is extreme wickednefs: : they of- 
ten .rebel againft their -Emir, «who is the 
-prince of Achmiin. 
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Ar feven in the evening we pafled by 
Taberbuur, a village on the eaft fide of 
the Nile; and foon after we pafled by Ma- 
nga, a beautiful city, fituate on the weft 
fide of the river,in a pleafant plain, where 
the beft wheat in Egypt grows; but the 
neighbouring lands fuffer greatly from the 
jinundations of the Nile, which carries off 
a part of them every year. 
WueEn we had doubled the point of a- 
bout four leagues round, formed by the 
bank of the Nile, which elbows towards 


Maraga, we advanced over a fimilar {pace 


to an ifland called Giefiret Schendoviil, a 
hort league in length. 

AsouT the fame diftance from the welt 
fide of the river, in land, is Gilean. Here 
the Nile makes a feond elbow, indeed fome< 
what lefs than the former, and forms a 
third over-againft the village of Suaedfch, 
on the weft fide of the river. Above it is 
a large canal, called Ell-Suhadifcha, and 
runs from eaft to weft. 

ALMOsT oppofite to Suhaedfch appears 
Schech Haridi, celebrated for the tomb of 
è pretended Turkifh: faint. This tomb is 
made in the form of a fmall cupola, on the 
F 3 
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top of the mountain. The ignorant peo. 

ple of the country give exaggerated ac. 

counts of miracles performed, which are 

= executed by pious craft, and prieftly ™ 
demain. 


Monday, December, 2d. 

In the morning we found ourfelves be- 
tween Scheck Flaeck, a village on the 
eaft fide of the Nile, and a Coft-convent, 
called Deir Ell-Abbia, on the weft, and 2- 
bout half a league in land. Some of our 
company, who had ‘formerly been at the 
convent, told us they faw there a crof, 
which is a remainder of an old church, 
built under the patronage of St. Hele- 
na. 

JouRNEYING on we perceived on our 
right Barafbura, a village, with a mofque. 
Farther on are two more, Bibar on the eat 
fide of the Nile, and Ell-Sauuie, on the $ Was 
weft. The wind was favourable, yet, not- $ be f 
withftanding, the bendings of the river fre 9 furn 
quently obliged us to have our bark to- $ #0d 
wed along, in ‘order to arrive at Ach $ ™2y 
min. num 

Tuts city is fituated on the eaft fide of fixes 
the Nile, where refides a prince of thefame gE tow 
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name, it is large and adorned with feveral 
mofques: the Coftes have a convent there; 
and the fathers of the Propaganda are hof- 
pitable receptacles for thofe who may want 
it, Over-againft this city is Mefchie,‘on 
the weft fide of the river: we arrived 
there in the night, and had our bark 
made faft, as we intended to ftay there 
fome time. 

Aut the barks that go up from Cairo fo 
the cataracts; or that, from the catarat 
come down to Cairo, ftop there, to take in 
provifions of bread and other articles: and 


this is certainly the moft commodious place: 


for fo doing, it being midway, and every 
thing is fold very cheap. 

THERE was a large camp without the 
precincts of the city, which we were in~- 
formed was that of the bey of Girge, who 
was going to vilithisdomains. Wherever 
he flops, the neighbourhead is obliged to 
furnifh him a certain quantity~of bread, 
and other provifions; aad that one place 
may not be more taxed than another, the- 
number of days of his abode, in each, is 
fixed. He does not return to Girge till 
towards the end of December; and even 
F 4 
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then he is obliged: to camp without the ci. 
ty. And though Girge be his refidence, 
he is not allowed to ftay there longer than 
three or four months each year. 

His. tent was diftinguifhed from the ref 
by forty lanterns hanging’ before it in , 
chequered form. Some of our. company 
had recommendatory letters to him; but 
the delivery of them was judged un- 
neceflary, as nothing was wanted, and as 
we were informed he was to decamp next 
day. 

Tueíday, December 3d. 
WE remained all that day at Mefchie, 


Our Reis went thither at the break of day. 


to have bread baked for himfelf and his 
crew. We were alfo careful to take in 
fome, becaufe our provifion of bifcuit di 
minifhed. Bread is not to be had there 
ready made: thisis the method followed by 
thofe who want fome. They go to the 
market, and buy corn; it is from thence 
carried to the horfe-mill to be ground: 
but if this mill cannot difpatch it foon e- 
nough, being already engaged to other 
cuftomers; then they parcel it out to fe- 
veral by bufhels, who grind it with querns 


or ha 
witho 
flour, 
nels 1 
whict 
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or hand-mills, there being fcarce a houfe 
without one. After they- have got their 
four, they give it to women, whofe bufi- 
refs it ig to work and make bread of it; 
which. is fpeedily executed by them, al- 
though their baking-utenfils are not the 
moft commodious, nor in the beft order. 
Their ovens are remarkably little, made of 
mortar, and heated with ftraw. Notwith- 
fanding, their bread. (though fomewhat 
Arabian’ \ is pretty wellmade. Their man- 
ner is not very nice. ‘Theirdough is very 
foft, nor is there ever any complaint of 
thar bread. being over-baked. Their 
axes are generally good, when eaten 
new; but when.not of the baking of the 
day, a trong appetite is neceflary to relifh . 
them. 

I went to the Bazar or market-plice,. 
which I found better ftocked: than any F. 
had hitherto feen. The frequent arrival 
of barks contributes to rendér Mefehie com- - 
mercial, From the ncighbouriag places ne- 
celiaries are brought: thither, becaufe: the 
people are always fure.to meet ‘with chap-: 
mea. Every thing there is fold at reafon- 
able rates. We boughtthe fucking calf of 

AE 


- 
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a Bufle for forty parats; poultry two 
parats apiece; and other articles in propor. 
tion. | | 

Tuts place is famous for a fort of con. 
{ferve made there in great quantities, high. 
ly efteemed by the Turks and Arabians, on 
account of its fweetnefs, 

As I walked along the Bazar, I met two 
of their pretended faints, attendant on the 
market; they were ftark naked, and ran 
like fools through the ftreets, fhaking 
their heads, and roaring as loud as they 
could. | 

THE next curious figure was a harlot; 
her face and breafts were expofed; the 
{mock fhe had on was white, whereas that 
of other women is blue. Her head, her 
neck, her arms, and her legs, were decked 
with yariety of trinkets. But all thofe 
ornaments did not charaéterife her fo much 
as herampudent air, and lafcivious geftures, 
whence it appears that this fort of crea 
tures have a general mark by which it 
is known in all countries. ‘This more- 
over had an extraordinary mark for one 


of her profeflion, which was extreme ug 
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BeFrore I have done -with -Mefchie, I 
mut fay in its praife, that in'‘it are a great 


a number of very fine pigeon-houfes, and a 
on. ME moque with very large burying-places, in 


hs which are feveral monuments erected in 
6 honourable remembrance of the deceafed:.- 


Pe This laft diftinćtion is entirely owing to its 
Wo elevated fituation, on which account the 
the dead are. carried thither from all the 
rai neighbouring places, that they may not. 
ing be expofed to the annual overflowing of the. 
hey i Nile. : | 
Tue Coft-Chriftians, aswell as:the pro-- ` 

lot; felytes of the Propaganda, have in this ci- 


the Ma ty and throughout alt the ftates.of Emig 
hat Ma Achmiin, very. great privileges. They 
her Mag we Not afraid there to ftrike a Muflulman,, 
ked fag Which in other parts would endanger the. 
ofe Ma Ltiker’s life. 

Durine the two:days:we délayed at 
Mefchie, we faw.a great’ number: of barks. 
arive;. they. were all. on the.fame errand) 
, it Me we-came, to. wit; to take in provifions. 
rel Wednefday; December. 4th.. 
nal Our.neceflary acquifitions having been- 
ug: allbrought on board, we failéd about eight. 

clock in.the morning, and foon got.up: 
E 6: 
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with two villages, on the weft fide of the 
Nile; one is called Gharaffe. The other 
El Haigua; but the latter is about a league 
in land. 

We after paffed between four other vil. 
lages, to wit, Galefmund and Fug. Both 
on the weft of the Nile. The two others 
on the-eaft fide are Ell-Afavvie and Elk: 
hauvie. 

A LITTLE above this village is the eaf- 
tern extremity of the territories of u 
prince of Achmiin. 

We had on our right. ES and 7 
ter Ell-Ghoraen. Above which is the 
weftern extremity of the {tates of the faid 
prince. 

Opposite to Ell-Goraen is Deir Melac, 
where the Coftes have a convent; there 
is alfo a burying-place for the Chriftians 
of Girge. 

WE efterwards failed between two places, 
of which, one is but a village, called Scha- 
raque, yet famous on account of the afy- 
ium the Turks diflatisfred with their go- 
vernment, or fram any other motive, find 
there. 
tain their liberty fo well, that they pay trt 
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hem bute only to their own Schech. Near 
et fae Scharaque are feveral grottoes or caverns in 
ue fa the mountains, but it was impracticable for 
me tofee them. “Se 
i. Tue other: place that lay to our right 
th Æ was, Girge or Tfchirche, I went afhore to 
sE view this city, which may be called a large 
lt Mone. Here.refides the bey or governor of 
Upper Egypt, of which this is the capital. 
The Turks have feveral mofques there. It 
is alfo the refidence of a Coft-bifhop. The 
fathers of the Propaganda have a recepta- 
cle of hofpitality, and fupport themfelves 
therein by practifing phyfic, which ren- 
ders them neceflary to the Turks. Not- 
withftanding their. fervices they: are liable 
G Mm to continualsinfults; and fometimes to ri- 
re BM gorous perfecutions. 
is 6=6THoucH 'Girge be filed the capital of - 
the Turks in Upper Egypt, it is alfo, in a 
s; Me Manner, the imit of their dominions there,’ 
a- E for higher up the ineficacy of their power 
y- B is obvious. The Arabians do not hefitate 
0 MM to protect thofe who have offended the 
Turk:fh government. 
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Bi ellet 

Beeb eee ESTE E E vont 

T he Author’s Fournal from Girce to. om 

EsSsuakENn. mofqu 

Thurfday, December 4.. s 

E failed from Girge the qth in thi wr 

evening, bus were becalmed j 1n, galch, 

the night. We put fome of our people perece 

afhor e, in order to get. fome wood, and ges; t 

bid them meet us at Bagjura, gbout teg the N 

leagues higher. We jogged but flowly on, city, } 

by reafon of the little wind we had to aidi ined 

us. We faw on our left the mountains On 

called Sherck Uladiachchia. to San 
From Sharaque they begin to approach lage. 


nearer to the Nile. Whey occupy a vat MM iret- 4 


tract of land, independent of the Turks, length 
and ruled by Arabian chiefs, who are itii on it. 
fovereigns. No tribute is paid there. If a$ jg Ne 
ny malecontent flies thither for an afylum, $ he N. 


from Cairo, or any part of Egypt, he is 
fure to find it; no perfon daring to puri fret / 
fue him into thofe territories, where even: 
the Turks are afraid to land. 

We pafled by two villages on our night, 
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Nelet Afflcheriff, and Say-Adne, both in- 
confiderable. 

: AFTERWARDS wereached Bardis, a aed 
fome city, which is embellifhed by a fine 
mofque, and on its fouth fide has a canal 
that goes far into the country, even to Ba- 
sabura, Ell Turaet, and to Ell-Kebira, &e. 

We faw alfo on the fame fide, EH Ma- 
pafch, Belliene, Bennier-Akaep, Scheck 
Bereeck, Schenine, and Samhuud, all villa- 
ges; the firft is about a league diftant from 
the Nile. Belliene, heretofore figured as a 
city, had a mofque, but is new entirely 
ruined. 

On the other fide of the river, oppofite 
toSamhuud, is Ell Bellabiifch, a plain yil- 
ge. A little above it is the ifland Gie — 
fret-Abdelkadir, about two leagues in 
length, lies north and fouth, with a village 
on it; over-againft which 1s another, cal- 
led Nerar-Nifch, fituate on the ealt fide of 
the Nile. 

Oprpositetothe fouthern point of Gieli- 
iret Abdelkadir, are twọ other villages; 
Baganes, and Beniberfa; the former on 
the weftern; the latter on the eaftern fide. 

HavinGc with much difficulty got by 
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Beniberfa, on account of the fand-banks 
which were very high then, and are a} 
ways fo in that time of the year; on oy 
left appeared -Ell-Umbiir, a village, with} 
mofque.. As we advanced, we faw foir 
villages, Schechmebadir, and Ell-Gouafy 
on the eaft. of the river; and. Alkilhnagi 
- and Savaggel, on the weft. 

A LITTLE higher, on the fame fide, i 
the village Sagh EN, Bagjura. Between 
which and Savaggel, is a canal, called: M; 
harakka. Not far from Sagh Elk Bagjun 
is the -city Bagjura, at a fmall. dittance 
from the Nile, and pretty large, which is 
owing toits being near the canal Maharak 
ka: It has a-mofque. Our people, whom 
we-had put afhore, joined us here, and 
brought us wood, which was-very accep 
table, on account of the great. fcareity ¢ 
it on board. 

WHILE we were at Bagjura, fifteen Ji 
niflaries came to our bark, and demanded 
a paflage. The reys refufed them, and 
alledged for reafon; that purfuant to his dat 
gain with. the Franks, who -had hired her 
for the tri p, he could receive no perion o4 
beard, w ahou their previous confent 


ecepta 
On í 
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The Janiflaries made light of, and laughed 
at his anfwer, faid they were going to fetch 
their baggage, and that if they fhould find 
any. oppofition to their going on board, 
hey would force their. way. 

As foon as we returned from Bagjura, 
he reys informed me of what had happen- 
d, on which I bid him bear away imme- 
lately; which fudden departure faved us, 
no doubt, from very bad company, and, 
perhaps, from very perilous confequences. 
| Friday, December 6. 

WE failed all that night. The firft place 
we pafled by was the ifland Giefiret Nejag- 
eye. On it is a village about three quar- 
ers of a league in length; it is. oppofite to 
ittariff, a village on the eaft fide of the 
ile. There begin the mountains of Tfchi- 
xl Monna. 

OvEr-aGAINST the ifland Giefiret 
ċgagheye, weftward of the river, about 
i league in land, is feen the city Farfivut, 
where there is a mofque, and the miffiona- 
ies of the Propaganda have one of their 
teeptacles. of hofpitality. 

On our left two villages appeared, El- 
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- lakluraes, and Selemie, facing two other fkes on © 
amed Dirp, and Hau., afenie, 
In the morning we found ourfelves lyefimmeft thr 
ing before Shaurie, a village weftward of fMiNetzch 
the Nile. Being becalmed, I was refolved E W: 
to profit of the occafion, and go fee theMveral 
ruins of a temple in the neighbourhood of Mianks, 
Hau; but being afterwards informed thate ha 
there was at that time a convention of threeli/ We 
or four hundred of their Mahometan faints, hres n 
followed by a multitudinous crowd, Marn: 
thoughtit prudent to defift. A Janiffary foils rem: 
licited us to grant him a pailage at Shau fhood c 
ric, which we readily did. He was makingMalled I 
his efcape for having killed one of the ff fnothe: 
teen Janiffaries that would forcibly comelamew 
on board the bark. He was very muchiBpit, f 
hurt himfelf, He was a brave fellow, andiipoing 
was feveral times of great ufe to me, whetmafled | 
the Arabians would fain hinder me fromgihey fh 
contemplating the ruins of antiquity. 
Tue wind frefhening in our favour 
we failed. The Nilein thofe parts is verghe fror 
irregular, in regard to its bendings, angon ro; 
its breadth. Its bottom we obferved to biMbut he 
very clear; and therefore without any dit 
ficulty pafled by the four following vithe fur 
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«on our left, Ell Gaeffer, Gaflerufeiaed, 
enie, and Fau. And at the fame we 
ft three more on our right, Reiefie, 
Netzche Ell-Abiid, and Dinedera. 
Wuen we had pafled the lak, we faw 
eral crocodiles ftretched upon fand- 
paks, that the fall of the waters of the 
lile had left dry. 

We foon after came up with three vil- 
ages More on the fame fide, and, called 
farna, Senaepfi, and Ell Wokf. -The taft 
s remarkable, for that in its neighbour- 
ood ends the territory of the Arabians, 
lled Havara. Over-againft the fecond is 
nother village, Difchne, or Deheifchne, a 
ume which fignifies Admiration, was given 
pit, for this reafon, becaufe the Arabians 
ping up the Nile were very much embar- 
led here, to know towards which fide 
iey fhould turn when they had a mind to 
may; thus far they were guided by the 
ourfe of the river, which they knew to 
% from fouth to north, confequently the 
un rofe on their left, and fet on their right; 
ut here the cafe was altered: from the 
Nile’s having made a great bend, they faw 
the fun rife on their right, which fo afto- 
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nifled' them, that they gave this place tigi WE I 
name of Deheifchne; or Admiration: -Gaef 
Nezar it we faw feveraF float-boats, migi WE 3 
of earthen pots and fafcines; two meii Ct 
fuffice to manage one of them. joubt th 
' ApouTF eight o’clock im the evening we hich 5 
were becalmed ; and'feemg ourfelves borg’ ha 
back by the current, we anchored on tha secti 
eaftern fhore of the river, along whid. 2" ° 
fpreads ‘a barren plain: ong 1 
- Tue next village to us was Merafchdeh g °° 
and oppofite to it, on the other‘fide of theme ch m 
Nile, the village Saeida. er fing 
Saturday, December 7. Tae 
Our folks went afhore early in thaggted 
morning to procure fome wild-fow$$f $ the 
Fhey only met with a prodigious quanti uation 
of {parrows; they fired, at, and killed: hich E 
great many; they gathered an hundred oiif °? a 
them; they were very meagre, and vey 4 1: 
bitter to the palate. he villa 
At eight o’ clock in the morning we AT t 
quitted this barren: place, and:foon came 0b! 
up with the village of Dar, on the eaftertfmm* OF J 
bank of the Nile, and oppofite to Magd-g™"'Y co: 
fcher, the name of a great road: that goci ~ forr 
from eaft to weft: | oad ¢ 
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We pafled by on our left the village of 
-Gaefler. 
We afterwards came a-breaft.of Dande- 
„a city, with a mofque. It is without 
pubt the remains of-ancient Tentyra, of 
hich Strabo, Pliny, and fome-other au- 
ors have fpoken ; and agreeable to the 
gveftion, l-was informed, that there was 
et an antient temple to befeen. ILhad a 
og inclination to go to it, but -there 
ns no perfuading-our reys to put afhore, 
hich made me lofe an opportunity I have 
er fince regretted. 

Tar city of Dandera is very pleafantly 
tuated; for the {pace of two leagues a- 
mg the Nile, and far in land, ds a conti- 
uation of fruit-trees, and of every fort 
hich Egypt produces. The trees were all 
een, and fome bloffomed as in {pring. 

A LITTLE higher, on the eatt fide, is 
he village Kenauvie. 

At two o’.clock in the afternoon ‘the 
am obliged us to moor a little below Ci- 
¢, or Kiene; a city, ‘which, though not 
try confiderable now, has a mofque. . It 
4s formerly very commercial, by means of 
toad to Coffir, a port-on the Red-Sea, 


Pa . 
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whither travellers reached in three days ints u 
crofs the deferts of the Thebaid; but thinh dr 
road is now infefted with robbers. 

Havine heard a great deal of the atii Wr 
quities of this place, I went thither, bgiievenin 
faw nothing. The natives of the place coulinicht, 
not give me any information..In vain digithree \ 
I look for the courfe of the ancient canto wit. 
on which was carried the intercourle dii Ort 
trade to the Red-Sea, and back again; $ Tiurac 
could not difcover any frack of it in tithe hal 
city, or its environs. In this city is amnia, v 
ally celebrated the great feftival, at whi AL 
the bey of Girge commonly affifts, having conid: 
previoufly obtained permiflion of the prim that be 
ces, or Arabian fhechs. | elves | 

THE environs of this city, were covert 
with all forts of plants, as gourds, colqggBallaes 
quintidas, and many more unknown $ At 
me. AsI faw no‘corn, [imagine ith | 
been reaped, and that thofe plants were Hour rig 
fecond production of the earth. Ne: 

In the neighbourhood of the city are 1 
veral ponds, wherein water is preferveda wi 
ter the inundation: it is not drinkable, h 
ving a brackifh tafte it imbibes from tig ‘ourfe 
ground it is hemmed in by. The inhi We 
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nts ufe it to water their lands, and fur- 
ith drink to their cattle. | 

Sunday, December 8. 

Wr had fheered off at nine o’ clock the 
vening before, and continued failing all 
night, during which time we pafled by 

iee villages on the èaft fide of the Nile; 
to wit, Affalie; Ebbenuut, and Ell-Baruut. 
| Opposite to the laft of thefe places is 

juraet, a fimple village. Hereabout begin 
the habitations ofthe Arabians, called Scho- 
fa, which fignifies princes, or gentlemen. 

ALITTLE above it, the Nile winds about 
confiderably ; when we had come round 
that bent in the morning, we found our- 
elves between two villages; one is called 
Shech-Hie, on the eaft-fide; the other Ell- 
Ballaes, on the weft. 

A LEAGUE farther are two other villages; 
to wit, Haradfchie, on ourleft; Tuug, on 
our right. 

Near the latter we landed, in order to 
ke it: but meeting with nothing remarke- 
ble, we did not delay there above half an 
hour; then embarked, and continued our 
tourfe. 


WE immediately faw on the eaft fide of 
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‘the river the village Koft; and foon af, 
Kos, with a mofgue, and fituate on 4 
-fame fide. : 

We afterwards reached Ghattara,:y 
‘the weft fide. | 

Asourt four o’clock in the afternoon, 
were a-breaft of the village Ell-Hedlla, or 
the left, leaving at the fame time on oy 
right Nagadi, which may be called a large 
city, and has feveral mofques. As foon a 
we had arrived there, the Arabian {checl 
had our reys fummoned, to inform’ hin 
who were the Franks he carried. . His-repk 
was, that we were merchants, protected 
by Ofman Bey, from.whom we had recom 
mendatory letters. The dey faid he didnot 
believe him, but that on the contrary,he had 
heard feveral dangerous rumours relative 
to us; andthat we had evil intentions againi 
the country. Butas all the allegations of the 
reys in our behalf feemed to be of no avail, 
we fent one of our drogmans to the fchech, 
= with a letter to him from Ofman Bey. 
Having read it, he witneffed fome furpriz: 
that Ofman Bev fhould have given fuch re- 
commendations, as impowered us to go to 
places where accefs fhould be denied to al 


# 


ranks.---He proceeded no farther in the 


fair’. 
| THERE are many Coftes at Nagadi,.and 
me of their bifhops. They are far from be- 
ig friends to the Franks, but on the con- 
ary, let flip no occafion to do them an 
nkindnefs. We remained all night in 
is city, and a part of the next day. 
Monday, December 9. 

We were harrafled that day by a mob of 
briftian Coftes, who had drawn along 
yith them:a crowd of Arabians. , They 
ged themfelves- over-againft our bask, 
and at firft feemed to contemplate us with 
great furprize; but on perceiving that no 
ort was made to difperfe them, they be- 
ume more infolent, and fo far, as to dare 
ocome on board, where they rummaged 
wery thing. Our bark had the appearance 
f amarket-place, fome coming, others go- 
ng. We could not imagine what had cau- 
ed this general curiofity, having met no- 
hing like it in any other part of our jour- 
ity. But as foon as our reys returned on 
ward, he explained the myftery to us, de- 
laring that thofe troublefome vifitants, on 
teing our coffers, and -kitchen-utenfils, 

G 
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- had concluded the former to be filled with peatec 
gold and filver, and that all the tin, -pew well 
ter, and brafs veffels were made of either and h 
of thofe metals; that a general rumour boii God | 
ing {pread among them. of our having. To 
immenfe riches, there was no fafety to venaimmdid u 
ture farther up the Nile: He then propig we co 
fed our returning to Cairo, aflerting at thains be 
fame time, “ They will kill you and me, inici ag: 
“ order to make themfelves matters of thoid where 
“ treafures they imagine you have. Theid to 
« will caufe it to be reported over all thai contir 
“ vountry; fo that if you efcape in ong! wa 
& place, you will certainly perifh in anogitreme 
“ ther. TheArabians are wicked enoui menti 
“ to execute fuch dark defigns.’”? Our poob: do: 
reys, not able to recover from the panigiices, w 
he was ftruck with, earneftly folicited, andino. | 
for a long time, that we fhould return taoverc: 
Cairo: but we were deaf toall his rema In : 
ftrances. By way of encouragement, wawe fai 
told him, that we feared nothing, bem@ivith < 
well armed; that no perfon fhould ofeqiiret 1 
the leaft injury to him or them, but at th@aruc 
immediate peril of his life; and that w@flichef 
were abfolutely determined to go up asfaiiincien 
as the cataract.. Our intrepidity, and regiichom< 


as fat 
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peated affurances:of defending his life, as 
well as our own, recovered him a little, 
and his anfwer of confent was, In/challach, 
God grant it. 

. To confefs the truth, the Coft-gentry 
did us a great diflervice; for ever after 


wecould not land any where, without be- 


ing befieged by crowds. The reports hatch- 
edagainft us at Nagadi, foreran us every 
where; fo that we fhould have been expo- 
fdto many accidents, but that we were 
continually on our guard.. The worft of 
dl was, our reys having become. fo. ex- 
tremely timid, as to tremble at the bare 
mention of putting toland; nor could it 
£ done without compulfion in thofe pla- 
ces, where there was any thing worth fee- 
ing. Many were the difficulties we had to 
vercome. 

In fine, about fix o’clockin the evening 
we failed from Nagadi, and foon came up 
vith an ifland on the .eaft-fide, called Gie- 
iret Metera, about three quarters of a 
kague in length, with a village on it. Its 
higheft recommendation is, its being the 
ancient ifland Talenna, whereon St. Pa- 

ome built the firt monaftery of his con- 
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= gregation. The ruins of it are ftill tot, lind: 
feen over-againft the village Menefchia, on Ein 
the weft fide of the Nile. a 
AsouT half a league higher we failed M 
between two villages, Demefiig, and Gie „ 
rajoes; the former on our right, the latter 3 à 
on our left. There being fcarceany wind; oP 
we put afhore near-Gierajoes. = 
Tuefday, December 10. sich 
Tue calm obliged us to remain therea k d: 
night; a little wind {pringing up with the.. 
dawn we failed; but being foon; fpent, wi E. $ 
were towed up to Soes, a village on the wiii... 
of the Nile. Above it we were often +... 
ground, but received no other damag 
except that of greatly fatiguing our mer 
-in getting the- bark off, which obliged 
to ftop again. Our reys, not rid of allhi 
impreffions of fear, anchored. near -fom 
iflands that, fince the fall of the Nile, wer 
higher than the prefent level of its watag yy, 
Here we were not far from the village Ga 
mola, on the weft fide of the river, and oy i 


pofité to another on the eaft, called Schen 

huer. Wa 
THREE or four crocodiles, by du 

had chofen.for their retreat thofe little 
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ki we lay anchored of. We fired at 
them; two inftantly plunged into the wa- 
tr; one feemed to remain without any 
motion. We imagined that we had killed, 
or at leat wounded him. feverely, where- 
fore we ordered our bark to bear on him, 
and were armed with poles, and other in- 
fruments, with which we intended to dif- 
patch him, in cafe he had not been already 
dead; but when we were within fifteen, 
paces of him, awakened by our noife, he 
farted away, and dived like the others.. 
He was about thirty feet long. We faw 
that day twenty other crocodiles, ftretched 
on fand banks, and of different extent,. 
rom fifteen to fifty feet. 

Tue. lands hereabout appeared to be- 
pretty well cultivated ; weremarked among 
dther articles of its produce, Turkifh corn, 
lugar-canes, lupines, &c. 

We faw that day a floating-boat of 
taw, buoyed up on gourd-bottles, and: 
conducted by two men. 

Wednefday, December 11. 

. We failed about twelve o’ clock; the- 
wind, though not {trong, was favourable ; 
that we got foon between Ell-Kerne, and. 

G9 
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Damamin, two villages; the former on the 
left, the latter on the right fide of theri 
ver. ) Fr 
A ŁEAGUE farther we faw on our left MM clude 
Magdfher, a plain village; and a little af $8 Theb 
ter, on our right, the ruins of à city, cal $ reys ti 
led Medinet Habu, about half a league infil mifes, 
land. | his fe 

HiGHER up we pafled between two in- was, t 
confiderable villages, Kurnabilal, and Gho- $ count 
faem. The former on the weftern, the lat- E fructe 
ter on the eaftern fide. beard, 

Asove them we reached the village Ell g vitho: 
Akalita, on the welt fide of the river, andj ln my 
almoft facing Carnac; the name of a large at Lux 
tract of ground on the eaft fide of the Nile, 
where there is no making a ftep, without 
meeting remarkable ruins that cover 4 
{pace of above three leagues fquare, and 
reach to Luxor, or Lukoreen. Be Niencic 

Tuar I may not do things by halves, $ quilite 
I fhall treat thofe ruins collectively. 

Ir was four o’ clock in the afternoon, On 
when I began to perceive, on the eaft-fide, $ bark n 
an obelifk: alittle after I difcovered a great $ Nile, c 
number of periftils, fome portals, and an- 
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tique ftructures, confufedly fcattered up 
and down the plain. 

From thefe figns, I immediately con- 
duded that I faw the ruins of ancient 
Thebes; but I could not prevail on our 
reys to put me afhore, by fair words, pro» 
mifes, ormenaces. He did not here plead 
his fear of the Arabians; his only excufe 
was, the impoffibility: of landing, on ac- 
count of the iflands and fand-banks that ob- _ 
fructed. He fwore, moreover; by his 
beard, that there was no going thither, 
without making a great round by land. 
In my return I landed at Carnac, and alfo 
at Luxor. 

- I uap a ftrong defire to defign the hie- 
teglyphics, with which moft of thefe frag- 
ments of antiquity are covered; but more 
tme than I could fpare, and more conve- 
Mencies than I was furnifhed with, were re- 
quite for fuch an undertaking. 
Thurfday, December 12. 

On the eve, towards night, we had our 
bark made faft on the weft fhore of the 
Nile, over-againft Carnac, which is pretty 
near 135 common leagues off France above 
Caro. L rofe with the day, in order te fee 
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if there were noton that fide fome remains 
ofantient Thebes. I did not go far before 
Imet two great coloffufes, which at fir] 
took to be thofeStrabo‘makes mention of; 
‘but Ehad good reafon afterwards to think 
otherwife. 

. EncouraGep by this firft difcovery, | 
returned for my arms, and the company 
of thofe whom curiofity might incite to be 
of the party. The reysperceiving our de- 
fign, {pared no pains to thwart it, nayen 
ployed all his eloquence to intimidate us, 
But when he found his reprefentations ha 
no weight with us, he had recourfe to anc 
ther ftratagem, which he thought would 
prove more effectual to deter us, which 
was to fwear, that if we went afhore, he 
would go homeward with his bark, and not 
wait for our return. But he was made to 
underftand our fixed determination, ant 
that if he dared to fail off, as he threaten 
ed, that we fhould certainly overtake him, 
and make him pay dearly for his infolence. 
This threat had the defired effeét on him; 
for he changed his note, humbly conjuring 
us not-to land, for the fake of him: for 
faid he, “ If your good fortune make you 
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“ efcape from danger, you expofe me to . 
“ the greateft perils hereafter ; - for when- 
| « ever I fall have occafion to fail wp- this 
“ way, and go afhore, the inhabitants will 
“ fall upon me unmercifally, for having 
“ brought ftrahgers into their country, to 
“ carry away. immenfe treafures from them: 
“there will be no perfuading them. to.the 
contrary.” 

L was too much whol: to-fuch argu- 
ments to heed them. ‘The Janiflary here- 
tofore mentioned, who loved refolute at- 
tempts, and from his ftation, thinking him- 
klf more privileged than others, threaten-- 
cd the reys, and accompanied. me afhore ;. 
| fome of our people followed us, wetraver= 
fed the country, taking the two.mentioned- 
coloflufes:for our guides. . 

. We_had:not above a. league-ofi road- to: 
make, if we could: have gone in. a ftrait 
line; but. the country: was fo: interrupted’ 
with canals, and covered with Turkih cern,, 
that we. were. obliged to. make feveral: 
wounds: we {pent three hours before we: . 
reached. the coloflufes. The. place where-- 

on they are erected, as already ebferved, is: 
above a league from the Nile, on. a. fandy: 

G: 5. 
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plain that rifes towards the feet of the 

mountains. 

_ Asout two hundred paces from the co: 
| loffufes, on the eaft and on the north-fide, 
are the ruins of feveral ftatues broken 
down; on the fouth at the diftance of half 
an kone? s walking, are other ruins, both 
antient and modern. 

Tue coloffal figures look ‘towards the 
Nile. One reprefents a-man, the other a 
woman, their dimenfions are fimilar and 
their fize prodigious. - They are about fif: 
ty Danith feet high from the bafis of their 
pedeftals tothe fummit of their heads. It 
was by their fhadow I determined this 
meafure; for on my applying my pole to 
it, I found that from the {foles of their feet, 
to their knees, were included fifteen feet 
in length, which makes good my calcula- 
tion; for by analogy with the conimon 
proportion of man, the height of each fi- 


Tuey are feated on ftones almoft -eubic; 
fifteen feet high, and as many large, com- 
prehending the Ifiac figures that ferve‘for 
ornaments on the fices ofeach ftone. 


gure, including its pedeftal, m uft be 5o feet. 
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Tae, back part of each ftone is a foot 
and a half higher than the fore part. 

Tue pedeftals are. each five feet high, 
thirty-fix and. a half long, nineteen and 2. 
half wide. 

Tue. diftance from: one ftatue to the os- 
ther is twenty-one paces. - 

Trey both confitt of feveral blocks ofa 
fort of a greyifh gravel ftone, and: feem to 
have been- brought from the caverns which 
abound inthe neighbouring mountains. 

TueEtr breafts and legs are covered with 
many Greek and Latin infcriptions, that 
have been.graved thereon.in the time of 
the Romans. | 

Tue’ back part and fides of thie chairs: à 
on which they are feated, are covered with: 
hieroglyphic figures; which in general are 
very like each other, though there be. fome 
difference in the particular form: of the 
characters. Moreover there. is- on each. 
ide a. Term. The chairs feem to be made 
of one piece, and of the fame kind of kone- 
with the ret. They indeed appear to be: 
bmewhat browner and harder: 

Tue two Isac figures, which, (asalready 
oblerved) are the'advanced fide-ornaments,, 4 
* 
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feem to be whiter, and of a finer grain 
than the teh, which gives room to a fur- 
mife, that though they are adjufted in the 
antient Egyptian tafte, they have never- 
thelefs been fixed there, fince the erecting 
of the ftatues. 

I nave obferved that the pedeftals~ are 
as hard and as brown as the chairs. Their 
mnfcription confifts óf one line of hierogly- 
phical figures, and has been greatly — 
by time and violent force. © 

Fue coloffal figures do not feemto have 
received any hurt from the hands of men; 
their being fo much disfigured, and fo de- 
prived of their prominent parts, is the meer 
effect of all-confuming time: 

ALTHOUGH the hierogtyphics are diffe 
rent in fome places, yet the arrangement 
of them is fimilar in the general difpolit- 
on; they are éxccuted with elegance, {ym 
metry} and well preferved. ` The two f- 
‘gures at the bottom are above the natural 
fize; they feem to form a knot, and tè 
hold faft the precepts prefcribed by the hi- 
eroglyphics. They are wrought in ‘Baflo 
Relicvo, do not feem to be an Egyptian 
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work, and are entirely different from the 
rek. 
|. THE infcriptions have been engraved to 
‘teftify that the voice‘of Memnon: had been 
heard. 
| We went afterwards to the ruins on 
the north-fide, not far from the colofial fi- 
gues. There is no room to doubt ‘but 
that they are the remains of the palace of 
Memnon. 

THE portico of the temple alone is e- 
‘nough to give us a grand idea of Egypti- 
an architeéture; each column has over its 
capital {mall fquare ftones, which ferve as 
beams, on which larger blocks of ftone reft: 
all that is vifible of them is covered with 
hieroglyphics, which have an additional 
lufre from the moft lively colours incruft- 
ed thereon; fome of the blocks are forty 
feet long, and two thick in every fenfe. 
Above thofe ftones are other large ones in 
a tranfverfe pofition, and joined to each o- 
ther like planks; all that can be feen of 
thefe {tones inthe platform is covered with 
hieroglyphics. 
= Two forts of columns are to be obferved 
in this edifice; their thicknefs and folidity 
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gives: them a fine appearance. to the diftant 
beholder, whofe. eye drawing nearer is pleat 
ed with a view of the hieroglyphics, and 


= when'clofe by, delighted. with the beauty: 


of. the colours. 
Tais kind: of painting has neither thade 
nor gradation, the objects are incfutted as 
the’ figures are on the dial-plates of watch- 
es, with this difference, that there is node 
taching of them. 


incrufted matter furpafied for ftrength, a- 
ny: thing I had ever. feen of the kind. It 
is.far above the Al-frefco, and the Mohaic, 
and lafts longer. Itis fomewhat furprifing 


_ how the gold, the ultramarine, and feve- 
ral other colours, have preferved their luf- 


tre to this day. 


I osserveD that: the hieroglyphics iv 
thofe buildings. had not the fame appear 
ance of more antient pieces, nor is there. 


that exactnefs of proportion the. Greeks 
and Romans were wont to give their. fe 
gures. 


On the infide, upon the weftern hall, 
leaning towards the north, are three large 


figurés with the faults I mentioned. Tbe- 
heve they were dcfigned as-an allufion to 


I muft confefs that this. 
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e fall of Adam and Eve. ‘There is the 
prefentation of a green tree, and on the 
ght fide of it a man fitting, who feems, 
vith an inftrument he hasin hisright hand, 
o defend himfelf againft alittle oval figure, 
gwered with hieroglyphical charatters; 
which is offered: to him by awoman, ftand- 
gon the left fide of the tree, whilft with 

e other he accepts the prefent. Behind 
ie man {tands a igure, the head covered 

vith a mitre, and ftretching out a hand ‘te 
him. I could find no connection in the 
ret, moft of the figures refembling rather 
amorous devices, or the reprefentations of 
fome heroic atchievements. 

But to return to the architeéture of the 
difice, it is to be obferved that on the eaft 
ind weit-fide there is a wall, that ferves 
for an enclofure; but on the north and 
buth are two colonnades. The exterior 
columns are neither fo high, nor fo well 
omamented, asthe middle ones. They are 
without capitals, a kind of {welling is on 
the top, which produces pretty near the 
lame effet as that of the thick end of a 
hrge club-or mace. The one‘antl the o- 
ther fort are covered with hieroglyphics. 
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THERE ought to be one and twenty co 
lumns on each fide, there are but two ay 
thirty ftanding. The deficiency is on the 
north-fide. PA 

Tuose in the middle being the tallef 
raife the platform higher than the gallerie 
are. Their circumference is fourand twen 
ty Danifh feet, their height in proportion 

THERE is no feeing the floor, it being 
covered with ruins, and with fand thre 7 
or four feet deep. 

ABoVT fifty paces from this edifice, ar 
other remains of antiquity, that. feem te 
have been a gallery all raund. the court 
and are the more worthy. of being noticed 
as they feem to be thofe Philoftrates ha 
{poken of, where he treats of the temple of 
Memnon, in the life of Apolonius.. 

I saw four pilafters made of feweral:pie 
ces of the ftone above-mentioned... Each 
pilafter is ornamented with a Term, the 
arms folded, and in the right hand a fort 
of hook; though their heads are. knocked 
off, there remains on their fhoulder, a part 
of the common head-drefs of Egyptian fi 
. gures. 

Tures great blocks of ftone cover thelt 
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pur pilafters, which are alfo ceert with 
hieroglyphics. 

Tuere ftand over-againft them four pi- 
hiters, fimilar to thofe I have defcribed. 
|| BEHIND the gallery is a wall in a very 
minous way: it is vifible that the upper 
part of the wall was joined to the colonade 
with large ftones, by which means was con- 
trived a walk, fheltered from the fun. 
| Tuere are alfo two pilafters too far fepa- 
nted from each other to have. been cover- 
ed; whence it follows, that if this was the 
place whereon Memnon’s ftatue had been 
erected, it muft have ftood uncovered, and 
in open air, which appears the more pro- 
bable, as it could by that fituation better 
receive the rays of the fun. 

I saw the fragment of a coloflus over- 
fet, and half buried. We could not difco- 
ver enough of it to judge whether it had 
been fitting, and in a like attitude with 
thofe aboye-defcribed. The upper part is 
wanting, and feems to have been fevered 
by force, as appears by many marks. The _ 
entire body of the coloffus feems to -be of 
one piece of black granite marble. Its -pe-: 
deftal is in a manner entire, and on it are 
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fome hieroglyphics, fuch as knives, femi 
circles, and other figures. 

ALL thefe concomitant teftimonies feem 
to point to us, that it is here we mutt feck 
for the vocal ftatue of Memnon, mentioned 
by Strabo, Paufanias, Philoftrates, Lucian, 
Juvenal, Tacitus, and feveral other ancient 
authors, Greek and Latin; for my part 
dare not affert, but leave it to the more 
learned to determine. 

Because that moft of the authors have 
related the’ wonder of Memnoh’s ftatue 
rendering a found at the rifing of the fun; 
to fatisfy my curiofity, I ftruck the remains 
of this coloffal figure with a key; but.be 
ing all folid, I found it as umb as any 
block of granite buried in the earth.. The 
fepulchral urn in: the firft pyramid founds 
neverthelefs like a bell; but obferve, ‘it is 
holiow. 

THERE is here another coloflus entire, 
and made of one piece of granite marble, of 
a middling height, now thrown. down, 
lies on its face, and is half buried: in the 
earth:. all that can be feen of it feems to 
be no way damaged. Its attitude is the 
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me with that of thofe already mentioned. 
Isaw the head of a coloffus, dreffed in 
the Egyptian manner, two feet high, made 
ofblack granite,in thetrue antient tafte, ex- 
«uted with great art and elegance, and is 
notwithftanding fo pleafingly fimple, as to 
ake us conclude, that the whole muft 
lave been the work of fome great matter. 
There are no other remains to be found of 
tat prefent; they are, perhaps, with ma- 
iy more, buried under the fand. - , 
WueEnN I had viewed all that feemed 
worthy of my attention, I, with my com- 
pany, took the road that leads to the moun- 
tins, went into feveral of the caverns, and 
ifterwards came to Medinet Habu, a ruined 
city now, and had been built weftward of 
the Nile three quarters of a league in land, 
ad on a part of the ruins of Thebes. We 
there faw an ancient and magnificent por-: 
ul; the Arabians make it ferve for a gate: 
tothe city; it faces the Nile, is well pre- 
erved, and of uncommon beauty. 
We got over fome little hills, made of 
the ruins and the fand, and came to a 
quare that feemed as a kind of anticham- 
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ber, relatively to the portal, and built with * ore 
large blocks of white ftone, each as high elievo 


asa man. Some remains, rifing above theii s ? 
ground, are yet vifible: the fuperior part ee 

is à plain: cornice.. Over-againit the pom. 
tal is a pretty large opening, and on- each vith tf 
fide of it a fragment of a wall covered with és 
hieroglyphics.. This fquare does not-ter pe 
minate at the portal, but at the walls of in the 

the ancient city, fome remains whereof” °" 
are ftill to. be feen northward of the portal, ts 


The face of the fquare has no cornice, and 
the piece of a wall near its aperture is alfo 
covered with hieroglyphics: 

AsovuT a dozen paces farther on are two 
columns, made of feveral large ftones, 
without hieroglyphics; but their channel- 

_ led capitals are incrufted with colours, ve- 
ry pleafing to the eye, though not execut- 
ed according to the rules of any order of 
architecture. 

- Havine pafled the columns; we were 
obliged to clamber over feveral large blocks. 
of itone that obftrué the paflage to tlie 
portal: they abound in hieroglyphics. A 
mong other things, I obferved four frizes 


THE 
frizes, 
polifhe 
the fr 
hotwit 
the dr; 
edifice 
fort of 
namer 
was In 
colour 


MR. NORDEN- 165 
fa fa greyith ftone, with vinettes in Baffo- 
Rdievo. They were.on the ground among 

ther ruins. I was the more {mitten with. 
them, for that they appeared to me to be a 
Roman work, ornamented en the middle 
vith the heads ofa Diana and a Bacchus; 
the rekt covered over. with vine and oak 
aves. I faw nothing like them far.or near 
in the ruins, or any edifice where thofe fri- 
zs could have ferved. Every thing elie 
was Egyptian, or Arabian architecture’; the 
chief material of the latter is mud, &c. —- 
Tue architrave of the portal has two 
fizes, one-on the tep ofthe other; it is 
plifhed, and forms a pretty large opening, 
the frontifpiece hath greatly fuffered; I 
notwithftanding difcovered the wings of 
the dragon, fuch as.are feen on many other 
edifices. I alfo-obferved the remains of-that 
brt of cartouch, -which was a favourite or- 
lament among the Egyptians. . All this 
was in Baffo Relievo, and -incrufted with 
colours. 
: gove this-‘opening is a {mall cordon, 
ind round the portal a large border, full 
of hieroglyphics; interiorly. it is covered 
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with large blocks of ftone, ‘ge chor 
fmooth platform, ornamented likes onfide 
with‘hieroglyphics. ‘Be nei 
- I must not forget to mention the larsin mor 
ftone over the architrave. We do nogi had i 
know its ufe. It is covered with verygmmmonthi 
beautiful hieroglyphics. SAIL 
Tuis portal gone through, another wan C 
met, built in the fame manner; that'leadgmpome C 
toa third; and this perhaps to a fourth go ti 
which is not very eafy to afcertain, it beinggmpome c 
a difficult matter to get through the iins h 
cond; the third is filled up with, and aggguking 
moft buried in rubbifh, at which curiofitygggo mou 
mutt ftop. jemfel 
We returned from thence to furvey the mange 
buildings on the right hand of the portal 
No appearance can be more magnificent odiles, 
they are unluckily inacceflible, on accoun! a1 
of the rubbifh and ruins that choak the -qge*miel 
venues to them. Nake c 
Friday, December. 13. 
Tue calm continuing, we were obliged 
to be towed, and pafled by, on our right 
hand, two villages, Kurnabilal, and EIE" to 
Akalita. Towards evening we came uf 


with Nezletameris, on the fame fide. We 
ot anti 
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shored near Ell-Tichelame,, not an: iñ- 
ynfiderable city, has a mofque, and is in 
he neighbourhood of Armenut, which is 
w more than a plain village now, though 
thad formerly been the city called Her- 
nonthis. It contains fome antiquities. 

SAILING on we faw a number of Ara- 

Coftes {cattered over the country. 
sme of our folks put to fhore, in order 
go to the neareft coaft, there to procure 
me corn for our poultry ; but the Ara- 
ans here never trouble themfelves about 
mking any provifion; they live from hand 
o mouth, and having {carce any thing for 
emfelves, they have nothing to fell to 
ir nN gETS. 

Some of our people fired at feveral cro- 
odiles, without killing any; for thofe ani- 
mls are fo wary, that they do not fuffer 
iemfelves to be come too near to, but 
make off before one can get within muf- 
t-fhot of them. 

Saturday, December 14. 

No wind; we were towed from Arme- 
wt to Ell-Reftegeaet, a village on the 
ime fide. The ground between both a- 
wut a league and a half in extent, is full 
if antient remarkable ruins. 
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WE faw afterwards on the. eaft of th 
Nile five villages, Hambdie, Madifcherp, 
rona, Tot, formerly Typhium, Senemie 
and Gibbaeg. The laft of themi lies ove 
againft the village Demegraed; and is o 
the ground where antient Crocodilopol 
was. We anchored near it, and our folk 
who went afhore there killed feveral ge 
of the Nile. | 

Tuae lands about Demegraed feenied i 
have been neglected; they had not bee 
cultivated fince the laft inundation of th 
Nile. They had been fo parched by th 
fun, there was a multitude’ of crevices { 
deep, that I could not reach the bottot 
with a dart I had in, my hand, fix fe 
long; they were indeed preparing to til 
and fix oxen yoaked to a plow could b 
with great difficulty move the ground. 

Sunday, December 15. 

We had a fair wind all night, but o 
reys was not ina failing humour. Atti 
break of day our people went afhoret 
tfhoot, fo we did not fet off till eight o’cloc 
in the evening. 

Monday, December 16. 
We failed all ei and the wind con 
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jnued fo favourable, that at five o’clock 
inthe morning we had already pafled by 
Wahamiid,. Gerera, and Ell-T{chibbeleen, 
three villages on the eaft fide of the Nile; 
the laft is near half a league in ldnd, and 
Jmoft oppofite to Schagab, a plain village; 
s is alfo Ell-Kiman, which we pafled by 
on after on our right. 

A LEAGUE farther on we come up with 
Ab Fuun, a-well looking city, with ‘a 
mofque, is the capital of the valley of Met- 
tani, and fomewhat in land, on the weft 
ide of the Nile. 

OprosiTe to it, on the eaft fide, is 
Magdichera-Dome. 

: A LEAGUE and a half higher up we faw 
aconvent of Coftes, called Deir Omali; 
ad oppofite to it the village Fll-Ardie. 

A LEAGUE and a half farther on we faw 
Helle, a village over-againit Efnay, which 
sa large city, with a mofque on the weft 
ide of the Nile, is the refidence of an Ara- 
ban {chech, and is thought to occupy the 
gound whereon ancient Latopolis ftood. 
One of the fathers in our company, who 
underftood Arabic, went afhore to deliver 
letter to the fchech from Ofman Bey; but 
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he returned to usabout an hour after, with 
the news of the fchech’s death, to whom 
the letter had been addreffed ; that his tw 
fons were gone from Efmay;. that there 
was only their cachef, juft on the point of 
going away too, to view fome of the do. 
mains; that he was then with his womer 
and confequently could not be fpoken te 

‘In the middle of Efnay.is an antient tem 
ple, clofed on three fides; its front is hen 
med in by columns only, four and twen 
ty in number, and {eem well préferved. 

A CHANNELED border.runs all round 
the top of the edifice; but in the middle, 
which is the front of the temple, is a cár: 
touch, or ornament fimilar to that on all 
the grand portals of Egypt. 

A DEMI-coRDON borders the edifice, 
whofe fides are covered with hierogliphy- 
cal figures, that feem to be of a very anti- 
ent kind, and to have been difpatched ha- 
fly by workmen of great practice that 
way. 

TuE columns fupport ftones tranfverlly 
placed, and on which large tables are fix- 
ed, that form a cieling, adorned alfo with 
hieroglyphics, as are the fides. It may, 
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sotwithftanding, bè readily obferved, that 
the figures on the infide are of a more care- 
fil and mafterly execution than thofe with- 
wt; but none of thofe hieroglyphics are 
incrufted with colours. The columns alfo 
we covered with hieroglyphics, which in 
bme places are very {mall, and very much 
crowded. 

One article to be remarked is, that in 
this temple not one capital of a column is 
lke unto another; though the proportions 
be fimilar, the ornaments are different. The 
interior of the edifice is blackened by the 
moak of the fire that ufed formerly to be 
made there; all the other parts are very 
well preferved, except the gate, and inter- | 
vals between the columns in the front; but 
that has happened through the bafe con- 
hy- MM trivance of the Arabians, who filled up all 
nt- MM interftitial {paces, in order to fhut up their 
ha- E cattle, to which ufe it is perverted. 
hat Ir is proper here to obferve, that the 

$ parats are neither current at Efnay, nor a- 
riy HM vove it; their commercial value of things 
fix- MM is cither rated by bourbes, twelve of which 
ith MM are equivalent to a parat; or fevillans, a 
ay, MM Piece equivalent to one hundred parats. 
2: 3 
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- Woop is fo very {carce here, that wei ii abou 
could get none for money. freh, 
THE Arabians, who live higher up thani In t 

| Efnay, are called Ababuda. They are requ but the 
bellious in their nature, and are kept un- Meflav: 
der by force. the tw 

- Ar fix in the evening the cachef fale fe Nile; 
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from Efnay in a bark, two more full of pE Fo 
diers attended him; his departure was pro-am © UP> 
claimed by the noife of drums in his bark, $g parat 
Two hours after we failed with a favoura- Mm Lague 
ble wind. We 
Tuefday, December 17. beer, € 
We had fcarce gone half an hour’s jour- /utra 
ney, when the wind ceafing, obliged us, af- E Ws 
ter we had pafied Duegg, a village not far way, t 
above Efnay, on the fame fide, to put afhore it coft 
near Serniig, another village on the eaft fide off 
of the Nile, and higher up than Duegg. We Wi 
had fcarce made our bark faft, when onefmm 94 E 
of the two with the foldiers on board an- ide; 
chored along-fide of us. We were no way $ ™ © 
pleafed with our new neighbours, for they E 
whic 


were fo undifciplihed, and fo infolent, that $ " 
it was very difagreeable to have any thing little 
to do with them, which to avoid we took $ W 
all the care imaginable: but luckily for us, patie 
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if about an houi’s time, the wind blowing 
freh, we purfued our courfe:: 

Iv the length of four leagues we met 
but the three following villages, Gafcheile, 
Meflavie, and Ell-Adeime, all on the right; 
the two firft half a league diftant from the 

Nile; the laft near it. 

From Demegrael hither, and even high- 
a up, the villages are thinner; they are 
feparate one from the other, fometimes a 
lague, a league and a half, two leagues. 

WE faw next Kellabie, on ourleft; Kum- 
beer, on the right; Scheravina, on our left; 
Turraeg, on the right. 


. We were interrupted in this part of our 
way, having twice ftruck upon fand-banks; 


it cot us a deal of time and trouble to get 
off. 


-= We after pafled by Sibbage, Fll-Ganaan, 
and Ell-Beflalie, three villages on the weft 
fde; the laft is higher up than Ell-Auva- 
me, on the eaft.. Ell-Heiki is on the fame 
ide, fituate at the feet of the mountains, 
which'are fo clofe to the river, that but a 
little fpace remains for tillage. 

' We continued under fail all day, and 
palied by Saide, and Ell-Kile. On our 
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right was Hellai, Ell-Kaep, and Atty: 
on our left. 

AFTERWARDS we came up with F 
a city on-the weft fide of the Nile, and i 
the antient Apollinopolis. There is in thi 
city a confiderable monument of antiquity, 
The Turks have made a citadel of it. Some 
pretend that it was originally built for this 
ufe; to me it feems more refembling a por- 
tal than a citadel. 

THERE turns round it a cordon in the 
Egyptian tate. On the top of the edifice 
there is no cornice, which perhaps has been 
deftroyed by the injuries of time. The 
ftructure in general is well contrived. Its 
fimplicity contributes to its elegant appear- 
ance, on its fronts are three rows of hiero- 
glyphical figures, that feem to be the re- 
prefentation of children whofe ftature ex- 
ceeds that of men now-a-days. 

Tue fouth and north fides have but this 
difference; in the former are feveral win- 
dows, of which four below, made on the 
fides of the portal, are very high, and give 
a diagonal light, which falls obliquely. 

Over the portal is a cartouch of the 
fame contrivance with thofe above ment- 
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ped, and a favourite ornament in Foye 


tian buildings. 

Tuere is alfo at Edfu another monu 
ment of antiquity, confifting chiefly of the 
mins of an antient temple of Apollo, the 
greateft part of which is how buried: the 
Arabians have degraded it into a few con- 
temptible pigeon-houfes. 

Havine left Edfu, we pafled by two 
villages on the fame fide, to wit, Naggeb 
Abdeddein, and Schech Tfichiberim. We 
mied on our left three more, Ell-Behera, 
Redefie, and Ell-Boeeb or Seraik. In this 
place formerly had been a great number 


of Chriftians, it is now an almoft ruined 


village. 

HıGHER up we reached Selvah, a village 
on the eaft fide of the Nile; and foon af- 
ter we failed between four more, to wit, 


Tichibeka, and Ell-Kajoudfche, on the fame 


fide. The two others called Romadic, and 


-Ell-Hammaen, on the weft fide. 


We were then very near Tfchabel-Ef- 
felfele, which fignifies a mountain of the 
chain. According to the tradition of the 
country, the paflage of the Nile was inter- 
cepted here by means of a chain. The bed 
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of the river is very narrow here, has on the 
eaft fide the mountain T{chabel-Effelfele, 
and on the weft a rock; which renders the 
thing feafible enough: one can“ now fee 
_ the places marked on both fides where the 
chain is faid to have been fixed acrofs the 
Nile, that here is not above the length of 
a mufket fhot and a half broad. In the rock 
near whofe fummit the chain was faftened, 


twelve holes have been made one over the E 
other for. the conveniency' of thofe who Fk 3 
went on top of it. Itis fifteen feet high $E 
the fummit ten. © I obferved there a larg $i .,... 
block of granite, covered with an ample in- k 
{cription in hicroglyphical characters, fome sh a 
chapels made in the rock, and entire rocks HG 
‘of granite. htter 
In the ndightiéasliodd of this place are $ th 
many grottoes, the more remarkable, be- Over- 


caufe their fides are all covered with beau- $ 
tiful hieroglyphics. On the infide of them ` 


I difcovered four figures in Alto Relievowy . x 
fitting, and of a natural fize. .Twofigurs $E și 
of men, and two of women; the men, who ba < 
are in the middle; have their arms acrofs 

on their breafts; each woman holds the T; 
man next to herunder the arm.. How con- night 


temptible is the malice or fuperftition of 
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the Arabians or Turks, that has fo horri- 
bly disfigured them, efpecially in their fa-. 
ces! 

Tue hieroglyphical table near thofe f- 
gures is in Baflo Relievo, and yet well pre- 
frved, though the rock whercin the cha- 
pels are be of a fandy yellowifh grain. It 
is not at all improbable that the hierogly~ 
phical table contains the epitaphs of the 
pe interred in this'grotto. 

A LITTLE above this remarkable frait; 
we obferved that the Nile widened to its 
natural breadth, and we pafled by two vil- 
hees; one of them is called Fatira; the 
other is about a league higher, and gamed 
Ell-Gliid, both on our left ; oppofite to the 
htter, is Faris. Not far from itis an iland 
on the eaft fide of the Nile, called Mella; 
over-againft it on the weft fide, is the vil- 
hee Amungaer. 

STOPT by a calm, we anchored at two 
in the morning near another ifland not far 
from it, that is in the middle of the river, 
and called Manforn. 

Wednefday, December 18th. 

Tue ifland we moored at the preceding 
night, is not far from the village Bamban, 
s a 
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on the weft fide of the Nile, over-againt 
Komombu, on the eaft fide. The princi- 
pal monument of antiquity here, is fituate 
- behind'a fandy mountain, and on another 
fide is hid by fome miferable cottages, which 
the curious traveller overlooks, and:con- 
templates with ample fatisfaction thofe beau- 
tiful ruins. | 

Tue building is raifed on twenty-three 
columns well executed, and covered with 
hieroglyphics: the ftones that. roof it are 
of a prodigious fize. It is obvious that 
the architrave, now fplit in two, confifted 
formerly but of one ftone. Under its cor- 
nice is a cartouche, their favourite orna- 
ments of portals: this indeed is peculiarly 
elegant. | : 

Aut the ftones are covered with hiero- 
glyphics, of the fame fort with thofe we 
- faw on the ruins of Medinet Habu. 

It is to be lamented that this edifice can- 
not fubfift long, which is deducible from 
its prefent ftate. Jt is fcarcely feen onthe 
fides. The top is already covered -with 
earth, and the columns as’ well as the reft 
of the edifice are three quarters buried. 

Axsourt fifty paces from thence, on the 
lope of a mountain, is another antique mo- 
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qument. above eighteen feet high,. with a 
regularly fquared nich in the middle, but 
larger above than: below. Its fides are tud- 
ded with hieroplyphics; thofe near the 
gound are fpoiled; the back of it is hid 
in the fand. 

Tuts edifice was made with large fquarė 
blocks, of a whitifh ftone, like to marble. 
tis hard to fay what might have been the 
ue of this monument. Perhaps it had 
formerly been an altar; that the table hath 
been fince carried off, or fallen to ruin; 
nor is it unlikely that in the nich I have 
{yoken of, an idol had been placed. ` 

Tue wind having f{prung up, at eight 
o'clock in the morning we failed. and af- 
ter we had paffed the ifland Ommelst, fi- 
tuate on the weft fide of the Nile, and near 
the village Rakkaba, on the fame fide, we 
perceived Derrau, over-againft it; and then 
came up with Ell-Schech-Amer, a village 
fomewhat diftant from the eaft fide of the 
Nile. 

Tuere are fome ruins, which at fri 
ight appeared confidcrable to me; but ex- 
amining them attentively, I dilfcovered 
them to be the remains of a moderno build» 
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ing. They lie amongft a number of ont 
of pretended. Mahometan faints. 

As we. failed:on,:we:met an ifland call- 
_ ed Gallagis; and oppofite to it, on the wef 
fide, the village Ell-Kabonia: -Here fignal 


was made to us from fhore, to bring our 


bark to, which our reys feemed not to like; 
but on feeing. the people take arms, obey- 
ed. The prince of this country was Ibrim, 
_cachef in Nubia, and had received at Girge 
the caffetan from the bey. 

Tuts is the only mark of homage paid 
here to the Turkifh government: force de- 
cides among the competitors who is to be 
appointed for the place, and he fent to 
Girge muft abfolutely be invefted with the 
caffetan, by the bey. 

Our reys returned in an hour; faid the 
cachef had enquired who we were; and 
on information of our being under the pro- 
tection of Ofman Bey, and that we intend- 
ed to go to the fecond cataraét, he char- 
ged the reys to give us the Lamalek, or 
Good-day. We fent him fome bottles of 
liquor, and fome tobacco. 


AFTER which ceremony, continuing our 


courfe, we pafled the village Ettueia, and 
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ume up with Girbe, two villages fituate 
on the eaft fide of the Nile; ‘but the lat- 
tr has more attraction for the eye: than 
the former. The ruins there are diftin- 
guifhable by large blocks of fquare ftone, 
not commonly ufed in Turkifh buildings. 

Havine pafled it, we uninterruptedly 
followed our courfe, leaving four villages 
on our left; to wit, Gannaek, Ell-Akabbe, 
Abufebera, and Captara. Above -the laft 
of them is the ifland Giefiret Beherif, near 
the eaftern bank of the river. 

A LITTLE farther, on the fame fide, af 
ter we had pafled the village Ell-Toft, or 
Teffel, we arrived at eight o’clock at Effu- 
an. Our bark was anchored near the ci- 
tadel. 


DRL Se® ah Cian is DQ ABD Ala CARD 


The Author’s Journal from Essuakn to 
Deir, or DERRI. 


Thurfday, December 19. . 
i city of Effuaen, fituate on the 
P eaft-fide of the Nile, is now as in- 
confiderable as moft of the villages of Up- 
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per-Egypt. It contains fome mofques, has 
-a citadel, wherein an aga refides: he there, 
at our arrival, was called ‘Ibrahim. It jg 
_ diftinguifhed from other places in the fame 
government, by the inhabitants not having 
any pigeon-houtes on the top of their a 
bodes, which gives fo goodly an appear- 
ance to other villages. 

Wuat makes this place moft remarks 
ble is, the firft cataract beginning, or, if 
you pleafe, ending near it, according as tra 
vellers go up, or come down, which 1s no- 
tified by rocks of granite in the middle of 
the Nile. 

Our reys, being a janiflary, went to de- 
clare our arrival to the aga; and that Of 
man Aga, chief of the janiflaries at Grand 
Cairo, had given us letters, which would 
be prefented to him. 

Ar eight o’clock in the morning, two 
janiffaries came on his part to invite us to 
the citadel. 

He treated us civilly, and a mutual in- 
terchange of prefents followed. 

Havine fpoke of camels, horfes, and 
affes, which the aga was to furnifh for mo- 
ney to carry us and our luggage to the 
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frit cataraét, we afked him to-be fo kind 
3 to let fome one of his people accompa-' 
sy us, and that we fhould not only defray 
his expence, but alfo reward his trouble. 
He fent his brother to us, as the propereft 
pron, and we foon agreed about the 
rice. : 
THE aga fent to inform us, that the let- 
ters he had promifed would have been al- 
rady written, but that he was unfortu- 
nately out of paper: we fent him fome. 

Friday, December 20. 

At eight o’clock.in.the morning one of 
the fathers, who fpoke the Arabic, joined 
us at the aga’s, to haften our departure. 
The aga had bargained with the reys to car- 
ry us from the firft to the fecond cataraé, 
for four and twenty fevillans, befides fome 
tnfling prefents. The reys begged fome 
time to bake bread for him and his failors. 
We alfo wanted fome, therefore our de- 
parture was fixed for the following Sun- 
day morning. 

Tunes thus ordered, I went to a little 
iland in the neighbourhood of Effuaen, and 
pretty near the weft fide of the Nile; its 
mme is Ell-Sag. It is doubtlefs the fame 
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ifland that the antients called Elephantire. the fupe 
its fouthern part is hilly, and full of ruins, alfo a } 
of which little can be diftin — they able 5 i 
being moftly buried. ee 
I oBsERVED One edifice yet ftanding, ‘emp at 
though its top and fide were covered with © “0 
earth; it is called The Temple of the Ser- W get wh 
pent Knuphis. To judge of it from its pate 
appearance, it has been rather a fepulchral der to 
monument than a temple. expert 


. Bs that asit may, its enclofure all around Jua 
forms a kindof cloyfter, fupported in length about | 
by columns. In its four corners is a folid ies 
wall, and in its breadth is fupported but regula: 
by a fingle column in the middle. This make | 
enclofure contains a large apartment, with ao” 
two great doors, one to the fouth, the o- that fe 
ther to the north. It is filled with ftones No 
and earth. The walls, covered with hie of Tar; 
roglyphics, are plaiftered over with mud, Greek 
and all blackened with {fmoke, caufed by at 
the fhepherds having fires there.. a 


WESTWARD, in the middle of this apart» fe th 
ment, I obferved a fquare table, without 4 p 
any infcription. I furmifed that under tA > 
was an urn, or a mummy. I was ftrong: k > 
ly tempted to have the table raifed; but y 
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the fuperftition:not only of the;people, bat 
fo of the government, were infurmount- 
ble obftacles. Travellers here muft think 
themfelves happy in being allowed to.con- 
template the ancient edifices, without da- 
ing to ftir any thing. _ I fhall never for- 
get what a.croud of people was afflembled, 
while we were mooring at Effuaen, in or- 
der to fee, as they faid among themfelves, 
expert forcerers in the black magic art- 

Tue length of the interior ftructure is 
bout eighty Danith feet; its breadth twen- 
ty, as near as I could guefs; to meafure 
regularly would alarm the natives, and 
make them obftruct one’s feeing any thing 
more. It is covered with hieroglyphics 
that feem to be of the moft antient kind. 
Nor far from it ftands a pedeftal, made 
of large blocks of a white ftone, full of 

reek infcriptions. I had not time to take 
copies of them. 

Wuen I had done with Ell-Sag, I walk- 
ed to the environs weftward,.in order to 
ke the ruins of antient Syena, which Stra- 
bo, Pliny, and other Greek and Latin au- 
thors make mention of; for the moft part 
they are inconfiderable. I obferved fome 
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modern ruins; an antique wall, built of 
large fquare ftones, that formerly faved 
the land againft the encroachments of the 
Nile. There yet peep out of the earth, 
few tokens of the place whereon the anti 
ent city, with its magnificent building 
ftood, which are now moftly covered, 

- Here and there, where the ground i 
fallen in, are difcovered in a confufed mar 
ner fome colonnades, with tables of g 
nite, enriched with Greek infcriptions, The 
blocks employed in the buildings are of 
whitith fone, not unlike to that of Bre 
men, though fomewhat harder, 

Tue courfe by water to the firit catari 
is full of little iflands, and rocks of gr 
nite, with which each fide of the Nile heri 
is covered: I obferved alfo a mofque h 
ruined; ‘an old citadel, behind which i 
a little bay, which on its fouth fide is di 
fended by a natural dyke, confifting € 
large granite ftones, whereon are vario 
hieroglyphics. 

Tue moft remarkable part is an angu 
lar ftone, which, befides hieroglyphics, h 
towards its bottom a fquare nich, with 
kind of column in the middle. The d 
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that are cut in the ftones of this nich 

made me conjecture, that formerly it fer- 

ved as a Mokkias, to mark the rife or fall 
of the waters. 

Turke are alfo fome confiderable ruins 
f modern buildings. 

Saturday, December 21. | 

Tue aga’s fon, who was commandant 
and cuftom officer of the port of the cata- 
né, with his companion, paid us a vifit; 
hid they would accompany us to the cata- 
nt; and that, purfuant to the aga’s or- 
der, all conveniencies for carrying us fhould 
kready next day. In return we thank- 
id them, with coffee, and fome trifling 
prefents, . 
Sunday, December 22. 

At ten o’cloek in the morning, the aga 
knta guard of janiffaries, to our bark, to 
prevent any injury being done to us at the 
ulading of our baggage. He foon after 
nt us thirteen camels, three horfes, and 
’many affes as were thought neceflary to 
gel every thing. 

Tue concourfe of people was fo great, 
in fpite of the aga’s- precautions, that we 
Were above two hours unpacking, and 


` 
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packing. anew, before we couldifet out, 
Though the aga’s fon, with his caffetan, 
_ feconded by his companion, both on horf- 
back, conducted us, and prevénted any 
diforder, that did not hinder the populice, 


who had gathered before our bark, to fol- 


low us half the’ way. 

>- Our road was on the eaft. fide of the 
Nile.. After we had crofied a large plain 
fkirted all along with rocks, we came to: 
defile, through which ore camel cowl 
hardly pafs. -The next thing we faw wai 
a Turkifh fort. We crept along a narroi 
road, that is continued. on the fide’ of the 
cataract. After about. two hours and 

half’s travelling, we reached the harbou 
of Morrada, or the firft cataract. 

-- THERE we met the bark the aga hai 
engaged for us; fhe was fmaller than the 
former we had hired at Cairo; but whet 
we had fixed our tent in it, it feemed con 
venient enough. 

We gave the aga’s fon, and his compa 
nion, feven fevillans for the cuftom-duty 
and their trouble in- accompanying us thi 
ther. . They feemed by their looks to de 
fire more: there is no fatisfying the peo 


ple of 
mind 
of carr 
three | 
mels he 
yag 
load is 
tle and 


THE 
ng to 
ed a ja 
val at ] 
htisfiec 
had bri 
tke h 
with a 
wife ay 
for our 
fore we 

Wu: 
t woul 
days, o 
was be 
5 forbi 
(ays 0 


MR. NORDEN. 189 — 


le of this country: we affe&ted not to 
mind their diffatisfacuon. The expence 
of carriage came to ten paratsa camel; and 
three parats an afs. What they call ca- 
mels here are dromedaries, that do not car- 
ya great weight; and not above a fick 
lad is ‘carried by each als; 7 are beg lit- 
tleand weak. 
Monday, December 4a | 

Tue Aga’s fon came early in the morn- 
mg to take his leave of us. We difcharg- | 
da janiflary we had hired fince our arri- 
vil at Effluaen; he feemed to be very well 
fitisfied with one fevillan. - The reys who 
had brought us from Cairo came alfo to 
ke his leave of ‘us; we prefented him 
with a green coat, and fome articles for his 
wife and children: the thirty feudouclis 
or our paflage, had been paid to him be- 
fore we left Cairo. 

Waen we thought to fail, we were told, 
it would be impra¢ticable for three or four 
ays, on account of the Rammadam that 
was begun; for by the prophet’s law, it 
forbid to begin a journey in the firft 
days of this feftival; and that was the 
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reafon why our reys was not Come oni the 
board. pite n 
AccoRrDING to our bargain with himo wo: 
he was to carry but our company and baggimins 
gage; but the precaution here was as frui As 
lefs as a former one had been at Cairo; for ginet a 
notwithftanding,; we faw them embarkgigmth 1 
falt and corn, that had been brought togmgirt fo 
the harbour on feveral camels. I comiijdoler 
plained to the pilot. Hisanfwer was, thaggmjtombs 
the bark drawing but two feet of waterjiihtive i 
whereas fhe ought to draw three wheniiot be 
properly ballafted, it was neceflary to takeie pe 
thofe commodities on board; for that reagipoke i 
fon we confented. Our veficl’s uppe Tu 
part having been a long time expofedimif he c 
to the heat of the fun, and open in moig. | 
of her jointures, took in a great deal offi letter 
water. he Ar 
Tuefday, December 24th. dung i 
FINDING it impoflible to procure anygmgvlat 1 
carriages, I refolved to foot it, and had aut t 
moft agreeable journey, contemplating aine, the 
leifure the cataract, and the rocks of granitt hz 
that form it. ame ir 
Arter I had got on the fandy flat, EE Par: 
often ftopt to view the hieroglyphics cug: bee 
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n the very rocks, and large blocks of gra- 
site marble, that the ancients had begun 
to work upon, of which a great part re- 
mins unfinifhed. 
As I advanced in this fandy plain, I 
met a large burying-place, full of ftones 
ith infcriptions on each. I took it at 
frit for a Turkifh cemetery; but, upon a 
fer examination, found I miftook: the 
tombs being almoft alike, had nothing re- 
ktive to ‘thofe I had feen elfewhere; and 
got being able to form any judgment of 
the perfons that could be interred there, I 
poke to my Jewifh valet, who could read 
he Turkifh and Arabic languages, to try 
ihe could decypher any of the infcripti- 
os. His anfwer was, that there was not 
letter refembling either the Turkifh or 
the Arabic, and that he could make no- 
lung of them. I defired him to learn 
hat was the tradition of the country a- 
wut them; according to which he told 
ne, they are the tombs of the Mammehus, 
ut had been deftroyed when the calif 
ame into Egypt. 
FARTHER on, I faw an antique gate, that 
bd been ruined, and afterwards rebuilt; 


102 THE TRAVELS OF 


it fhewed more of the Saracen than of thqmmefpicd 
antient Egyptian tafte. It confifted oggmpleatut 
bricks baked before the fun, mixed withifu 2 p! 
= large ftones of the Thebaid, and fom@mmtle hoc 
fragments of columns; this mixture deim { 
noted its having undergone many revolu which 
tions. yon m 
I AFTER pafled through a great quanti ihing 

ty of ruins, whofe anologous mixture provamm! (pent 
ed them to. be cotemporary with the gate icient 
The whole was furrounded by a wall, it catarac 
the fame ruinous plight. had ab 
Wednefday, December 25th. in leng 
Havine firt paid a proper refpec t@@ Fro: 
Chriftmas-day, I employed it all in vifitin; held th 
the cataract; and in order not to alarm thg -!-Hci 
country too much, I ftole out with one ¢ Dur 
our company, who underftood no more o$ ing < 
the Arabic than I did. | | thirft, 1 
I wenT to the place where 1 obferved quench 
the day before, was the greateft fall of wi the ra 
ter. Iwas obliged to take round-abou the gra 
ways on the rocks that projeéted farthefg t hol 
into the river, and with difficulty efcape keveral x 
being wet. I-continued making obfervag™y gui 
tions above an hour, without feeing anggit at i 
mortal; but having climbed on a rock, torts, 
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dpied a man a fifhing; Ilooked onhim with 
pleafure ; he perceived at, and brought me 
wa place where he fhewed me, with a lit- 
ie hook, to catch excellent carps.’ I gave 
him fome parats; and this {mall prefent, 
which was a kind of fortune to him, fo far 
von me his affection, that he quitted his 
ihing to hew me all the acceflible places. 
Ifpent four hours with him, and had fuf-. 
fcient time to obferve the fituation of this 
ataract, which, at the time I was there, 
bd about four feet in ‘its fall, and thirty 
in length. 
` From the top of one of the rocks I be- 
held the beautiful antique ruins of Gieliret 
Ell-Heift. | 

DurinG this expedition, the weather 
bing extremely hot, I almok expired with 
thirft, nor could I catch a drop of water to 
quench it, though in the midi of the Nile. 
the rapid efcape of the water rendered 
the granite rocks fo flippery, that I could 
not hold any water in my hand, and made 
kveral vain attempts. But, luckily forme, 
my guide of Barbary whe was more ex- 
pert at that work than I, put a ftop to my 
tlorts, lay on his belly, wafhed his hands, 
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then prefented me fome water in themfilom fi 
which I drank with inexpreffible plei Sree 01 
fure. The W. 
He then conducted me to his cottage y; f 
in order to regale we with fome dates, andiki, 2 
a little milk. He fhewed his furniture wers 
of which an inventory could foon be madee, h: 
One article he abounded in, was, nakedibhich i 
children that ran about us. I made theni: vio 
happy with fome trifles I gave them. je flo’ 
He opened for me, as a farther proof offite, | 
gratitude, one of his large jars, with a view roof 
of fhewing me how corn is preferved iiith ve 
that country. He carried the carps to oul almo! 
bark, and returned next day with a prefenti: the 
of milk. He acted fo gratefully for mgiBrinkle 
little beneficence, that I remembered hinini has 
with pleafure. He was the firt and hlon. 
that did us any fervice, without afking than the 
Backfich beforehand. n who 
His foolifh boafting of what I had givin pip 
en him, drew inconveniencies on my com@@he in 
panions, who had a mind to repeat th@hund, 
{cene I related to them. ance. 
I opsERVED a plant that grows in thoe flo, 
parts, called in Arabic Ofchar, three Daihite 1 
nifh feet high: its ftalk is ftrait, fhoots oure cay 


om fifteen to twenty leaves, and bears 
ree or four fruits, pretty near each other, 
the whole together farms a green nofe- 
ny; for the ftalk, the leaves, and the 
mit, are of the fame colour, green. Its 
lowers are as large as thofe of the cherry- 
nee, have five leaves, in the middle of 
hich is a green pentagon, fupported by 
e violet-coloured feet. The exterior of 
e flowers is white, the interior, half 
hite, half violet. Its fruit is as large as 
soofe’s egg, its figure not unlike a peach, 
ith veins or ribs like thofe on leaves. It 
salmoft filled with wind, that gufhes out 
tthe leaft opening made, then the fkin 
mnkles; theinfide of the fruit is whitifh, 
id has a kind of fibrous ftring like the 
lon. It contains a kind of bean, hairy 
n the outfide; open it, you fee another, 
n whofe furface the feed, refembling me- 
n pippins, is ranged like fhells of fith. 
he interior one, on which the feed is 
ound, is of a white and cotton like fub- 
mce. From a rupture of the fruit, of 
he flowers, or of the branches, flows a 
lite liquor. bitter to the tafte: ftrangers 
e cautioned to keep their eyes from it, 
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it being deemed by the natives very offer 
five to the fight, and at the fame time 
good prefervative againft the plagu 
they alfo frequently apply the leaves 
the Ofchar, roafted before the fire, upo 
wounds. 

Thurfday, December 26th. 

THE port is fituate above the firft cat 
ra&, and called, in the language of tl 
countty, Morrada. 

I opsERVED there two consis, fo ne 
by an ifland, and which facilitate the na 
gation up the Nile. To thofe got cle 
of that on the fouth fide, appears the poii 
of the ifland FEll-Herlt, remarkable for i 
fuperb antiquities. ‘There is alfo an a 
choring-place for the barks that go to, ¢ 
come from the fecond cataract: they: 
of a fmaller fize than that we came Wiot 1n 
from Cairo in; have but one maf, anggtdilice 
draw fcarcely more than three feet of wamgfutie 
ter, when they are ballafted. Tu 

I spoke to our reys to fail betimes tl hndin 
following day, that we might ftop finder 
- fome lfours at the ifland Ell-Heift. Wig@jot ur 
fome difficulty he confented, and we prg “e an 
pared every thing for our departure. ter pr 
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_ Amonest other provifions, we had four 

«five facks of wheat, partly for our.own 

fe, and partly to truck with for feveral 

sticles the Barbarians will not always give 

fr money. 
Friday, December 27th. 

At eight o’clock in the:-morning, we 
filed with a ftrong northerly wind; we 
deared the harbour of the firt cataraé, 
and foon paffed Garbelthees, a village on 
the weft fide of the Nile. 

Tue firt object after that ftruck our 
new, was Giefiret Ell-Heift. . This ifland: 
s the Philo. of the antients, on the eaft 
fide of the Nile, and fome diftance from 
t: near this is another ifland: much. lar- 
per, but: defart, and all covered with gra- 
tite rocks: its banks are: fhaped like a wall 
wtinarock; it contains many colonnades, 
tdifices, and other molt magnificent anti- 
quities. 

Tue ftrength of the wind hiilitod - our 
hnding there. I obferved as well as Icould 
under hil, firt a gate, or a kind of citadel; 
not unlike that heretofore defcribed among 
the antiquities of Edfu; the former is bet- 
trpreferved. The hieroglyphics-engray- 
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ed thereon are like in {ize to thofe at Ed 
fu, but differ as to their attitudes; for 
are fitting, their heads covered with mi 
tres, others ftanding with arms in the; 
hands, &c. 

THERE is a kind of baftions or bulwark; 
that even now appear to be in tolerabl 
good order. If the wall had not bee 
down in {ome places, we fhould not f 
readily difcover the columns within, th 
feem to be numerous, and of mafterl 
workmanhhip. 

On a granite rock there, feveral hiere 
glyphies are cut, not unlike in manner t 
thofe at Effuaen. 

Irs temple appears to be of uncommo 
beauty, is well preferved; its ornaments 
as well as the capitals, are of the utmof de 
licacy. 
= Icoverp fee no more going up, but re 
turning was more lucky. I filenced th 
oppofition of our reys, by bribing his pilo 
with a fevillan, and one of our campan 
got over his crew with another. 

THE reys landed with the Aga’s bro 
ther, and the janiflary; they went by lan 
to Effuaen. Whilft our Barbarians, ani- 
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mated by the prefent that had been given 
fo them, ‘rowed us moft manfully, and 
bon made faft our bark at the ifland Ell- 
Heitt. 

Ir being late, we were obliged to defer 
our curiofity until next morning; the 
fnenefs of the night fpurred my impati- 
ence. I afked if the ifland was inhabited, 
was anfwered, no. That fufficed to deter- 
minemetoland. I took alanthorn with me, 
and was followed but by one perfon of our 
company. | 

Our firft care was to make the tour of 
the iland, in order to form a general idea 
of the fituation of the edifices. 

WE were not a little furprifed on per- 
ceiving a great number of Barbarians cot- 
tages among thofeantiquities. We began 
trongly to fufpeét that our pilot wanted 
to play us foul. We ftill cautioufly ad- 
vanced, and not hearing any dog bark, 
by degrees difmifled our apprehenfions; 
aid were in the utmoft. fecurity, when 
we found the cottages waite and aban- 
doned. 

We went to the great temple of Ilis, a 
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moft. fuperb monument, which is now al. 
moft entirely ftanding. 

We from thence went to another tem- 
. ple, which, though a great deal lefs, is re. 
markable for its extraordinary beauty and 
tafte. I believe this to have been the tem- 
ple of the Hawk: Strabo mentioned one 
with that name. There are other tem- 
ples, but I had pot leifure to minutely ex- 
amine them. 

Wirt the break of day I faw Rains, 


FO 
which made me conclude that there had $ poud 
been a fubterraneous way throughout the fron 
ifland. I attempted to go down in feve- tique 
ral places; but found it impracticable, butt 
the paflages being choaked with ruins and $ delay 
filth. an 


WueEn the Barbarians of the aciahhenl of he 
hood were rifen, and perceived our bark, 
. about an hundred of them threatened to 
burn her, and deftroy us, if we did not E ach 
immediately fheer off, which was done, to $ ihe į 
my great regret; what pity that fuch fine $ inde 
monuments fhould be in the poffeffion of oles, 
{fuch favave brutes! build 

Bur now, to return to the firft courle T 
upwards from the catarat.— When follow- 


et 
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al- ing it, we had paffed the ifle of Ell-Heift, 
we continued fail all that day, and firft 
em- pafled, on our right hand, the village Ub- 
Te- EE khir. About a league higher up on our 
and MM kft, Schemt-Ell-Vah;. and a little farther, | 
em- MM on the fame fide, Sardfch Ell-Farras. The 
one MM pallage is very dangerous about.a league 
‘MM above the firft of thefe two iflands, on ac- 
X-M count of the river’s bed: being crowded 
_ BB with ftones. 
"E Over againft Schemt-EJI-Vah is De- 
had bude, another village, where I had a 
trong defire to: land, to, view {fome an- 
tique edifices. that make a fine appearance; 


but the _ of the wind barred any 
and S delay. 

‘® losservepa large and: long building: 
Ur: EE of hewn. ftone, enclofed.on every fide ex- 
wk, cept its. front, where is-a great gate, and 
| to Ms refemblance of two large windows on 
not cach fide, formed by:four-columns.. On 
» 0 Hl the top of the edifice is a plain: cornice, 
fine BA under which, as well. as in the four an- 
1 of sles, is the cordon, common in Egyptian. 

 buldings. 

a ‘Tuts. edifice is furrounded. wrth.a high. 

; eK 
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wall, much damaged, efpecially towards 
the portal. 

On the right fide i is a piece of a ‘wall 
of large 3 ii {tones; it joins to the build- 
ing. 

Opposite to the front, three portals 
follow one another, and feem to form 
the avenue to a canal forty feet wide, and 
- whofe iflue is the Nile. The canal is de- 
{troyed, and filled with fand. We could 
‘however, obferve, that its banks had been 
‘covered with a thick wall, — of large 
- -ttones. 

THERE is a vile ow" of aiii fone 
“work, which difhonoursthofe antient build 
ings, and gives them a confufed afpett. 

' "WE perceived columns within the prir 
cipal edifice, which antiently had, perhaps 
- been a temple. 

_ AsouT:a league and a half higher, w 
failed between two villages; that-on the 
eaft fide is named Demhiid; the other o 
the weft fide is called Dimmel. ‘Higher up 
on the fame fide, we came up with Hindau, : 
village, in which we percéived four or five 
columns, the remains of many antient edi 
fices that had been there. For the {pace 
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of a quarter of a league. all around, we 
fw walls and foundations. of many pom- 
pous buildings, entirely ruined, and almoft 
covered with fand. 

We next reached the iland Giefiret Mar 

bues, fix leagues above, the firft cataract, on 
theeaft fide of the Nile.. Over-againft this 
iland, on the fame fide of the river, is Sah- 
dach, a village, remarkable. only for one 
antient edifice. It has but a plain-cordon 
in front; its fquare portal on a focle, fix 
feet high, made of large ftones artfully 
joined: the building is furrounded with a- 
wall. Farther Onis Huvaed; andaleague ~ 
md a half higher, Umbarakaeb.. Both 
thofe villages are on the welt. fide of the 
Nile. 
_ A LITTLE above them are the confines 
of Egypt and Nubia. The latter begins 
at the villages Ell-Kalabafche and Tefta, the 
former on the eaft, the latter on the weft 
ide of the Nile; they are of little note. 

At Tefta are the remains of fome anti- 
ent buildings, not unlike the lait menti- 
med. The columns within fubfift, thofe 
without are ruined. 

We moored that night m the neigh- 

I 6 
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bourhood of Berbetuud, a village on the 
weit fide of the Nile. 

Saturday, December 28th. 

In the morning, the wind but weak, we 
failed; were foon after becalmed, drew to- 
wards the eaft fide of the Nile, and ftop- 
ped before a village called Scheck Abohv- 
er. Its diftri€t is two leagues in extent. 
Our pilot being a native of the place, vouch- 
ed for the honefty of his countrymen, and 
affared us that we might go afhore there 
with fafety, which we found to be true. 

Sunday, December 2oth. 

o Dexayep by the calm at Scheck Abo- 
huer until mid-day, I walked about its en- 
virons, and obferved an antient quay 2- 
long the Nile, made of large ftones, and 
cut prifmatically: they were fo well join 
ed together, that the leaft interftice between 
them could not be defcribed; the fide to 
the Nile was quite fmooth. 

At fome diftance from thence, I faw 

_five-or fix cottages built of ftones, entirely 
' covered with hieroglyphics: I foughtif 
could difcover in the neighbourhood, the 
remains of any large edifice, from whence 
they might have been taken: I faw no 
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thing but a heap of ftones, all being in 
ruin; the ftones of the ruins were alfo co- 
vered with hieroglyphics, of good work- 
manthip, but had never been painted. A 
Barbarian, perceiving my attention in ob- 
frving thefe ftones, made. me a fign to’ 
follow him, and that he would fhew me 
fomething curious; I followed him, and 
he brought me to a large flint-ftone, which 
in its fall from the neighbouring rocks 
was {plit in two: it was of a brown co- 
lour, and the wonderful part of it in the 
Barbarian’s eye, its middle, having the 
form of-a nut, was red. 

Tue greateft breadth of the land, from 
the mountains to the Nile, in this diftri&, 
does not exceed one hundred paces; if 
in fome places it be more, in others it is 
much lefs. 

We purchafed at Scheck Abohuer, a 
heifer for four fevillans; fhe appeared to 
us to be in good condition, but when 
butchered, we found fhe had more bones 
than feth. 

Tue wind feeming to rife in the after- 
noon, we failed, but not far; the calm re- 
turning, ftopt us again, and compelled us 
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to put to fhore at Garbe-Abohuer, a vil- 
lage on the weft fide of the Nile, and over. 
againft Scheck Abohuer. 

Monday, December 3oth. 

WE failed at eight in the morning, with 
a favourable wind, and in a few hours 
reached Scherck-Merruvau and Garbe- 
_ Merruvau, two villages oppolite one to the 
other; the former on our left, the latter 
on our right hand, on which I faw the 
ruins of an antient edifice. 

A LEAGUE farther on we came up with 
Scherck-Dendour and Garbe-Dendour; the 
former on the eaft fide, the latter over-a- 
gainit it on the weft. 

At Scherck-Dendour is the tomb ofa 
Mahometan faint. This place is:comput- 
ed to be the midway from the firft cata- 
ract to Derri. We pafled on our left Ba- 
rafbour. 

I oBsERVED fome ruins on the flope of a 
mountain, and almoft in the form of an 
amphitheatre; on a clofer examination, I 
difcovered them to be the ruins of modern 
edifices. 

-SoUTHWARD we came up with an ifland, 
ftuate between Scherck-Girche and Garbe- 
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Girche, two villages: there are fome. an- 


tiquities on the latter. 


On the neighbouring mountains are 
large modern ruins of houfes, built per- 
haps for places of retreat. 

BETWEEN Scherck-Girge and Garbe- 


Girche is the moft perilous part of the Nile. 
The bed of the river, from fide to fide, a- 


bounds in rocks under the water, which 
is very deep befide them. In the inter- 
vening {pace are whirling gulphs: we q- 


mitted no precaution requifite to fteer fafe- 
ly through; unluckily our bark did not o- 


bey her rudder; we ftruck upon a rock, 


and there ftuck in a moft terrifying fitu- 


ation: the bark was hitched by the middle, 


and the whirling of the water twifted her 
about on the rock, as on a pivot. There 
‘was too great a depth of water for our fail- 


ors to go into it; we could not reach the 
bottom with long poles. The reys want- 


ed to perfuade them to ftrip, and,- fwim- 


ming, to tow the bark after them: but 
they remonftrated that it would be impof- 
fible for them to fwim, on account of the 
whirlpools: but happily the wind and 
current jointly fhoved her off, and the wind 
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continuing ftrong enough, we {oon got $ and < 
clear of apparent danger by water, tomect $ bark 1 
‘almoft as certain from fhore, on each fide, $ weft i 
where in two villages live profeft affailants TH 
of all barks that pafs. ny p 
Tue one on the eaft fide is named Gefch. $ fituat: 
Stobne. The other over-againft it Saba- $ the if 
gura. The wind ftill continuing favour- $ more 
able, we {foon got clear of them, and:came $ 
‘up with Hokuer, a village on the welt nde, W: 
fome diftance from the Nile. Refch 
THREE quarters of a league farther, we $ the n 
‘failed between Kubbaen and Deckne; the W 
former on our right, the latter on our left; $ allo a 
near which are the remains of an ancient $ fide o 
temple, called Ell-Guraen. It lies. fome- $ ghalh 
‘what in land, has no hierogtyphics, yet:ap- $8 W 
pears to be in the tafte of the ancient E- $ calm, 
gyptian edifices; it may even: pafs for mag- $ diftri 
nificent. on tl 
We after failed between two villages, $ bua. 
one on the eaft fide, Algali, the.other on | Iw 
{ : weft, Gurta. able 
We paffed by three dittricts, each hav- $ magr 
ing two viihges of the fame name, one $ fone 
on the eaft, the other on the weft fide of $ chaf 
the Nile; to wit, Moharraka, Umheadi, $ vable 
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t Mand Schemede Refchied. We had our 
t E bark made faft to the laft of them, on the 
weft fide. 

5 Tue river becomes larger here than in 
any part from the firft cataraét hither. Its 
ftuation is the fame; fince a little above 
the iland of Ell-Heift, we have feen no 
more granite rocks. 

Tuefday, December arf 

We remained all night near Schemede 
Refchied, and failed about feven .o’clock 
the next morning. 

We paft by three other diftricts, having 
alfo a village with the fame name, on each 
fide of the Nile; to wit, Bubebaed, Na- 
ghalhadjemufe, and Gabt Ell-Abiid. ; 

We were foon after ftopt by fo dead a 
calm, that it obliged us to moor in another 
diftri€t of the fame nature, near a village 
on the weft fide of the Nile, called Sa- 
bua. 

Iw its neighbourhood are fome remark- 
able antiquities: they do not appear fo 
v- $ magnificent as thofe of Dekke, nor are the 
ne $ fones fo well joined together; many 
of E chafms, and pretty large ones, being obfer- 
di, $ vable among them. The ftones are of a 
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gravelly and yellowifh kind. The edi- 
fice is built in the antient Egyptian tafte, 
Its portal has fuffered; the rett 1s {till ftand- 


mg. 

Turse ruins are in a place covered with 
fand, where are four fragments of a wall, 
which indicate, that formerly there had 
been vaft buildings there. 

ALL around us here, mountains and 
rocks were the only objećts to be feen. 
The feet of the mountains is an afċend- 
ing flope, which is cultivated as- high up 
as the overflowing of the Nile reaches. 

Wednefday, January 1ft, 1738. 

As ufual we had lain by all night. At 
feven in the morning, the wind being fa- 
vourable, and enough of it, we failed; nor 
did the Nile vary as to its ordinary breadth, 
or fituation. 

We foon came up with another diftrict, 
named Gaud Ell-Arrab, or Areb, on both 
fides of the river, having on each a vil- 
lage of the fame name. 

HiGHER up, and at fome diftance from 
the Nile, we faw the village Schiaturma. 

AFTER, we failed between two large vil- 
- lages, named Angora and Malcki; one on 
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the eaft, the other on the weft fide. And 
after them between two others, namely, 
Arega, on the right, and Singari, on the 
left, 

In the afternoon we reached a village 
on the eaft fide of the river, called Ko- 
rofkof.. 7 

HERE we were obliged to put to fhore, . 
in obedience to the filthy prince Schorbat 
Schie’s mandate. 

SAILING from thence a difpute arofe 
between thereys and us, declaring he would 
fop at Derri, and not carry us up tothe 
fond cataraét, unlefs we advanced him 
fifty fevillans more. Obferving we paid 
little attention to his declaration, he infift- 
ed that he had bargained to go no higher. 
He laughed at our threats to force him, 
and faid we fhould alter our tone when 
ct, E there. | 
oth THERE was no retreating nor feeming 
vil- $ to be afraid, we told the reys, that if any 

tratagem fhould be contrived againft us 
om $ there, he fhould fuffer for it, and that if 
a. $ our company were all to perifh by vile 
vil- $ Chemes, he fhould certainly be the firft 
victim. 
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Tu1s menace made him change his note, T 
He fwore he would have no hand in any $ oon 
difafter, that fhould befal us, and that if $ ihe 
' Baram Cachef, to whom the bark belonged, $ spo 
permitted, he would go with us as far as. 

fhe could fail, but added at the fame time d 
his apprehenfions that he would not. còn- win 
fent. He told us to take great care not to $ ony 
offend the tyrant, of whom, though his $ tow 
mafter, he gave us a frightful picture, of $ jay, 
which we deferred our belief till experience | pafl 
fhould give proofs for the truth. of it. to t 
-= BecaLMep: we put to fhore, and the SE frn 
current bearing ftrongly againft us, we $ 
had the bark made faft near Amada, a én c 
village on the weft fide of the river almot kia 


oppofite to Korofkoff. Ilanded thereinorder $ 4:1] 
to fee an antient Egyptian temple, which flop. 
the Chriftians have fince ufed as a church: vere 
As it proved by the teflimony of the walls, $ „if. 
whereon are painted reprefentations of the MJ nq. 
trinity, of the apoftles and of feveral other A 
faints, and in places where the plaifter 1s 


fallen, hieroglyphics-peep from underneath. $- day 
This temple is yet intire, but the monal- $ ç z 


tery that has.been built near it is quite $ f., 
deftroyed. ther 


MR NORDEN. 213 

We faw that day a crocodile, the fe- 
cond fince we had left the firftcataract. Here 
the Nile was fo fhallow, that in many parts 


the barks could hardly make way. 


Thurfday, January 2d. 
AT eight o’clock in the morming, the 
wind northerly, we unmoored to continue 


our courfe. But as the Nile there turns 


towards the north, we were obliged to 
have our bark haled along that cay; we 
paled between two villages eppofite ene 
to the other, Abauhandel and Haffaia; the 
former, on our left, the latter on our right. 

In the evening we landed at a village 
on our right, called Kudjuhed. The fitu- 
ation of the Nile and its banks continues 
full the fame; we here obferved that the 
llope of the latter is for the moft part co- 
vered with lupmes and radifhes, and like- 
wife with fome other plants, as fuccory, 
and pimpernel. 

Ir is as difficult to get canows hereabouts 
as at the firft cataract. We -obferved that 
day a comical manner of the natives crof- 
fing the Nile. ‘Fwo men fat on a pack of 
traw preceded by a cow that fwam before 
them. One of them held the tail of the 
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cow with one hand, and with the other 
he managed a rope faftened to her horns, 


The man behind fteered with a little oar, 
- by means of which he preferved the equili- 
brium. 

We faw likewife that day laden camels 
crofs the river in the following manner, 
A man {wims before, having the bridle of 


the firft camel in his mouth; to whofe tail 


the {fecond is tied, the third to his; a man 
feated on a pack of ftraw forms the rear 
guard, whofe care is that the fecond and 
third camels follow in a line. 

, Friday, January 3d. 

Earty in the morning we towed; 
though the wind was northerly, there 
was not enough of it: therefore we got 
on but flowly. 


We advanced but three leagues that | 


day, and faw but three villages, to wit, A- 
badu, on the eaft fide of the Nile, and a- 
bout two leagues higher, Keravafchie and 
Divan, between which we failed; the for- 
mer was on our right; the latter on ou 
left; we moored near Divan. 
Saturday, January 4th. 
Berore we unmoorcd in the morning 
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» B ve had a ferious fcene with the pilot. He 
ame to and afked us for his coat. No bo- 
dy had promifed him one, moreover it is 
nta prefent that falls to the fhare ot pi- 
bts; when he found no attention paid to 
s Malis demand he began to threaten. 

, We menaced him in our turn, and fhew- 
f Med him a piftol cocked, which filenced him. 
| $ but he took his things, and went out of 
n ihe bark muttering an oath that we fhould 
r $: bound in that fpot for fifteen days. He 
d My wghed at us when informed that he fhould 
not return to the bark without our pardon 
ud leave, and went off. But finding no 
body difpatched after to pray him tocome 
bck, he returned -of himfelf, in about an 
hour, and drawing near the bark afked 
ithe might come on board. He was told 
he might, and that in cafe of a relapfe he 
lould not get off fo eafily. 

Matrers thus fettled, we failed, and 
ving paffed between two villages, called 
Tomas and Siu-Siuga, the former on our 
night, the latter on our left, at mid-day, 
we arrived at Deir or Derri, fituate on the 
tat fide of the Nile, near the place where 
this river fhapes its courfe weftward. Here 
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our bark was made faft. The news of 


our coming thither having forerun us, 
there was a crowded concourfe of peoplelill r Fi 
drawn together by the curiofity of fee- 

ing us. 

WE found it impracticable to go uptothe 

fecond cataract on account of the wickednef 

and tyranny of Baram Cachfe, and the 
Schor-batfchie, whe hada defign on ourlivesii this da 
and property, fo that Sunday, January 5th ing we 
and Monday, January 6th, were confum Our 
edin difagreeable altercations with them, tom ed to q 
procure the bark for our return. Foi pot pa 
finding themfelves difappointed in thg creed { 
fchemes againft our lives, by our refufingiy, on - 
to go under the guidance of their army ‘al him in 
the cataract, with which as they pretend duétins 
ed they were to fight the inhabitants nea his infe 
it; they were refolved not to let us depart matter 
till they had fqueezed out of us all thi 

could. For the accomplifhing of whic We 
they employed all the means that the moii nd ur 
abandoned mind, and wicked heart cou! rong 
fuggelt. put to 

We thought. ourfelves happy to hava of the 

e{caped from thofe monfters at any rated than h: 
and fell down the ftream with the help hrat; 
of oars. 
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Of oy 235058, POEL PEON CRI AYA 


NOM The Fournal of the Author’s Return from 
i. g Deir or Derr žo Carro. 


Tuefday, January 7th. 


night, and continued fo to do all 
this day. By eight o’clock in the even- 
ngwe had already left behind us Gurta. 

mm Our reysin imitation of his owner want- 
to elto play the tyrant, declaring if we did 
o not pay fifty fevillans more than we had a- 
reed for, he would carry us back to Der- 
ion which we replied we fhould throw 
him into the Nile, and undertake the con- 
ducting of the bark ourfelves; this cured 
hisinfolence. Hethen fubmiflively deft the 
matter to.our generofity. 

Wednefday, January 8th. 

We had profited of the current all night, 
ind until mid-day, when on account of a 
rong northerly wind we were obliged to 
put to fhore, which we did on the eaft fide 
of the Nile, near Dendour, which is more 
than half way from Derri back to the ca- 
lratct; we foundit very difficult to procure 
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any provilon from the poverty and knave and th 
ry of the people. tifed b 
Thurfday, January 9th. are me 
TuouGu the northerly wind continued acide 
Rill pretty flrong we pufhed on as well ag very c 
we could all day, aided by oars and thal minft 
current; in the evening we reached Abc 
huer. We touched there, as we had done We 
at feveral places that day without {topping the no 
at any. The queftion every where wail ifern 
how we were permitted to return fron defign 
Derri. Some of them propofed courteouf sizht, 
ly to the reys to land us, and they would ers an. 
{hare the plunder with him. At Abohu$ | have 
er, twenty men dared to {wim to our bark this ni 
and afk an account of our travels upwards quities 
They kept indeed at a certain diftance, an 
let efcape no fymptom of mifchievous in Hay 
tent. They feemed prodigioufly furprifcdi filed 
at our efcape from Derri. bout 1 
In returning I obferved another invengied in t 
tion of the natives to crofs the Nile. They Ty: 
get aftride on a large piece of timber, harn, inf 
ing previoufly piled their cloaths on th@ vilct, ¢ 
head in form of a turbant, and made fal nerate 
their zagale, or dart. . They ufed theni compu 
arms 2s oars, and crofs the river with eat $ vs and 
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ea and this cuftom for want of canows is prac- 
tifed below Effauen, and places where there 
sre more crocodiles than here, and yet no 
edi accident happens; nay, thofe who fwim e- 
a very day in the Nile take no precaution a- 
hai nint that animal. 
00 Friday, January roth. 
ng We began to row early in the morning, 
ng the northerly wind ftill continuing. Inthe 
ifternoon we put to fhore off Ubfichir. The 
defign of our reys was to moor there all 
tight, but we prevailed on him by pray- 
es and prefents to go to Giefiret Ell-Heiff. 
| have already mentioned how I paffed 
this night in viewing its magnificent anti- 
quities. 
Saturday, January 11th. 

Havine quitted Giefiret Ell-Heiff, we 
filed down the Nile to Morrada; it was 
out nine in the morning when we arriv- 
‘din this port. 

Tue fon of our friend the Aga of Effua- 
ti, informed of our return by the Jewifh 
valet, came to us with the reys, and dege- 
nerate from his father’s example, made a 
compulfory bargain for carriages to bring 
is and our things to Effuaen. 


K 2 
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I aMusED myfelf in viewing the cata, 
ract a fecond time; when I returned to the 
bark, our people brought us in a quantit 
of turtle doves, and of fifh which abound 
-in thofe parts. 

Sunday, January 12th. 

AsouT mid-day the Aga’s fon came to 
us with a number of conveniences to car 
ry us to Effuaen. We immediately chan 
ged our baggage and departed. As we 
drew towards the city of Effuaen the Aga’s 
fon who took the lead turned from it 
which to us fo often well treated feemed a 
little furprifing. We were conduéted at 
length to what is called the Aga’s coun 
try-houfe. The commandant of the port 
of the Atira was there before us, he had 
directed thàt'on`our arrival, all our lug 
gage fhould be brought in there, then or 
dered thé door to be fhut. 

Turis myfterious proceeding did not 
very much alarm us, becaufe we were 
fufiiciently armed to oppofe any attemp 
of his. 


Wuaewn'he had paid the camel drivers he 
faluted us, declaring-at the fame time that 


his motive for bringing us thither was to 
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pve the populace the double, who were 
il gathered at Effuaen to fee us arrive; 
nd having heard the treatment we had 
met with at Derri, might be tempted to 
repeat it; that they were deftitute of fuf- 
icient force to quell their populace, when- 
eer they pleafed to mutiny. 

From the plaufibility of his reafons, we 
gan to think better of him, and barring. 
his never omitting an’ opportunity of ex- 
torting fome little prefent, he did usall the 
fryice in his power. } 

Our dwelling place, as the reader may 
readily guefs, was very contemptible: a 
lave appointed to wait on and obey, us in 
every thing, delivered up the. keys to us 
at night. 

Tue only good article about this coun- 
try-feat, was a. large yard, full of fheep 
md poultry, all at our fervice, in paying. 
for them. that is, dearer than at the pub- 
lic market. We longed to leave our dif-. 
agreeable tenement. 

Monday, January 13. 

We were told in the morning, that a- 
mall bark then: at.Effuaen, offered to carry 
us down to Cairo.. l:went to fee it; it was 
K 3 
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‘mall, and the mafter afked forty-five 
‘-vilians for our paflage. Idid not ftrike 
a bargain; and the fon of the aga who 
came up to us, oppofed it.. Said the jorr- 
ney was fatiguing enough, without the 
farther anxiety of being cooped up, and 
that fhortly there would be a large bark to 
carry us. I bargained, however, with the 
mafter of the fmall one, to ferry us over 
next day to the other fide of the Nile, 
The aga’s fon promifed me two janiflarics, 
with the valet for guide, who had told me 
of the antiquities there. | 
Tuefday, January 14. 
_ EArLY in the morning I croffed the Nile, 
accompanied by the fathers, janiflaries, and 


valets. We were obliged to fall down the | 


Nile about a league, becaufe between the 
ifland Elephantine and the continent, on 


the weft fide of the river, there was not | 
water enough for our. bark to come in 


with the land. 


WueEn landed, we had as long a way to | 


walk along the fhore, as we had fallen down 
in the bark. ‘Then our guide led us over 


mountains of fand, which hereabout fkirt | 


the river: befides the fatigue of afcending 
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on thefe fands, they, to our farther plague, 
covered briars and thorns, that lacerated 
our naked legs, according to the cuftom 
of the country. ‘The heat was exceflive. 
After three hours labour, we came to the 
place we were in quef of, quite tired. 

We faw nothing worthy of the trouble 
we had undergone, nor the mortifying walk 
we were to have back. I gave three fevil- 
hns for the bark, and two. to be fhared a- 
mong the janiffaries and the aga’s valet. 
The laft had more reafon to be pleafed than 
Thad. 

Wednefday, January 15. 
_ THe aga’s fon brought a reys to me, 
whofe bark then lay at the port of the ca- 
trat, and was to.be at Effuaen in three 
days. We bargained with him for fixty fe- 
vilans. He bound himfelf to carry us to 
Cairo, and put us afhore wherever we. 
pleafed. We gave him ten fevillans ear- 
neft. | 
THE aga’s brother, who had accompa- 
nied us to Derri, paid us a vifit, and gave 
usa long detail of the black fcene defigned 
2gain{t us by Baram Cachef, and of the 
circumftances that he believed contributed 
K 4 
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to our fafety. We, in return, made him 
fome prefents, with which he was not dif. 
pleafed. 
Thurfday, January 16. 
AsouT mid-day Ibrahim Aga expired: 


the fon fent to inform us of the father’s | 


death, and of his fucceeding to the govern- 
ment. We returned our compliments of 
condolence to him, accompanied with fome 
prefents he had feemed to defire. In ac- 
knowledgment, he ordered ‘us at night a 
guard of three janiflaries, to be our fafe: 
guard, in cafe of any tumult occafioned by 
the death of his father. We fhould rather 


have difpenfed with the honour of a guard, | 


as we were become fufpicious of every 
act ; therefore while the janiffaries remain- 
ed with us, two of our people fucceflively 
watched every night, but no difafter hap- 
pened. 

I nap been out in the morning on ane- 


minence, from whence I faw the bark we | 


had bargained for, coming down the ca- 
taract. In fome parts fhe was hauled down 
with a rope by camels, in others by men: 


the work advancing but flowly, I appre- 
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n Mm hended our being delayed there for fome 
(. MM days. : 

Friday 17. Saturday 18. Sunday 19. 

NoTuinG interefting happened in thofe 
|: $ three days; and inafmuch as the new. aga, 
s $ for the fame. reafon:he had: given us a 
i- Me guard, adviled that we fhould not go much 
f Me out, we kept our dwelling-place. Our 
e $ people amufed.themfelves in queit of game). 
- $ and we prepared provifions for our jour- 


2 acy. 
> Monday, January 20.. 
y Our reys came to inform us in the eve- 


T $ ung, that his. bark was arrived; that. fhe 
1, M was moored. under the citadel; that he- 
hoped in. a day. or two-at. the fartheft to 
bring her to the place of embarkation. 
‘Tuefday, January 21. 

Tie.roughnefs of the wind hind :red the. 
bark’s being brought: to the place of em-. 
hrkation ;. moreover it was the pafchal, 
day of the. Turks.. 

Wednelday,, January 22. 

Tue fame reafons. hindered. the bark. 
rom falling down.. 

Tue aga fentusa-fheep, andfome white: 
bead, made on account of thefeaft.. They 
Ks 
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were prefented to us in the name:of his 
fultanefs, which intimated that we had 


forgot to make her any prefent, and that _ 


we ought to think of making amends for 
our omiffion. 
Thurfday, January 23. 

AT length the bark was brought to the 
place of embarkation. I went to fee, and 
f#ind her roomy enough: empty fhe drew 
but a foot and fome inches water; was 


flat-bottomed: all thefe kind of barks are 


made of ficamore wood, of which alfo the | 


mummy cafes are made; it being very 
hard, the barks are confequently very 
{trong ; notwithftanding, many of them 


perifh, partly on account of their being bad- | 


ly put together, and partly from their ig- 
norant pilots not knowing how to fteer 
them. 


our greater conveniency. 


Towarps evening we fent a few pre- | 
fents to madam fultanefs, who, as fhe or- 
dered us to be informed, was highly pieaf- | 
ed with them; but her unfatisfied hudband 
complained, he had notas yet-got enough; | 
making no allowance for all we had been | 


I fettied with the reys how every 
thing was to be difpofed in the bark for 
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drained of, or confidering whether we had 
a fufficiency left to defray our travelling 
expences to Cairo. He fent us word, ne- 
verthelefs, that next day he would order 
us convenicncies to carry usto the bark. 
Not knowing the confequence, we not 


| only gave leave to bring on board, but ad- 


vanced twelve parats to the Jew valet, to 
buy dates, by the fale of which he might 
eet fome profit at Cairo. | 
Friday, January 24. 

- Tue camels and afles that were to carry 
our baggage came in the morning; we 
went on board in the afternoon. A fcuf- 
fe arofe among the fellows that drove: the 
camels and affes; one boy being feverely 
wounded with a knife, his mother dad a 
crowd of .women increafed the tumult, 
which after -fome time was fupprefied ‘by 
pniffaries, {fent at our requeit from the a- 
ga; one of them he had ordered to ftay 
with us as a fafe-guard. 

Since the death ofthe old aga, we had 
not as yet feen the new: he: was obliged 
by the law to remain. at home a certain 
time; neverthclefs, in regard to us, or ra- 
ther his.own intereit, he broke through it, 
K 6. 
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and came to us at midnight, accompanied 
by one man carrying along pike, the mark 
of his matter’s dignity. 1 went to receive 
him, brought him on board, and prefented 


him with coffee; after which he gave fome | 


hints of ftill farther expectations; but be- 
ing aflured, that to act agreeable thereto 
had been our previous intention, he fweet- 
ened all on a fudden, and prayed us to de- 
liver letters for him to the powers of Cai- 
ro, whom he intreated to continue him 
m his place, without being obliged to go 
thither, and folicit in perfon for it. After 
fome hours converfation he withdrew, 
wifhing us a good journey, and promifed 
_ to fix every thing for our departure the 
‘next Sunday. 
Saturday, January 25. 

Our bark lay a quarter of a league from 
the citadel of Effuaen. The reys prayed 
us to advance him fifteen fevillans; for the 


ten advanced for him to the aga, he had | 


not a penny of,nor ever fhould; fo thefe 
unhappy wretches, fleeced by their unwor- 


thy fuperiors, prey upon others as mucii | 


as they can. On his faying he wanted the. 
money to buy neceffarics for himfelf and 
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his men, we granted his requeft; but, as 
we found after, he was fecretly leagued 
with the Jew valet to buy dates for the 
market of Cairo, which proved of great 
differvice to us. 

In the evening the reys, who had 
brought us up from Cairo to Effuaen, vifit- 
ed, and prefented us with a theep in fine 
order, with a hamper full of thejr pafchal 
bread: we acquitted ourfelves to him for 
his generofity. He was a janiflary, and 
lived at his eafe. Let it here once for all 
be obferved, that although the militia of 
this canton ufurp the name of janifaries, 
they are but affefs. 

Sunday, January 26. 

Tue reys, who had carried us to, and 
brought us back from Derri, came on board 
with a pretended demand on us, nothing 
lefs than a coat, and ten piafters.- We re- 
ferred him to the cadis, who decided, he 
was not entitled to any thing froin us. 
This decifion, with the draft of the new 
reys’s compact, who was to carry us to 
Cairo, amounted to one piaiter. 

In the evening we fent to the agafome 
conclufive trifling prefenis, and four fevil- 
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Jans for the ufe we had made of the coun- 
try-houfe. He accepted the former arti- 
cles, but objected to the littlenefs of the 
fam; which on duc confideration, and left 
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we might neglect his letters, or prejudice ` 


him at Cairo, he accepted-of, gave orders 
for our departure, and fent’ the letters we 
were to deliver for him. 

We had every thing made ready to go 
off in the night, as the aga had adviied, 
for the avoiding any infult. 

Monday, January 27. 

AT one in the morning, our men began 

to ply their oars; a ftrong northerly wind 


‘impeded us; towards mid-day it died away. | 


We did not ftop till feven in the evening 
at Gieiiret Ell Manforia. 

Tre cacheff of Efnay was encamped 
there: he ordered us afhore; we waited on 
him with fome prefents, and found him 
alfo an infatiable rafcal, like all the reft. 

Tuetday, January 28. 

He fent us early in the morning two 

fat faeep, by way of acivil cun fora gscat 


«cal more than they were worth; in con- | 


fequeice of which, he gave orders to the 
reys to depart at two in the afternoon; 
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but in the intermediate time was continu- 
ally fending for one thing or other, which ` 
being trifles, we refufed not. 

Just as we were fheering off, his laft 
meflage was to fend fomething that would 
make him vigoroys in his feraglio. We 
could not help laughing at the demand, 
and to fatisfy the confidence he had in us, 
fent two bottles of Hungary water, of 
which we advifed him to take a good dofe, 
night and morning. 

We fet off, and in a little time were 
right againft the antient temple of Konom- 
bu. 

I LANDED, in order tò view it: walk- 
ing thither I obferved a great quantity of 
Pharaoh’s fowl following the cacheff’s little 
camp: fome of them white bodied, with 
black wings; others entirely black: they 
fed on what was thrown to them, and 
went among the tents like tame birds. __ 

Tuere being a profound calm, our row- 
ers, helped by the current, got down the 
Nile very fait. 

A LITTLE after twelve, we were alrca- 
dyat Tfehibal Elfelele,the mountain of the 
chain. 
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Our reys, contrary ‘to his bargain to | 
put us afhore wherever we pleafed, obje&- 


ed againft ftopping here,to no purpofe. | 
went afhore, and had fearce begun my 
drawing and meafuring what I thought re- 
markable, when the Jew came to advife my. 
immediate. return to the bark, for that 
they had perceived a crowd of Arabians 


approaching. I heeded him not:. another. | 


was fent to tell me the bark was off; | 
kept him with me, faying we fhould over- 
take it in the evening, which with {fome 
trouble Í did, after having fatisfied my cu- 
. riofity as long as day-hght permitted. 


We continued rowing until midnight, | 


at which hour-we had reached Buebbe.. 
Wednelday, January. 29. 
Tue calm latted all night, and: all the 


next day, which greatly contributed to | 
our getting forward. From time to time 
we faw feveral crocodiles, fired at, but. kil- | 


led none of them.. 
ABOUT midnight we came to Turraeg, 


We met there feven or eight barks put | 


to fhore, and mutually calling cach otter, 
as is the cuftom of the country.. 
Two ‘chorbaticlicrs of Ffuaen, were te 
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fign here the letters the aga had written to 


the powers of Cairo. We fent them afhore 
by the reys. Immediately after fignature 
we fheered. off. 
Thurfday, January 30. 7 

BEFRIENDED by a calm, we continued 
at a {mart rate all night, and in the morn- 
ing too; but about mid-day a ftrong nor- 
therly wind {pringing up, our rudder was 
broke. We were ftopt in the middle of. 
the Nile by the conflict of the wind and 
current, which caufed fuch a rolling, that 
many on board fell fick; but our fellows 
plied their oars fo well, that after fome 
time we got near to the land of Dureg. 

WHILsT we were there, a bark pafled 
by us, with three Franks on board; our 
fellows plied their oars anew, fo that about 
mid-day we were a-breaft of Efnay. 

Our firft care was to get the rudder 
mended. 

Tre wind being northerly and ftrong, 
we were obliged to ftop there that night. 
Friday, January 31. 

I wenT early in the morning to furvey 
new the antient temple. 
Our rudder repaired we left Efnay, tho’ 
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the wind was yet northerly and ftrong, z- 
bout eight o’ clock in the evening: we did 
not get above half a league from it by mid- 


night, and there anchored in the middle | 


of the river. 
| Saturday, February 1. 

At the break of day we unmoored, 
and ftrove hard to get forward on our 
way; but the north-wind itrengthening, 
foon forced us to make to fhore; we an- 
chored at Ell-Ardie, fituate on the weft- 


fide of the Nile, between Efnay and Asfuun. | 


We remained there all day, fome of our 


people went in queft of game, and killeda | 


dozen geefe of the Nile. In the evening 
we made new efforts to advance, but the 
wind proving too ftrong, our bark was 
made faft near alittle ifland, formed by the 
fall of the waters of the Nile. , 

| - Sunday, February 2. 


Tue north-wind {till continued, ‘and ve- | 
"7 ftrong ; every attempt to row was de- | 


feated; all they could procure us was to 


crofs the Nile, and reach the fhore oppolite | 


to Asfuun. 


We faw an uncultivated plain, about a 
quarter of a league in breadth, over which 


trees, 
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the mountains fhewed themfelves anew. 
About evening the wind being entirely 
fpent, we unmoored the bark, and purfu- 
ed our journey as far asSchagab. — 

We might have continued our courfe 
down the Nile all night, but we chofe to 
|, $ fay there in order to take in a provifion 
r $ of wood the next day, being a fcarce article 
v Mon board of us. The village Schagab lies 
- $ about a mufquet fhot from the weft fide 
l- E of the river; and equi-diftant from it and 
1. $ the mountains, in the environs, are date 
r $ trees, and a little wood confifting of feve- 
a $ nl forts of trees: the ground belonging 
g $ to it isnot extenfive, but very well culti- 
e vated. 

AS Monday, February 3. ) 

c $ Our oars had not been long at work 
before we faw feveral crocodiles. In the 
afternoon we paffed the antiquities of Ar- 
ment, and purfued our courfe uninterrupt- 
edly, not being far from Magaheradone; 
a dificult and impra¢ticable paflage when 
the leat wind blows. The reafon of it is 
the Nile has no current there. 

Tue Nile embraces a large ifland here; 
waich paffed, another fucceeded. 
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AT lat we got as far as Luxxor. 

THERE is no landing at it in this feafon 
of the year, on account of the fhallownefs 
of the water. We therefore landed a quar- 
ter of a league lower down than the vil- 
lage, without-fide of which the principal 
antiquities ftand. I propofed to the reys to 
go thither with me in the night. He ap- 
proved my plan, and offered to attend me; 
fome of our company were willing to be 
of the party. 


WE fet off at midnight, andreached the | 
antiquities without meeting any body. | 


The Arabians live in fuch mutual diftrut 


of each other, that they retire with the fet- | 
ting fun, and come not forth till after his 


uprifing. 
Tuefday, February 4. 


I nap fuflicient time to meafure thole 


beautiful monuments. of antiquity, and f- 
nifhed before day. I was defirous alio to 
meafure thofe within the village; but I had 
fcarce got near it, when the barking of 
dogs advifed a retreat to the bark. 

Iy the morning I returned to Luxxor: 
our folks amufed the Arabians in felling 
them provifions they wanted ;- this procu- 
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red me time enough to execute all the mea- 
fyrements I wanted: at eleven o’ clock we 
went on board, and bore away for Carnac. 
Tue Nile being very fhallow on that 
fide, we were obliged to land two leagues 
Jower, in order to view the antiquities. 
By riding an unruly horfe the reys procu- 
red me, knowing how fatigued I had been 
by the labour of the laft night, I loft fome 
of my papers, which were found by one 
of the wretched Arabians, who gave them 
toa rafcally Schech; from whom, aftera 
deal of affected indifference, I got them for 
apiafter, to my great fatisfaction: his firft 
demand was twenty fevillans. Having ta- 
ken the Jew on board who went for them, 
our people rowed till nine in the evening, 
when we were obliged to put to fhore be- 
fe: W tween Gamola and Joes; a furious wind 


fi- $ having fprung up, the bark could make no 

to. $ head againit. 

ad Wednefday, February 5. 

of Art fun rife our oars were plied, and 
by eleven we reached Ell-Hella. 

rt | Tuts village is over-againft Negadi. We 


ng $ flopt there, the wind became too ftrong 
forus to advance. 


|- 
| 
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We were but half a league from Gier 


Joes: it contains fome antiquities. 
In the afternoon, the wind confiderably 


- fallen, we travelled on, and in the evenin 


we put to fhorea little ioti of Schec. 
chie. 

W itu the break of day the reys roufed 
up all his fellows, faying it was time to fet 


off; which the pilot oppofing, a difpute | 


broke out between them. We interfered ; 
the bark was rowed on in the mean time. 
At mid-day aftrong wind compelled us to 
ftop at Ebbenuud. 

Here the reys afked our permiffion to 
turn off his pilot, which he had no difi- 
culty to obtain, as the fellow was of little 
ufe. They went before a cadis; the pilot 


loft his caufe, and was muléted half his | 


wages; defeated he returned on board, 
then took his things and himfelf away. 


We remained there all day, the north | 


wind being too ftrong for us to tug againf. 
Friday, February 7. 

THE wind was itill in the fame point, 
and equally vehement. Moreover our 
bark being open in her prow, took in wa- 
ter very fat Motives fufficient for us to 
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top there. The reys fent for a carpenter, 
who before night fet things to right. The 
wind abating a little, we made way till a- 
bout nine o’ clock; we then put to fhore, 
onthe weit fide of the Nile in the territory 
of Dandera. 

I Hap a mind to {top and fee an antiqui- 
ty there; but no body feconded me. 

Saturday, February 8. 

A LITTLE after mid-night the oars went 
to work. About twelve o’ clock in the 
day it blew hard; but the current being 
trong we did not put to fhore till towards 
night, near Reiefie. 

Sunday, February 9. 

As foon as day began to appear, we 
were off; though the wind frefhened apace, 
we did not ftop till mid-day,in the neigh- 
bourhoed of Hau. 

Near this city is a heap of ftones, the 

uns of an antique edifice entirely deftroy- 
ed. In viewing the city, I obferved that its 
houfes were built of fragments of columns, 
and other ftones taken from antient build- 
ings. | 

Tue cvening being calm, our oars came 
in play; andalthough the night was very 
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_ dark, we advanced fo brifkly, that by ele- 
ven at night we pafied Bagjura. 

A LITTLE below we {truck on a fand 
_ bank, where we ftuck till morning. 

Monday, February 1o. 

Our crew having undergone great fa- 

tigue in getting her off, we put to hore 
in order to give them refting time. After 
which they betook themfelves to their oars, 
and brought us to Savacgel. 
Here the reys took in materials for fu- 
el; thetilled land about this village is not 
above fifty paces wide; beyond it the 
mountains rife, in which are many grots 
and quarries. 

WE fteered along the eaftern courfe of 
the river,'and with great difficulty could 
make any way; the bed of the river ha- 
ving changed that year, feveral fand banks 
obftructed the navigation. By dint ofla- 
bour we got over three, and met many 
more. The reys was obliged to land from 
time to time, to learn the different depths 
of the river. Being informed that when he 
fhould have made a little more way, he 
would find water deepenough. This news 
{o animated our hands, that by alternately 
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rowing, and hawling the bark, we got 
dear of the fand banks, and advanced {o 
vigoroufly, that night falling, we were at 
Samhuud. We anchored in the middle of 
the Nile, till morning. 

_ Tuefday, February 11. 

At fix o’ clock the bark was rowed off, 

ad went with great fpeed, there being 
karce any wind to impede her; for fo ear- 
ly as nine o’clock we were at Belliene. 
_ HERE we were obliged to put into and 
teer clofe by the eaftern-fhore of the Nile, 
becaufe of the fhallows on the oppofite 
ide that year. When we had got alittle 
farther, a {trong wind obliged us to put to 
hore. We faw a bark unloading, becaufe 
he could not get over the fand-banks, that 
reached from one fide of the river to the 
other. 

In the afternoon the wind ceafing, we 
followed our courfe brifkly, and fhot be- 
yond Bardis. 

But here we found ourfelves fo embar- 
rafled by furrounding fand-banks, that we 
did not know which way to get from a- 
mong them. We apprehended that like 
other barks, ours muft alfo be unloaded. We 
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promifed aman, failingin a little canoe, 4 
handfome reward, if he would thew us any 
efcape to extricate us from thisfabyrinth, 
- He effected it; difentangled, we continued 
our way, and towards nine o’clock in the 
evening reached Girge or Tfchirh. 
Wednefday, Febfyary-'1 2. 

In the morning we went a-fhore to take 
in provifions. One of the fathers of the 
hofpitality folicited us for his paflage to 
Grand Cairo, which we cheerfully granted. 
The bey of Tfchirh was not yet returned; 
but the prince of Achmiin was in the city, 
in his way to Bardis, to hold a general af- 
fembly of all the Arabian Schechs. 

WE were ready to depart, not dream- 
ing of any obftacles; when behold, thro’ 
the knavery of our reys and the Jew valet, 
an embargo was laid on us. For thefe two 
worthy compeers, inftead of declaring to 
the cuftom-houfe a weight of thirty ardebs 
of their private traflic, only declared four, 
which fraud being detected by the fearch- 
ing oflicer, the bark was confequently ftopt, 
nor could be releafed until the cuftoms for 
the entire cargo were paid off. We had 
our reys called, but he had given us the 
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flip, and gone on before us over land; for 
his knavery was too well known here to 
dare fhewW himfelf. However, hetook care 
to fend a pilot on board. 

Tue whole afternoon was loft in curing 
the mifchief caufed by our date-merchants. 


| The director of the cuftom-houfe came on 


board, and after fome compliments, decla- 
red a concern for his being obliged to re- 
quire the opening of. {ome of our coffers. 
And added, that a report was {pread thro’ 
the city of our having many chefts full of 
ams; therefore I believe, both for your 
fafety and mine, faid he, the moft prudent 
way will be to open a few of them. His 
demand being reafonable, we did not hefi- 
tate a moment to fatisfy it. We defired 


him to make choice of thofe he would have 


opened. He fixed on two, which were o- 
pened in prefence of the cuftom-houfe ofti- 
cers, and others who had followed him. 

Fixpine nothing therein but neceflary 
utenfils for our journey, he took his leave 
cfus very politely. 

As foon as the director had left the 
bark, we fheered off; but did not make 
much way, when we were hard a-ground. 
L 2 
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promifed aman, failing in a little canoe, q 
handfome reward, if he would thew us any 
efcape to extricate us from thisfabyrinth, 
. He effected it; difentangled, we continued 
our way, and towards nine o’clock in the 
evening reached Girge or Tichirh. 
Wednefday, Febfyary:'12. 

In the morning we went a-fhore to take 
in provifions. One of the fathers of the 
hofpitality folicited us for his paflage to 
Grand Cairo, which we cheerfully granted. 
The bey of Tfchirh was not yet returned; 
but the prince of Achmiin was in the city, 
in his way to Bardis, to hold a general af- 
fembly of all the Arabian Schechs. 

We were ready to depart, not dream- 
ing of any obftacles; when behold, thro’ 
the knavery of our reys and the Jew valet, 
an embargo was laid on us. For thefe two 
worthy compeers, inftead of declaring to 
the cuftom-houfe a weight of thirty ardebs 
of their private traflic, only declared four, 
which fraud being detected by the fearch- 
ing oflicer, the bark was confequently ftopt, 
nor could be releafed until the cuftoms for 


the entire cargo were paid off. We had 


our reys called, but he had given us the 
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ip, and gone on before us over land; for 
his knavery was too well known here to 
dare fhe himfelf. However, hetook care 
to fend a pilot on board. 

Tue whole afternoon was loft in curing 
the mifchief caufed by our date-merchants. 
The director of the cuftom-houfe came on 
board, and after fome compliments, decla- 
red a concern for his being obliged to re- 
quire the opening of. fome of our coffers. 
And added, that a report was fpread thro’ 
the city of our having many chefts full of 
ams; therefore I believe, both for your 
fafety and mine, faid he, the moft prudent 
way will be to open a few of them. His 
demand being reafonable, we did not hefi- 
tate a moment to fatisfy it. We defired 


him to make choice of thofe he would have 


opened. He fixed on two, which were o- 
pened in prefence of the cuftom-houfe ofti- 
cers, and others who had followed him. 

FinpinG nothing therein but neceffary 
utenfils for our journey, he took his leave 
ofus very politely. 

As foon as the director had left the 
bark, we fheered off; but did not make 
much way, when we were hard a-ground. 
L 2 
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As foon as the bark was got afloat, we put 
to {hore on the eaft-fide of the Nile, at the 
feet of thofe high mountains that are fo 
Near to the river. 

Thurfday, February 13. 

As {oon asthe moon was up, we ufed 
our fail, and by feven in the ss 
were a-breaft of Mefchie. 

Here a Greek merchant came to us, i 
afked his paflage, which, having little room 
to {pare, and not to make our favours 
cheap, we refufed. Notwithftanding our 
Yefufal, he had his merchandize put on 
board, there being a private underftanding 
between him and our honeft reys, who 
had now joined us. This cavalier manner 
of proceeding fo juftly irritated us, that 
we ordered the Greek’s baggage to be in- 
ftantly thrown afhore. Not fatisfied with 
that, the fellow addreffed himfelf to the 
caimakan, who came on board, and en- 
treated in behalf of the Greek. We remain- 
ed firm in our refolution, and refufed him 
in the politeft manner. Finding he could 
not obtain any thing by entreaty, he had 
recourfe to menaces, at which we laughed. 
We were not at Derri, and knew the map 
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of the country we were in, and of what: 
little confequence an officer of fo low a 
rank as he was. 

AT eight o’clock in the ev ening, the 
prince of Achmiin arrived in a bark, at- 
tended by fix more. He made no ftay here; 
went off as he came, with drums beating: 
we followed him clofe, and a little before 
midnight, we arrived at Achmuin. 

THERE our bark was made faft, in or- 
der to take on board the reverend fathers, 
who had gone thither over land in the- 
morning. | 

I opsERVED an ifland that the Nile had 
made this year, over-againft Mefchie, fi- 
tuate on the other fide of the river. The 
prince of Achmiin had taken pofleffion of 
it; but the right thereto was difputed by 
his neighbours, the inhabitants of Ulacje- 
cheche, who pretended it was their pro- 
perty, which caufed a litigation between. 
them. . 
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Friday, February 14. 

Tue fathers came to us early in the 
morning, attended to the bark by an offi- 
cer of the prince, and feveral Romanift 
Chriftians, who made ‘us many little pre- 
L. 3 
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fents of bread, of dates, of a fpirit diftilled 
from that fruit, &c. We, in return, gave 
them images, beads of Jerufalem, and other 
articles, with which they feemed -y 
pleafed. 

We took leave of them, and fet off with 
very favourable weather, which lafted till 
five in the evening, when a violent wind 
arofe, and obliged us to put to land at Mo- 
raga. 

-= Hatr of this village had been borne a- 
way by the Nile; which accident having 
happened within the year, our reys knew 
not that its ruins had caufed feveral -banks 
inthe Nile; fo that after we had rowed a 


few hours, we ftruck on one ofthem. Our | 


crew ftrove to get the bark off, but find- 
ing their efforts vain, went to bed. 

- Over-againft Moraga the mountains are 
very clofe to the river, and many grottoes, 
or caverns, are feen in them. 

Saturday, February 15. 

Ar the peep of day our fellows fwam to 
land, in order to hale the bark off, which 
they did; we continued our way, and foon 
pafled Rejeyna. 

I wap-covenanted with the reys, that he 
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fhould ftop at Gaufcherkie, in order to {ee 
an ancient temple there ;- but the impru- 
dence of our failors debarred me that plea- 
fure. 

Tue inhabitants of the different villages 
along the Nile, have each a nick-name, by 
which they are railed at. As we came up 
with Gaufcherkie, our failors let off a vol- 
ley of fuch abufe againit the inhabitants 
they faw on the fhore, who, irritated at 
the infult, hallooed to others: in a {hort 
time there were about fifty Arabians ga- 
thered, with large fticks, who invited us to 
come afhore that they might have an op- 
portunity of returning their thanks for fo 
polite an accofting. Our failors begged to 
be excufed for-the prefent, and continued 
their way; fo by their low humour I was 
baulked. 

WE gotin the night as far as Nechcheele. 

WE intended to continue our route, but 
not knowing the bottom of the Nile, it ha- 
ving changed its courfe this year, we firft 
ltruck upon {fome ftones, and after upon 
others. We got clear of them; butto a- 
void the repetition of fuch inconveniences, 
or perhaps fome greater difafter, we caft 
L 4 
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anchor a quarter ofa league below Neche- 
cheele, and refolved to wait the return of 
day. 
: Sunday, February 16. 

We weighed anchor with the dawn, 
purfued our courfe, and paffed by Catea. 

We obferved that almoft half the vil- 
lage had been carried away by the Nile 
this year. . We obferved in fome places the 
tops of palm-trees, and the roofs of houfes 
peeping above water. By this, and many 
other inftances, it appears that the Arabi- 
ans are not much concerned for the_-lofs 
of their houfes; but they are very fanguine 
in purfuit of their land, carried off by the 
river, and placed elfewhere;-which is a 
caufe not only of litigation, but often of 
war among their princes. 

AT ten in the morning we reached 
Siouth. 

We went thither, but were too early 
for their bazar; and the weather being 
too favourable to lofe it, we returned to 
the bark, and put off. 

Tue fun fetting, we were between two 
iflands, where the paflage is very dange- 
rous, on account of the current’s being ve 
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ry trong there, and of feveral fand-banks. 
We faw aie wrecks of a bark that- lately 
had perithed there. 

At ten in the night we were’ not far 
from Monfaluth. 

As foon as the cuftom-houfe bark per- 
ceived ours, the fireda mufquet, the fignal 
for us to bring to. If we had had no mer- 
chandize on board, we fhould have been 
expedited immediately ; but thofe unlucky 
dates were the occafion of our being de- 
layed tillthe next day. 

Monday, February 17. 

Tue cuftom rights. paid, we put off in 
the morning, and foon. reached Umel. Gu- 
fuer. 

Tue inhabitants of this place are not ce- 
lebrated for their honefly ; therefore it is 
not fafe to go amongft them. _ 

THE reys wanted to: fop at Galanich.. 

His view was to: wait for fome barks, im 
order to pafsin.company with them. before 
Stableantor. 

He dreaded the inhabitants of this place, 
infamous for. their piracies. 

We left above twenty barks. at Gala- 
niche, who there waited for day-light te 
L 5 
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pafs by the place in queftion, which we 
did without a word being fpoken to us, and 
at eleven in the night we put to fhore on 
the weft fide of the Nile, near Neflet Ell 
Paramu, where we faw thirty barks, col- 
lected for the fame motive as thofe at Ga- 
Janifch, to pafs by Stableanter with day- 
light, 
Tuefday, February 18. 

AT the break of day we put off, and 
continuing our courfe, we paffed at ten 0’ 
clock Schech Abade. 

In this place formerly ftood the city of 
Antinopolis; fome of its edifices ftill re- 
main; we had a partial view of them from 
the bark ; there was no poflibility of going 
afhore. We pafied on our left Ell Motta 
Ghara, oppofite to a territory of the fame 
name, that has a fine wood along the Nile, 
whofe waters had carried off a great part 
of it this year. We faw feveral grottoes 
that had been madein the mountains, par- 
ticularly near Sauvada. There are large 
gates to fome of them. 

Ar eight in the evening we ftopt before 
the village Sauvada, fituate on the eaft-fide 
of the river. Near it is a fugar-mill. a A 
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Wednefday, February 19. 

As foon as it was day, we crofled the 
Nile, in order to go to Menie. 

Our reys paid there the duty for his 
dates, which is very moderate, being fole- 
ly appropriated to fupport an aga, fixed by 
the bafhaw in this place, to colleét the corn 
neceflary for the fubfiftence of the foldiers 
at Cairo. He fends likewife a tribbte to 
Conftantinople. 

WHEN we got to Menie, the fog was fo 
thick, that we could not fee thirty paces 
from us. We went afhore to view the ci- 
ty, which is now protected by a ftrong 
ftone-dyke againft the overflowing of the 
Nile. It has not been long finifhed. 

ConTINUING our courfe down the Nile, 
we paffed the convent of St. Martha, fi- 
tuateon a mountain. We faw there thou- 
finds of Cormorants, and a great quantity 
of Pharaoh’s fowl. 

NorTHWARD, and not far from it, ap- 
pears fomewhat like the ruins of an antient 
aty, contrived in the rock. : 

AT night we put to fhore at Coloffano. 

Thurfday, February 20. 

At the dawn of day we quitted ‘this 

L5 
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place, and made great way, there being a \ 
very favourable calm. We ftopt a while Ara 
at Benemhammed, to take in provifions; 3 
and we were lucky enough to get there $ plac 
every thing we wanted. | 
Ar four in the afternoon we pafled Sche- ECI 
rona. o’cl 
Friday, February 21. 3 
We put off from our mooring early in we 
the morning, and got brifkly on till near but 
Benefoef, where we were entangled amongtt ed, 
a little fleet of barks, laden with corn for tim 
Cairo. Some of them were a-ground. We to ( 


fhould have been in the fame difagreeable Bey 
fituation, but that we had luckily got in- Me 
to the ftream, which in a fhort time carried J wit 
us down to Benefoef. ifla: 

We were obliged to put to fhore there, fro! 
to pay twenty-five parats, a duty exacted py! 


from every bark. We ftopt an hour, and wa; 
then put off. Very near Benefoef we faw vio 
another bark a-ground. She had been at- all 
tacked the preceding night by robbers, and vec 
not beg in a condition of defence, her her 
crew cut the rope fhe was faft to, and let pla 
her ran adrift down the current, that anc 


threw her on the fand. 
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We next came up with Efchmend EW 
Arab. 

We caft anchor to the fouth of this 
pep and pafled the night there. 

Saturday, February 2.2, 

As day rofe we put off, and by twelve 
o'clock reached Sauvied Ell Mafluub. 

THE caimakan was our acquaintance; 
we fent a falutation to him in our behalf; 
but through our emiflaries we were inform- 
ed, that he, with his family, had for fome 
time quitted this place; that he was gone 
to Cairo toenter into the fervice of Ofman 
Bey, who was to conduct the caravan to 
Mecca. On this information we failed 
without lofs of time, and pafied the feven 
iflands: we drew near to land in a place 


from whence there is a near view of the 


pyramids of Sakarra. We continued our 
way till nine at night, when the bark ftruck 
violently on fome ftones, where fhe ftuck: 
all immediate eforts to difengage her pro- 
vedin vain. About midnight fhe worked 
herfelf off. Weanchored not far from the 
place this accident had happened to us, 
and over-againft Cofferlogad. : 

Tug men “plied their oars early in the 
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morning, and made great way till twelve 
o'clock; then a ftrong wind arofe; we 
werea-ground near Cairo, and in {pite of all 
our varied endeavours, could not get the 
bark afloat till towards night; then we 
foon got down to Old Cairo, and there an- 
chored precifely at the fame place from 
whence we had departed the 18th of No- 
vember of the preceding year. We fent 
immediate advice of our arrival to Cairo, 
that next day convenient vehicles might 
be fent to us. 
Monday, February 24. 

A SUFFICIENT number of camels was 
brought, to carry us and our baggage to 
the city. We arrived there at mid-day, 
and fo ends the journal of my travels up 
and down the Nile. 


A view of the prefent government of EGYPT: 
and of its origin. 


| ELIM-the firft, emperor of the Turks, 
compleated the conqueft of Egypt 
in one campaign, which made him mafter 
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of the kingdom, without reducing its in- 
habitants to an entire obedience; for Up- 
per-Egypt had not been invaded by the 
conqueror, and was governed by Arabian 
fchechs, who acknowledged him for their 
mafter, in order to prevent their country’s 
being ranfacked. 

Tuts the conqueror knew very well, 
and that thofe fubmiffive to the yoke in 
his prefence, would {hake it off in his ab- 
fence, unlefs fome methods were inftituted 
to prevent it. He confequently eftablifhed 
a form of government, capable ofinfuring 
him the pofleffion of the country, and of 
defending it in any cafe of emergency. 

Since the foundation of the Ottoman 
monarchy, it has been an eftablifhed max- 
im at the port, that when government 
was concerned, the rules of equity were to 
befufpended ; and that it was preferable to 
perpetrate the greateft cruelties, rather than 
let the leaft offence againit the fovereign’s 
power efcape unpunifhed. 

SeLim was of a character to follow Jite- 
rally this barbarous maxim of his anceftors. 
Being obliged to march elfewhere with his 
troops, and obferving Egypt not to be fuf- 
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ficiently fubdued; to free himfelf from all 
_ apprehenfions on that head, by preventing 
revolutions, he eftablifhed a form of go- 
vernment, which by the very nature ofit, 
and with time, muft reduce Egypt to the 
point he wifhed, and through the agency 
of a few Turks, left there for the executi- 
on of it. | 

AGREEABLE to his plan, he created a 
Bafhaw, on whom he conferred the entire 
government of Egypt. The power of this 
officer was defpotic; he was. accountable 
to the emperor only for his condué, ac- 
cording to whofe will and pleafure he was 
to be changed annually, or every two 
years. 

TweENTY-FouR beys were inftituted at 
the fame time. ‘Their commiffion was to 
govern provinces, wherein they act as def- 
_ potically as the Bafhaw does over the whole 
kingdom. They are nominated by the 


Bafhaw, and are anfwerable before him, as 


he is before the Porte. One of them at- 
tends the carats, or tribute, which are car- 
ried every year from Egypt to Conftanti- 
nople; another accompanies the. caravan 
to Mecca: thofe unemployed afk once a 
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week at the Divan, or council of the Ba- 
haw, to learn the orders of the Grand 
Signior, and toconfult with the Bafhaw on 
the eafieft and propereft means of execu- 
ting them. | 

WuHEN Egypt fends her contingent, or 
any troops to the emperors, they are com- 
manded. by a bey. The place of high 
chancellor is always filled by one of that 
corps. Once a bey, or beg, the title re- 
mains during life: the different commifli- 
ons they are entrufted with are but of pre- 
carious duration, and that is according to 
the Bafhaw’s pleafure. 

From what has been faid, one might in- 
cline to think, that the fupreme power in 
Egypt isin the hands of the Bafhaw, and 
that all other authority 1s divided among 
the different beys; but this magnificent i- 
mage will lofe greatly of its firft appearance, 
on reflection of their power’s being but bi- 
ennial, and that they have no troops at 
their difpofal. 

SELIM, after the total defeat of the Ma- 
meluks, having thus difpofed the firft pla- 
ces of the government, introduced a mi- 
itia on the fame footing of that among 
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the Turks, confined it to a certain num- 
ber of men, for the moft part raifed in E- 
gypt, intermixed with a few others, draft- 
ed from the provinces of the empire, and 
fome Turks, who remained in the coun- 
try. | ad 


Tuts militia was divided into feveral mi- 


litary clafles, according to the practice of 
the Ottoman empire; and thofe divifions 
are known by the name of Portes. 

But as the only diftinguifhed among 
them are the janiffaries and aflafs, and that 
the particulars of all the others would fain 
pafs for one of thofe two corps, I fhall give 
an ample account of them, omitting the reft, 

Tuey differ but in number, which is 
fometimes greater in one than the other. 
In every thing elfe their government and 
difcipline are exactly alike, which does not 
prevent their living in perpetual jealoufy 
with each other; for which in all appear- 
ances the Janiffaries are moft in fauit, be- 
caufe looking on themfelves as the more 
formidable, they affe& a haughtinefs to the 
others; and though in valour they be far 
inferior to thofe of Confiantinople, yet 


of a lo 
their 4 
as the 
are for 

SEL 
have < 


y 
>) 
t 
3 
€ 


MR NORDEN. 259 
they glory in the title, and defpife even o- 
ther corps. 

Every Porte is commanded by an Aga, 
which officer is not nominated by the Ba- 
haw. He muft be elected by the corps, 
and be vefted with the caffetan, or brevet, 
of the Grand Signior. He concerns him- 
klf only about the intereft of his Porte. 
He aflifts at the grand Divan; precides 
over the council of his own corps, has 
under him fubaltern officers, called Kiaja, 
or Kieche, and Sious. 

By Kiaja, or Kieche, is underftood a fpe- 
cies of colonels, who alfo attend the Ba- 
fhaw’s Divan, being fometimes perfons of- 
great importance. ‘They form 2 company 
together; and two of them are chofen eve- 
ry year to fuperintend the affairs of the 
Porte. | 

Tue Sious, or black heads, are officers 
of a lower rank, who notwithftanding have 
their fhare in the government, according 
as they intereft themfelves therein. There 
are fome hundreds of them in every Porte. 

SELIM not thinking it expedient to 
have a naval-army in Egypt, confequent- 
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ly no marines, or fhips of war, are to be 
feen there. | 

He thought pretty much in. the fame 
manner relative to fortrefles: but as in all 
Egypt there may be yet fubfifting half a 
dozen fortified caftles, I {hall honour them 
with fome little notice. Selim deftroyed 
all ftrong places, he judged capable of a 
vigorous defence. 

Tuose caftles are garrifoned by Janif- 
faries and ‘Affafs. The commanders of 
thofe places take the title of Aga. They 
have fubalterns called Schorbatfchies, who 
jointly with them form a Divan. * Their 
power by right extends no farther than 
the fortrefles they command. But when 
they are of an interefted caft, they find 
pretexts to pafs the limits, that they may 
interfere in all the tranfaétions of their 
neighbourhood. 

- In every place there is a cadiz, or judge, | 
who decides law-fuits; his fentencé is ge- 
nerally without appeal. He commonly | 
acts with great circumfpection, left any | 
party aggrieved fhould have friends pow- 
erful enough to have him cited before 2 
fuperior tribunal. 
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l BesipeEs the cadiz, there is at Cairo a 

| grand matter of the. police, ycalled Huali. 

The public markets, weights, and mea- 

fures, are under his infpection. His fatel- 

lites execute immediate juftice on all tref- 

paflers. He walks often through the city 

by night, as well as by day, and is attend- 

ed by fifty executioners. Having pow- 

er of life and death, his prefence creates an 

~ MM awe wherever he goes. Luckily his ap- 
¢ E proach is known at a good diftance, for e- 

yg very one takes care to hide themfelves 

o @ in their houfes, or efcape into the next 
rv a itreets. 

n ALTHOUGH I have already faid, that the 
n Mm beys are generally the governors of the 
d @@ provinces, there are fome exceptions; for 
y$ in feveral places the government is in the 
ir @ hands of cachefs, or caimakans: the for- 
mer govern three or four villages at a 
time, the latter but one. They both en- 
joy the fame privileges that a bey does in 
his province. The only difierence ‘be- 
tween the cachef and the caimakan, con- 
fits in the former’s diftrict being larger 
than that of the latter. 

In religious matters, Egypt is governed 
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by a mufti, and the doctors of the law, 
They judge in all fpiritual caufes, and have 
‘alfo fome fhare in the fecular government; 
but their politic conduct is to trim be- 
tween contending factions, fometimes lean- 
ing to the one, fometimes to the other; but 
to always attach themfelves to that which 
prevails, and but during the time it can 
maintain its fuperiority. 


> KOK PKK PK OES S 
A view of the ARABIAN STATES. 


Shall endeavour according to the beft 
i information I could get, to give fome 
account of the Arabian princes, how they 
conduct themfelves, and what were the 


means employed to reduce them to obedi- | 


ence. 

Tue Arabians in the Delta, and above 
Cairo, as far as Benefoef, are divided into 
Felaques and Bedouins. The former are 


peafants that dwell in villages, and entire- 
ly fubject to the government. The lat- 
ter are diftributed in clans, each having a 
chief, whom they call Schech. 


They live 
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_—@ always in tents, and each band of them 
> HB forms a little camp. Having no property 
in land, they fhift their dwelling places 
. Mm whenever they pleafe fo to do. 

t WueEN they intend to abide in any dif- 
t Me iict for a certain time, they make a previ- 
h M ous agreement with the Bey, the Cacheff, 
n @ or the Caimakan for a grant of tilling a 
ftipulated portion of land during one year; 
or of feeding their flock the time they {hall 
have agreed for. 

Tue contract made, they live quietly, 
go to, and return from the neighbouring 
villages or towns, where they fell or pur- 
chafe according to their exigence, and en- 
joy all the liberty they could defire. 

Tuey are treated with more mildnefs 
than any of the Grand Signior’s other fub- 
jects. Having nothing, nothing can be 
extorted from them, and if they were to be 
ve $ otherwife harrafled, the confequence would 
to @ no doubt be dangerous. 
re Ir would be advantageous for Egypt if 
€- all the Arabians aéted in the regular man- 
t- Miner laid down. The country would not 
a $ want hands to cultivate it. The officers 
of the government would receive the tri- 


264 THE TRAVELS OF 


butes more exactly, by which means thofe 
payable to the Grand Signior, would be 
the fooner fupplied. 

But unhappily thofe Bedouins are of too 
inconftant a temper, and fometimes too 
knavith to lead fo quiet and uniform a life, 
When they have any way emancipated 
themfelves, and that in confequence they 
are afraid of the purfuits of juftice, or if 
they have been injured, they immediately 
pack up their baggage, quit the territory, 
and form plots with other camps, by which 
means they encreafe in number, chufe a 
proper leader, then make good their quar- 
ter in what couatry they pleafe. They no 
longer trouble themfelves about tilling land, 
but reap whatever corn they find. The 
governors in the beginning of fuch invali- 


ons ftrive to oppofe, and fometimes defeat | 


them. But in general the Bedouins make 
a vigorous refiftance, nor retire till they 
have deftroyed every thing. 

SUCH plundering ruins the Felaques, 
who are thereby rendered infolvent of their 
tribute. And as the Grand Signior makes 
no allowance for their deficiencies, it falls 


on the Bafhaw or other officers to find’ 
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ways and means of raifing the neceflary 
fums, and make up for thofe become inca- 
pable of paying. 

ALMosT every year thereareincurfions of 
this fort, if fhort their duration, the damage > 
committed by the Bedouins is fupportable. 
But when any of their flying camps has 
eftablifhed itfelf, they ruin the neighbour- 
hood, and by degrees detach from the ju- 
rifdiction of the government the lands they: 
have invaded, pretend thereby a right of 
poffeflion and pay no tribute. 

THERE are many examples of fuch ufur- 
pations.’ And when I was in Egypt, the 
rovernment was greatly molefted by one 
of the Schechs of the Bedouins. He made 
himfelf mafter of a very fertile traét of land: 
near Monfaluth, and there camped with 
his followers to the number of four or five 
thoufand men. 

In the beginning, oppofition had been 
made to his enterprize, but being lucky e- 
nough to get thebetter of the Bey of Girgein 
fome encounters, his power was fo rivet- 
ted, that when I was in Egypt he and his 
adherents were in quiet poffeffion of that 
patt Of the'country they had invaded. 

M 
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THE government was moreover obliged 
to come into terms of accommodation with 
him in order to prevent a farther {pread- 
ing of his ufurpation, and on condition 
that he would not harafs thofein his neigh: 
bourhood. 

THE new made fubjects of this Chief- 
tain pay tribute to him alone, and the pri- 
vation of the revenue of thofe lands, is a 
fenfible lofs to the government. 


Benefoeff had a like origin, and. have fo 
well maintained themfelves, in the lands 
they had ufurped, that they now live in 
an abfolute independance. They are e- 


that canton give the Turks no quarter. 


ment. 


mountains over-againit Eli-Gurzone. They 
are confummate villains, rob on the river, 


_. Tuer Redouins of Ouladeche oppofite to 


ven become fo formidable, that no Turk | 
dare ventureamong them. He wouldrun | 
too dangerous a rifk, for the. Arabians of | 


They receive all guilty fugitives, and nei- 
their prayers nor menaces can avail: to | 


make them be delivered up to the govern- 


ANoTHER kind of Arabians inhabit the | 


and on land; them body is not very nu- | 
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merous. The Bey of Girge is conftantly 
in purfuit of them, they notwithftanding 
fupport themfelves to the great AEE: 
of the navigation on the Nile. 

I THouGHT it neceflary to give a pros 
per idea of the Arabians of thole: parts, 
that they might not be confounded with 
thofe of Upper Egypt, of whom [thall gwd 
an account. Even fince the conquett:of 
Selim, they have kept poffeflion, anie: 
ven the fovereignty of their country. ` 

ARABIAN princys called Schechs pofiefs 
all that part of Egypt, which extends on 
both fides of the Nile from Girge to Ef 
fuaen. They are tributary to the Grand 
Signior. When the father dies, the fon 
who fucceeds is obliged to pay acknow+ 
ledgment to the Bafhaw. That iscalled 
the purchafe of the lands of the deceafed 
father. 

Burt if a father abdicates in favour of 
his fòn, the fon is not to pay the above ac 
knowledgment during his father’s life. 

Tuose princes rule as fovereigns over 
their fubjects, and are fo jealous of their 
power, that they do not allow the Bey of 
Girge to enter on their lands, without ha- 
M 2 
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ving firft obtained their permiffion, and 
there is no example of their having ever 
granted it to him, but when he goes to 
Hene, where the Bey is obliged to affift at 
a‘feftival; or to meet them in a conference 
on fome extraordinary occafion. 

THERE is a great number of thefe Ara- 
bian princes; but the moft confiderable 
are thofe of Negadi, Achmin, Efina, Far- 
finth, Nichée, Berdis, and Uladjeche. 

Tuey have often conventions, in order 

to take the propereft meafures for’ their 
prefervation, and the fettling of all difputes 
among their fubjects or themfelves. Thefe 
matters are often amicably determined, 
but if any of the parties prove too ob- 
ftinate; the difpute is then decided by an 
open war. 
_ In any war among iilis they ne- 
ver let the government fend troops to ei- 
ther fide; notwithftanding they cannot 
help its deriving fome indirect advantages 
from fuch quarrels. 

For the conqueror knows very well 
that the Turks will ftir up fomentations a- 
gainft, and will render him fo obnoxious 


to his jealous neighbours, that he {hall ne- | 
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ver beable to rife, and if it fhould fo. hap- 
pen, that both parties-are exhaufted:by the 
war, the government never mis to over- 
whelm them alike. 
© It is obvious, that divide and goveril 
is the political maxim of the Turks.to re- 
duce them. Not only the differences that 
arife among thofe princes, but alfo the 
different pretenfions made by the children 
for fucceeding to their father give the 
Turk an opportunity. of bringing about 
their ruin. 

_ Suppose for example, that a father Rise 
left ten children, withont having fixed the 
fucceffiononanyone. Theaffair is brought 
to Cairo, where the Bafhaw never fails to 
decide that the fucceflion fhall’ be divided 
among the brothers; who are never pleaf- 
ed with fuch a fentence; 2nd the Bafhaw 
not being able to execute it by force, the 
brothers mutually maintain their BGEA 
fions by arms. 
In the end the conquerors are obliged to 
have recourfe a-new to the Bafhaw to con- 
firm them in their rights to the dominion, 
which is obtainable but by a good fum of 
money. Befides, the Bafhaw makes. ufe 
M 3 
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of that occafion to raife the tribute thofe 
princes pay to the porte. 

Ir muf not, however, be-imagined that 
matters are carried on fo faft as I have 
written them down here. Some of thofe 
_htigations continue for three or four gene- 
rations. And during that. time. often 
change complexion, from the different con- 
junctures happening either in the govern- 
ment, or in the country. 

Ir. the Bafhaw be well eftablifhed in the 
country, he knows when and how to a- 
waken dormant conteftations, which is a 
fource of money for him. 

On the other hand, if an Arabian prince 
be not in good 'circumftances, he is no way 
troubled about any difficulties either the 
Bafhaw or the regency can fcheme againft 
him. 

Sucuof the Arabian princes as are pow- 
erful enough to make themfelves refpected, 
are commonly flattered, and their friend- 
fhip is courted by the beys, and other of- 
ficers of the portes, who have any fhare in 
the government. The places they are charg- 
ed with being fo liable to frequent revolu- 
tions, they ftrive while in, to make friends 
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of the Arabian princes, that they may here- 
after find anafylum amongit them, fhould 
the fituation of their affairs compel them 
to fly thither for fafety. 


Be Sa wa sda Gea 19 
Advice ta a curious Traveller in Egypt. 


HAT I have here to fay regards 

only thofe gentlemen who travel, 

in order to make ufeful refearches for the - 

republic of letters; the mercantile people 

who go to Egypt, will from the trading 

people they are addrefled to there, receive 

all neceflary inftructions for their pur- 
pofes. 

E concLupse from experience, that a 
banker is of more fervice in Egypt than in 
any other place, where money is the only 
thing required of them. But here they. 
muft alfo be your hoit, and a kind of pro- 
tector. There are no inns fit to entertain 
a gentleman: the banker then muft pro- 
vide you all the neceflaries of life, either 
in his own houfe, or in that of fome friend. 
If he be of a nation that.has a conful there, 
M 4 


272 THE TRAVELS OF 
this minifter furnifhes.the protection. If 
-the banker be even a Jew, and a.man of 
capacity, he will be of weight enough to 
fecure a traveller from any infult. 

My firt advice fulfilled, in the article 
‘of having a good banker; my next is re- 
lative to the journey. 

Been by drefling yourfelf in the Turk- 
ifh manner; for though at Alexandria you 
may appear in an European drefs, it is bet- 
ter to be habited like the Franks, which 
the people are more ufed to, and by which 
means you will fooner come at the know- 
ledge of their cuftoms, and ulages of the 
country, and be lefs expofed to reflexions 
of comers and goers. A pair. of mufta- 
chios, with a grave and folemn air, will be 
very proper companions, by which you will 
have a refemblance to the natives. 

-Tuus accoutred,. here is a janiffary for 
your fervice, and, if poflible, one who has 
been ufed to ferve the Franks. Janiflaries 
are to be had on very reafonable terms. 
They commonly fpeak what is called Lin- 
gue Franca. They accompany a traveller 
to every place it is lawful for him to ap- 
proach. No body- will dare to infult you 


curio 
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while he is by. If they meet a perfon of 
diftinction, they know how to give an ac- 
count to him of thofe they efcorte; and if 
the rabble offer to gather round you, they 
difperfe them with menaces. 

Tue bankers know the janiflaries capa- 
ble of ferving, and their recommendation 
may be relted on. 

I¥ ‘is-necetlary, that previous toa travel- 
ler’s: arriving at Alexandria, he have read 
the antient aihecs. and from thence have 
formed to himfelf fome idea of what he is 
to fee, compare, and examine. 

Burt the country having been ftrangely 
altered. fince the time of the antients, the 
curious traveller muft apply for. modérn 
afiiftance, to put him in the road, which is 
to be done thus; he may eafily make ac- 
quaintance with the different! natives of 
Europe, ‘eftablifhed: im the country, who, 
on this head, caw be of very great fervice 
to him. 

Tue caution of not liftening too impli- 
citly to. them. muft be his guide. They 
are in general very jealous: of each other: 
The traveller’ s bullnefs is to fift them, and 
M 5 
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to attach himfelf but to thofe he judges 
can be ufeful to him. 

Tue truchman (for example) of the 
French nation is commonly bred in Egypt, 
knows the language and cuftoms perfectly. 
well; if,joined tothefe requifites, he has been 
curious, he is a very proper perlon to point 
out to yow the places,in which there is any 
thing worth being feen. The inflruéti- 
ons he can give are not to be. neglected ; 
but verify every thing yourfelf, for what 
one perfon may defpife, another may think 
deferves notice, and from thence derive 
informations that, have efcaped the lefs 
attentive. | 

Ar firft fetting out there, many of the 
pew acquaintance a traveller has made, po- 
litely offer him their company, to vifit the 
antiquities of the country. Their civility 
is not to be refufed, nor will it be of any 
duration; for the common objects of eve- 
yy body’s curiofity feen, they give up, and 
{ftrive to diffuade thofe who intend any 
thing more; whether they fear being fas 
tigued, or expofed to any accident: but 
an attendant janiflary is afafe guard againlt 
duch fears. 
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Tae janiffaries are fond of {moking their 
pipe, and having little to do, which two 
articles they fully enjoy, in: ‘waiting on a 
tiaveller. They matter.not. how long you 
ftop at a place;. to while away time is s their 
happinefs. 

Let travellers vettinliedll that it is imé 
prudent to yield’ to their curiofity fo far, 
as to: attempt penetrating into places, to 
which accefs-is forbid by the Turks; to 
wit, their fortrefles. and mofques: Tra- 
vellers alfo be cautious of tempting your 
janiffaries with a bribe, which may tempt. 
them to-hazard.againft the law, and expofe 
you to. danger}. for fhould’ yow efcape 
once, the odds are a hundred to-one that 
you will in the end be the capes of your 

curiofity. , 

Istrenwou sy advifé you to beware vis 
fiting forbidden places, unlefs before-liand 
pr ovided with a permiflion, of a-nature to: 
fecure you:'from any rifque; nor will. it 
be amifs, before the trouble is taken; to 
know iit the objéd in -queftion be: worth 
it, j í 7 >) i 
Yeu will obferve a great. deal. of the 
marvellous in mot of the converfation of 
MS 
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your new-made acquaintance in, the:coun- 
try. They will tell you of a thoufand 
accidents that have befallen travellers, or 
others. re 

. Were thofe ftory-tellers to be believed, 
very few travellers would go beyond the 
walls of antient Alexandria. The boldeft 
might, perhaps, venture as far as Cairo. 
~ A-SENSIBLE man ought to conclude no- 
thing from hearfay; let experience. be his 


guide, and little regard be paid to all the. 


reports of the ignorant, or too credulous. 

Very little precautions is neceflary for 
. thofe who intend to go no farther than Cai- 
ro; to which city the common road will 
conduct you in fafety. 

Waite at Alexandria, there is no ne- 
ceflity of having an interpreter. It is pro- 
per for thofe who intend:to go any. far- 
ther to have a valet, who underftands and 
{peaks Arabic; for a difpute which might 
happen among the fellows of the boat you 
are in, or amongit them and paflengers, 
- patives of the country, would be enough 
fp alarm ftrangers, not underftanding 
their jargon, if they had not fome perfon 
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to explain’ to them the caute of their diffe- 


rence. 

Waen at Alexandria; fhould it fo fall 
out, do not let flip an opportunity of tra- 
velling in company with the miffionaries, 
or any European merchants; for befides 
the advantage of their underfianding the 
language, one can rely more on the rela- 
tions of fuch creditable people, than on 
thofe of a knavifh valet, Jew, or Greek, 
who has often effrontery enough to ima- 
gine danger, in order to make appear of 
what mighty ufe he is. 

Let this be a rule for your condué, 
not only.in Alexandria; but all over. E- 
gypt; ‘“ Never dig under any antiquity; 
“< never break off a piece of ftone from any 
“ monument whatever.” 

You mutt be fatisfied with feeing what 
is obvious to. the view, and thofe places 


whereto you can mount or chmb. You . 


muft not yield to the flattering hopes of 
having an entire furvey of the antique 
monuments; the confequence would be 
dangerous. 

A Consut of France.attempted to dig 
near the obelifk of Cleopatra, in order, to 
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come at a knowledge of its juft :dimenfi- 
ons. Before he began, he took care to 
have permiffion, which was with great dif- 
ficulty obtained. 

Hodblenddaiene the permiffion, he 
could not accomplifh his defign. What 
he had dug:by day, the natives filled up: 
by night. 

Tue obftinate oppofition to all attempts 


arifes from the perfuafton of the people, 


the high and the low, that their antique 
monuments cover fome hidden treafure, 
Nor can they imagine that meer curiofity 
brings ftrangers into Egypt enly to dig 
the ground. They on the’contrary. mok 
firmly believe, that the motive is avarice, 


and therefore will not allow the ground to: 


be dug any where. Should any: perfon 
attempt it in private, and be difcovered, 
he is looked on as a thief. They infitt 
he has carried off thetreafure they fuppofe 
to have been concealed there, and to have 
the greater hold on him, they make the 
pretended treafure amount to an exceffive 
value. 

' One would think, that the great pco- 

ple of this country, infatuated with fo idle 
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a notion, fhould never ceafe having the 
earth ftirred, and rummaged, and deftroy 
thofe remains of antiquity to facilitate their 
refearch after treafure. Many of them 
have aćted fo, and feveral tired of the ex- 
pence, and finding nothing to compenfate 
it at laft defifted, but yet retain their for- 
mer ridiculous notion, which they have 
heightened by fuppofing thefe treafures en- 
chanted, that they fink deeper into the 
earth from thofe who come near them, 
and that none but the Franks, who- pafs 
in Egypt for great magicians, can raife the 
charm. | 

ANOTHER. motive has put aftop to fuch 
refearches, two famous enterprizers in dig- 
ging the earth, were feized on by their fu- 
periors, who fleeced them, and would ne- 
ver believe. their affeverations, that they 
had found nothing. They were by thefe 
accufed of having found treafures, and of | 
denying that they might not fhare with 
them. Everyday, and on triflingpretexts, 
they were infulted a-new, and in the end 
obliged to pay the fuppofed profit of a re- 
fearch fo difadvantageous to themfelves, 
‘Tne antiquities at Alexandria, whether 
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3 medals, engraved ftones, and other fuch 
articles, are difcovered m rainy wea- 
ther, when the incumbent dirt is wathed 
away. | 

For when on. fome occafions. the éarth 
is ftirred, they tell their motives, that it is 
to get ftones for building, &c. and all man- 
ner of caution is taken not to injure the 
antique pieces, which by this lucky jea- 
-loufy are as yet preferved amongft a bar- 
barous people that defpifes. them. 

I sax fay nothing of the peril a ftran- 
ger expofes himfelf to, who fhould be weak 
enough to give into an amorous intrigue: 
Ifuppofe, that whoever for inftrudtion fake, 
take the trouble of travelling to. Egypt in 
refearch after antiquities, is a fober and 
continent man, and has nothing to fear om 
thathead. Ifany perfon, however, fhould 


be fool enough to indulge fe idle a paflion,. 


- E refer him by way of antidote te: the re- 
citals of thofe who have frequented Alex- 
andria and Cairo. 

Tuey will inform him that young mer+ 
chants have been affaffinated in thofe two 
cities. That others, after having fpent 
_ their ail, to make the janiflaries not reveal 
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their fecret, found themfelves fo egregi- 


oufly bubbled in the. end, that inftead, of 


having enjoyed ladies of diftinction, fome 
high blooded kinfwoman of Cleopatra’s, 
they had been the paramours of moft a- 
bandoned proftitutes, who: in ‘order, that 


their dear Strephons fhould ‘never forget 


their kindnefs, had given them a memen- 
to indelible by time, place, or mercury 
STRANGERS muft avoid in Egypt more 


than in any other country, all occafions of 


being infulted by the natives. . But if un- 
luckly one is infulted, it is prudent to be 
deaf to, or not to fee it; the utmoft a ftran- 
ger can do with fafety is to menace, let 
him beware of ftriking a muffulman. For 
if he efcape death for fuch a trefpafs,: it 
would coft him all he is worth, and what 
isthe more aggravating in fuch cafes, the 
friends to the perfon ftruck interfere, nor 
defift but through force of money. 

Ir a ftranger is abfolutely determined 
to have fatisfaction, he muft apply to the 
judge for it; but he will find it fo expen- 
live, as to be never tempted to make a fe- 
cond application. 

WuatTeEver elfe remains neceflary fora 
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traveller to know, he will learn immedi- 
ately after his arrival in the country. I 
thought it neceflary to inftruét him about 
the articles I have touched on. For per- 
haps on the fpot, the information would 
be too- late; add to that the neceflary 
diffidence of believing all that is faid 
there. 

For my part, I confefs, I could have 
been very glad, to have had fuch informa- 
tions given me, before-hand, and I publith 
them from the honeft motive of their be- 
ing ufeful to curious travellers, who fhall 
hereafter be in fituations like to thofe I have 
been in. 
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The wonderful Serpent, or the Miracles. of 


ScHECH HARIDI. 


SHE Arabians affirm, that after his 
Y deceafe, Schech Haridi was buried at 
the place called by his name, and that God, 
by a {pecial grace, has changed him: in- 
to a ferpent that is never to expire, dif 
penfes cures, and grants favours to all 
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who implore his fuccour with proper fa- 
crifices. 

Ir is apparent, however, that this won- 
derful ferpent has the faculty of -diftin- 
guifhing perfons, and is generally more 
propitious to the — folks than to the 


poor. 


Ir an Arabian Schech happen to fall 
fick, the ferpent politely offers to be carri- 
ed to him. Butthe common people muft 
earneftly implore his vifit and promife to 
reward him for his trouble, nor is this fuf- 
ficient to draw him forth without a parti- 
cular ceremony. A fpotlefs virgin muft 
be fent embafladrefs, for the virtue of the 
fair fex only has power with him; and if 
the deputed folicitrefs had fuffered the 
leat {tain in her reputation, the recoiling 
ferpent would wind himfelf up in inexora- 
bility. 

As foon as the virgin is prefented, ‘fhe 
makes a compliment to him, and with moft 
devout fubmiflion fupplicates his, conde- 
fcenfion to. let himfelf be carried to give 
fuccour to the fick. 

Tue ferpent, who is fo devoted a fervi- 
tor of the fair fex’s virtue, that he canre- 
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fufe it nothing, begins by wriggling his 
tail, and fkips about: animated by thefe 
aufpicious figns, the virgin grows more 
fervent in her entreaty. — 

Tue ferpent, unable torefift any longer, 
fprings to her neck, and neftles on her bo- 
fom in voluptuous eafe.. Thus is he car- 
ried triumphantly in the midft of accla- 
mations to the fick petitioner’s houfe. 

He is fcarce brought thither, when the 
before afflicted patient’ already feels him- 
felf relieved. This wonderful phyfician 
does~not immediately withdraw, though 
the cure be performed.. He is civil e- 
nough to ftay fome hours, near the patient, 
if care be taken during that time, to re- 
gale his attendant priefts and faints pata ne- 
ver quit him. 

. THESE wonders go on fwimmuingly, pro- 
vided that no impious perfon,, nor Chrif- 
tian, happen to be near; their prefence 
wouldruin all. For the fharp-fighted fer- 
pent, that never fails efpying them, imme- 
diately difappears. All fearch for him 
would be in vain. Were he even carried 


to the other fide of the Nile, he would 
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fnd his way invifibly to the tomb, his fa: 
yourite refidence. 

Tue Arabians impudently affert, that if 
this ferpent was cut to pieces they would 
inftantly re-unite, becaufe he is to enjoy 
eternal life. 

Tue Chriftians in this country reafon 
very differently on the fubjeét, and decide 
it according to the fpirit of their religion. 
They very pioufly conclude, that this pre- 
tended ferpent is the very devil, who by 
a juft judgment of God, is impowered to 
abufe this blind and ignorant people, and 
they are confirmed the more in this be- 
lief, by.a tradition fubhfting amongft them, 
that it was to this place the angel Ra- 
phael banifhed the Demon Afmodi; of 
whom mention is made in the book of 
Tobias. 

For my part, 1 look on both as equal- 
ly trefpaflers againft the rules of common 
fenfe. 

Berore a thing fhould by deemed mi- 
raculous, or fupernattral, ftrict inquiry 
ought to be firft made as to the reality of 
the fact; next if the circumftances be fuch 
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as related; thirdly, if there be no fraud in 
the exhibiting them. 

I -Grant, for example, that there is 
a ferpent. Is he immortal? I cannot be- 
lieve it. He dies, no doubt, like all other 
ferpents. | 

Tux priefts, who very well know it, 
and get fo much by the report of his im- 
mortality, take care to have another train- 
ed, one of the fame kind, ready to fubfti- 
tute in his place the moment he dies. 

THERE is nothing fupernatural in the 
delicacy afcribed to this animal, of his not 
bearing tobe touched but by a, virgin, and 
to remain immoveable, if her virtue has 
received the leaft-blemifh. Whoever has 
feen the legerdemain people play their 
tricksin the- great place before the caftle of 
Cairo, muft have been ftruck with. feats 
more furprifing than this.. Is any thing 
eafier than to make a tame ferpent obey 
certain figns? and as to the virginity of 
the embafladrefs, they always take care 
not to be deceived by chufing onc too young 
to fall under the reach of fufpicion. It is 
very well known too, that certain odours, 
and certain herbs, attract ferpents; may not 
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the young maiden have been,rubbed over 
with fuch, .or prepared in a bath wherein 
the herbs had been infufed? It 1s vifible 
to all, that her head is adorned with feve- 
ral wreaths- of flowers and herbs, among 
which certainly were not omitted thofe 
capable of making an impreflion on the fer- 
pent. 
To the. other queftion, how is it pofli- 
ble he can efcape from the eyes of.fo many 
fpectators, and get home to his tomb, 
though carried to the other fide of the 
Nile, which he fhould he obliged to crofs 
in his return? I anfwer, it is eafter than 
the reft. We mut look on all thefe priefis 
and faints attendant on the ferpent, as fo 
many artifts at hocus-pocus, and then 
where is ‘the difficulty of believing them 
capable of legerdemaining theferpent fron 
before anumber of {pectators, however at: 
tentive, confidering their grofs. igno- 
rance? 

Tue farce thus played, they pretend to 
follow their faint, attended by a crowd of 
people, who through reverential awe dare 
not approach the tomb before the priefts 
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have gone into it, and there at their lej- 
fure replaced the ferpent. 
_ To firft cut the ferpent in pieces, and 
afterwards to fee the parts re-unite, would 
be an indifputable proof of his immortali- 
ty, but that {tep has never been taken yet. 
For when once on a time, the Emir of Ach- 
miin ordered that experiment to be made, 
the priefts rofe in a body againft it, nor 
will they ever fuffer it to be made; for 
then they muft fhut up their miracle 
fhop. 

TuovcH I am not furprifed that Ara- 
bians and Chriftian coftes give head long | 


into this pious fraud devoid of verifimili- 
tude, into which credulity their ignorance 
leads them, I pronounce fome learned 
people ‘unpardonable who had a mind to 
refine on this fubject, and difcovered fome- 
thing myfterious veiled under fo ridiculous 
a fable. 
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The Bog and the Saint. 
HILE our people were bufied in 
_ packing our baggage at Effauen, 


we were favoured with the vifit of aMaho- 
metan faint, who with one hand played on 


the tambourine,andin theotherheldacrook- 


ed ftick, with which he myftically touched 


our coffers and ourfelves, giving us a kind 


of benediction in his courfe manner.. An 
unworthy dog belonging to one of our 
crew, on whom he would alfo extend his 
charitable influence through the intermedi- 
ation of his crooked ftick, growled a diflike 
to the ceremony. And mifinterpreted the 
brandifhing of the flick, for the preluding 
menaces of animmediate aflault, which to 
prevent, he flew at, and feized him by the 
throat; down dropt the faint, the dog. on 
the top of him. He cried out piteoufly, 
and changed his recent bleflings into fo 
many curfes, whilft the mob gathering 
round vowed vengeance for theinfult, com- 


et 
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mitted on their favourite faint by infidels, 
and an heretical dog. 

To put an end to this ferious farce, which 
might be. turned ‘to real tragedy, I fent by 
our Jew fervant two fevillans by way of 
fofteners to the faint. They produced the 
defired effect; the faintly fraternity is eve- 
ry where appeafed by fubmiffion and cath: 
The gored faint withdrew from the bark, 
called the mob off with him, and pacified 
them in the beft manner he could. We 


neither heard of them, nor his malediétions — 


more. 
| The Female Combatant. 


A Droll adventure happened in our 
A inn while I lay fick at Cairo, occa- 
fioned by a public proceflion, or feaft of the 
circumcifion, which they affert to be the 
moft folemn of all thofe that fo frequently 
patrol their ftreets. This excited the cu- 
riofity of the fervants of a nobleman I had 
got acquainted with in Italy, and along 
with whom the journey to Upper Egypt 
was io be made. 
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Tue fervants, in order to view the ce- 
remony without obftruéction, were- poft- 
ed on a terrafs directly oppofite to-fome 
of the apartments of the palace of Omer 
Bey. 

Taxis palace was commonly unoccupied; 
but one of Omer’s wives had repaired thi- 
ther that day to be a f{pectatrefs of the pro- 
ceflion; and irritated, according to the 


cuftom of the country, on perceiving her- 


felf expofed to the view of ftrangers, fhe 
ordered her eunuchs to throw ftomes at 
them by way of civil admonition to quit 
their paft. 

Tue fervants were fenfible of the aflault, 
but not knowing from what fide it came, 
and, taken up with the noife in the ftreet, 
did not pay any attention to this firft a- 
larm. 

A RUDER one enfued; for Omer’s wife, 
filled with indignation at their obftinate 
permanence, ordered the eunucis to fire 
piftols, to effectually diflodge them. 

Bur the latter difcharge being as little 
minded as the former, Omer’s wife grew 
outrageous, and conftrued their ignorance 
tnto.a determination to affront her. There- 
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fore, as foon as the proceffion was over, 
fhe fent feven or eight janiflaries to take 
into cuftody our indifcreet fpećtators. 

_ Sick in bed, I knew nothing of what 
had happened, but obferved four janiffaries 
traverfe my room, to get into another that 
led to the guilty terrafs. They went on 
tip-toe through my room, and I was befides 
fo accuftomed to people going backwards 
and forwards in it, that I did not think of 
any confequence; I faw with the fame 
indifcrence two of the janiflaries return 
through my room, having left the two o- 
thers, to watch the fervants they had made 
prifoners. 

Tue four janiflaries, who had remain- 
ed without doors, encouraged by the firk 
attempt againft the fervants fucceeding, 
thought they might undertake any thing, 
and to completé the triumph, went into 
_ their mafter’s apartment, two laid hold on 
him; the other two feized his lady, „and 
muffled her, in order to carry her to a cave 
in the neighbourhood. 

SucuH acts of violence were aisle to 
neither hufband nor wife. - They mutual- 
ly roufed each others courage. She be- 
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gan, by giving a kick in the belly to one 
of her afflailants, and at the fame time run 
the point of her {ciffars into the bofom of 
the other, and obliged them to decamp 
fromher. The hufband in the mean time 
having broke from the two that had fur- 
prifed him, ran to his loaded carabin which 
he held in one hand, his fabre in the other, 
and vowed immediate defiruction to them 
if they did not inftantly depart. 

THis was more than eneugh to: intimi- 
date {fuch dalftardly wretches, they retreat= 
ed precipitately. But the fray did not 
end here; for the two who had returned’ 
from the terrafs through my room, were’ 
gone to call afliftance, and appeared in the 
inftant with fifty armed. mens 

THE. combat is renewed with more vi» 
olence than. ever. . The field of battle was 
over-againft my chamber, in.the very fpot 
where the auxiliary corps joined thé firlt 
defeated affailants. The terror‘of the ca- 
vabin kept themaloof. ‘Fhey all cried out, 
that if the carabin were not iaftantly laid 
down, they fhould have no‘quarters; one 
among them obferving how. little the me-. 
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nace was minded, fired a` piftol, the ball 
_went over the gentleman’s head. 

Ar this alarm I rofe from my bed to fee 
what was the matter, and opened my door; 
in the very moment our heroine was in the 
greateft perplexity how to refcue her huf- 
band from fuch imminent danger. Shefoon 
refolved within herfelf, and nimbly pufhed 
him into the chamber, made it faft, and 
returned to attack the enemy. 

Tuts expedient, joined to her refoluti- 
on, was the fafety of us all. For the huf- 
band growing more and more incenfed, 
would perhaps have fired and killed one of 
thofe fcoundrels, which would draw on 
fatal confequences, efpecially had he feen 


them hold a poignard to the throat of his 


beloved. The hufband was thus fecured 
from danger, though in the moft violent 
agitation for being fo. 

FrEE from apprehenfions about her huf- 
band, fhe combats with them not with more 
moderation than her hufband would, but 
in a manner Jefs productive of fatal events. 
One of her enemies retreated, weeping the 
lofs of part of his beard, which fhe had 
torn off. Another difabled by a kick, 
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limps away. She fecls for the ribs of a 
third with her fciflars. .She prefents the 
fourth with a fpanking box on the ear. 
And awakes a fifth from his amazement 
at what had pafled, by cracking the du- 
plicate on his cheek. In fine, there was 
not one of them, but had a fhare of 
her favours; not indeed of the fofter 
kind. | 

By'her evolutions and dexterity in at- 
tacking and defending, it appeared that 
this was not the firft eflay of this intrepid 
herome’s entering the offenfive lift with 
our fex. | | 

SECONDED at length by ajaniflary whom 
her courage, from an enemy, had made a 
profelyte champion in her caufe, in lefs 
than half an hour fhe drove out of the 
houfe the fifty arme@ fcoundrels, who 
came to take her, and her hufband pri- 
foners. 

Tue Bafhaw being informed of her ma- 
ny brave feats, and of the fervants inno- 
cence, from that day forward had us pre- 
tected from all fuch infults, in a dittinguith- 
ed and extraordinary manner, which could 


296 THE TRAVELS OF 
not have been obtained, had. any Turk been 
killed in the fray. : 


PDOOPT QTOLALOEAN EQOA. 
The SCARED ARABIAN. 


NOTHER fource of the averfion 
of the Arabians againft Europeans, 
befides the notion of their coming in quef 
of treafure, is that, they travel through 
Egypt as ípies, with an intent of inform- 
ing their countrymen of its fituation, who 
are hereafter to invade it, and extermi- 
nate all the natives. Nothing can put 
this ignorant furmife of theirs in a moré 
ridiculous light, than the following abfurd 
incident. 


SAILING up the Nile one day, as I was - 


reviewing my deligns, and rectifying the 
names of fome villages, a paflenger, na- 
tive of the country, ruihed fuddenly on 
me, {natched the paper out of my hand, 
and tore it. 

I was ftruck withamazement, not know- 
ing what to conclude frem fuch infolent 
behaviour; and while I was in fulpente, 
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whether I fhould be angry or not, the reys, 
with others, burft into a fit of laughter; I 
defired to know the caufe; they had the 
myiftery unfolded to me. 

Ir feems the poor fellow was refolved, 
that I fhould not know the place of his na- 
tivity; and the reafon he gave for it was, 
that I perhaps had a defign of returning 
thither fome years after, and that bringing 
an army with me, I fhould conquer the 
country; and that if he let me preferve 
the name of his village in writing, that, E 
fhould alfo take it along with the reft, 
and that was his patriot motive for 
{natching and tearing the paper, where- 
on I was going to write the name of his vil- 
lage. 

I couro fcarce refrain laughing at the 
fellow’s fimplicity, although highly offend- 
ed at his infolence. 

To prevent future attacks of his on my 
draughts, I ordered the reys tò- put him 
afhore, that the bark was’ ours, and that 
it was through favour that he had his paf- 
fage: 

THE reys was ready to obey; but the 
fcared poor fellow, at {ecing the bark turn 
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to land, gueffed the intent, implored my 
forgivneefs, and promifed better behaviour 
for the future. I confented to his not be- 
ing turned out; and afterwards he behav- 
ed quietly, and was ready to do any piece 
of fervice in his power. 


ny hae donk tant Lont dant tant tend tank tenk x 


Extract of a Letter. 


UT my ficknefs daily encreafing, and 
my iftrength confequently decaying, 


I fear I fhall not live to digeft, and arrange 


in proper order my obfervations; and the 
reputation of many a man has been hurt 
by pofthumous editions of their works, and 
that through the miftaken zeal of friends, 
more fanguine than judicious, who think 
any trifle omitted, is an injury to the me- 
mory of the deceafed, whereas the real 
debt of friendfhip confits in weeding a 
work, and prefenting the reader with 
nothing but the true, the fair fruits of 
knowledge. | | 
As among my draughts there are feve- 
ral of little or no importance, which may 
the rather be omitted, as a publication of 
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them muft clog the work; fø in the narra- 
tive. part many incidents, only relating to 
mre, May appear but an indifferent enter- 
tainment to a reader, defirous of curiofi- 
ties; and in truth, details of the vile prac- 
tices of the banditti part of the Arabians; 
or of the {crewing extorfions of their in- 
famous {chechs, reflect. difhonour on: hu; 
manity, and muft rather excite horror than 
pleafure in delicate minds. 

Ir is my defire that all wandering pre- 
lixities be curtailed, in order to avoid the 
farcaftic imputation of the French nation 
againit the learned of the North, to wit, 
that they never know when to have done 
with a fubject, Z/s ont tant la rage de bavar- 
der. They have fuch a pafhion fer prat- 
tling about trifles. 

Tue principal objects to be attended to 


in the works are the courfe of the Nile, 


Pompey’s columns, the pyramids, the o- 
belifks, the ruins of Luxor, of antient 
Thebes, Memnon’s palace, the coloflal fta- 
tues, and the place where the Nile was 
locked with a chain. 

A virw of the prefent government of 
Egypt, &c. and fuch anecdotes as are truly 
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entertaining will be maft properly placed 
after the journal of the Nile, that it may 
not be interrupted, but clofely purfued by 
the curious reader, from which journal all 
uninftructive digrefhve matter ought to be 
removed, 

Tue inftability of SARSA niente 
appears fiom the tranfmigrating revoluti- 
ons of the three celebrated cities of Egypt; 
firft Thebes flourifhed: with its ruins Mem- 
phis had been fince built; with the ruins of 
Memphis antient Alexandria has been raif- 

ed, which is now no more; but from ma- 


ony ftriking remains xmongft the ruins, its 


origin can be proved. 
Tantum eff in rebus inane. 
Such i is the fothingnehs of mortal works. 
Debemur morti nos, noflraque. 


‘All mutt perith. 
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